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Abstract: "Fireworks" is an attractive term for both eyes and ears when just uttered.
There is a special kind of magic in "fireworks", that term which always has strong
correlation with joy and excitement. This is because it is connected with those stunning
displays witnessed during celebrations throughout ages. It connects the past to the
present as humanity has been enjoying its thrilling displays for quite a long while. A
question mark frequently hangs over the usage of fireworks during the Mamlik period.
Did the Mamluks really know fireworks?! Answering this question needs further
searching the historical roots of fireworks during this era.
This study "celebrations and occasions witnessing fireworks in accordance with the
Mamliik historical sources", leaves no shadow of doubt that Mamliiks used fireworks. It
tackles the historical marks of the fireworks' usage in the celebrations and occasions
which took place in the Mamlik period. Actually, fireworks played a magnificent role
in religious festivals, national ceremonies, river celebrations and family celebrations. In
addition, they were a means of entertainment as well as power show off during this
period.

Key words: Fireworks, Stunning displays, Religious festivals, National ceremonies,
River celebrations, Family celebrations, Entertainment , Power show off, Mamlik
period, Mamliik Sultans.

Casall Qi) 8 alalsyY clldy 4y il 3ma g lendlls Hlad) Calady s Gl Gl : padlal)
oo Bd Egmse d,ll Gl i diliadl Glalidly,  cV@ay) oW clad) lasgds Al 4l
Axiaal) gyl @by widis J M jualally cald) hys Al Gle gl e 4l e @ Al
ey Aaaall Ly Lo Wil Al Gl elileal aladiu) oIS s 138 Legy s Al Gl 4l
sl & sl ) Gl Gilyg GS Vo 138 oIS 851 € s 400 ClatY) clilad) Cape Ja: Jslaall )
v Solaall yeal) A Al QLU day)ul

poa b Al Gl aladia) cagd Sl Glulidly cV@aYT Lglsbe s Gl oda Chiaad 35 13
G Al QLY alatna) e syl Ll chlayl s e sl CASlaall Lyl jalad)
Legilly Ll cV@AY) 8 Gk heo AUl Ll culS s jeaal) 138 Gluslieg Vsl Cabids
Alae e Delae i€ caila (s Gpad) cililial) (4 Cuendind S, Jall el ) sl
o RS lel) Algal) 38 Slelay Ay QIS CulS S 4 il dagl
Jall e lia) ddaagdll @AY dgpall  cERY) daihll Gagell dpll) Glalll Alall clalsl)
cllleal) s cllled) pome cdgall 368 leda) cand ) eyl clalial)

607



Celebrations and Occasions Witnessing Fire Works in accordance with the Mamliik Historical Sources

Mamlik historical sources are replete with various marks of celebrations and
occasions that witnessed the usage of fire works. Fire works played a great role as one
of the manifestations of ceremonies during the Mamlik period. They were used in
religious festivals such as Pilgrimage, Birthdays, Chrismas and Holy Saturday, national
ceremonies as celebrating Caliphate revival, victory, civil achievements such as
constructing buildings and ships in addition to recovery. There were also River
celebrations like the Nile plenitude and dam opening and the Martyr day as well as
family celebrations such as marriage and circumcision.

Fire works were also used for entertaining. Mamlik Sultans, princes, dignitaries as
well as public were keen on enjoying the fascinating shows of fire works during their
outings. Moreover, they were used in acrobatic shows during that period.On the other
hand, fire works were not only used forceremonies andentertainingonly but also for
power show off through processions andguarding ports. In addition to its usage before
delegatesand against the rebellion of beduin tribes.

Hereinafter, the citation of these different celebrations and occasions within these
sourcesclearly display the use of fire works.

I- Fireworks as manifestation of Celebrations
I- Religious Festivals

Islamic Feasts

Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage is one of the most significant seasons that have special sanctity and
reverence for Muslims throughout ages''*As for the Mamliks, the Mahmal'*'was
considered a symbol of the sovereignty of Mamliuk Sultans over Higaz as being

(1) Nirmin Sawqi, Qa imat al-ta‘am wa dilalatuha fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik fi misr (648 — 923 A.H /
1250 — 1517 A.D), (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Minufiya University: 2006),
118.

(2)4l-Mahmal is a ceremonial howdah carried on a camel. This howdah consists of a pyramidal wooden
frame raised on another square shaped one that was covered with silk. . See: al-‘Umari, al-Ta ‘rif bi-I-
mustalah al-Sarif, released by Samir al-Durtbi (Mu’tah University: 1992), 314-315; al-Qalqasandi,
Subh al-a‘Sa fi sind‘at al-insa (Cairo: 2004) II, 130; IV, 57; al-Maqrizi, Kitab al-sulitk lima ‘rifat
duwal al-mulik, released by Muhammad Mustafa Ziyadah (Cairo: 1941), III/II, 497; Ibn Sahin al-
Zahir1, Nayl al-amal fi dayl al-duwal, released by ‘Umar TadmirT (Beirut: 2002), 11, 206; J. Jomier,
"Le mahmal et la caravane égyptienne des pélerins de la mecque"”, IFAO, XX, le Caire (1953), 10-11;
Doris Abouseif, "The Mahmal Legend and the Pilgrimage of the Ladies of the Mamlik Court",
Mamlik Studies Review, 1 (Chicago: 1997), 89; Ibrahim Hilm1, a/-Mahmal rihalat Sa ‘biyyah fi
wugdan ummah (Cairo: 1998), 180; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabaqat al-Sa ‘biyyah fi-I-qahirah al-
mamlitkiyyah (Cairo:1999), 229; Sirin ‘Abd al-Halim, al-Mahmal al-misri fi-I- ‘asrayn al-mamliki wa-
I-hadit, (Master Thesis, Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Tourism Guidance Department, Alexanderia
University: 2005), 15, 19-20; Hayam ‘Isa, al-Hagg ild al-Higdz fi-I-‘asr al-mamlik (PhD Thesis,
Institute of Eastern Arts, Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, Saint Jusif University (Beirut: 2010),
39,72,80; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘yad wa-Il-ihtifalat fi ‘asr saldtin al-mamalik (648-923 A.H / 1250-
1517 A.D), (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Helwan University: 2013), 76;
Mustafa Wagth, Ihtifalat al-hagg al-misriyyah fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik (Cairo: 2014), 54,67.
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Celebrations and Occasions Witnessing Fire Works in accordance with the Mamliik Historical Sources

Custodians of the two Holy Mosques'"" Accordingly, it was regarded as centrepiece of

the pilgrimage caravan from Cairo to Mecca®®.

It is worth noting that theMahmal tour'’was one of the most interesting objects
belonging to the Pilgrimageatthat period®.The celebrations held in the Mamliik period
on that occasion were so terrific.The stereotype was that the Mahmal tour took place
twice a year in Ragab and Sawwal® . The kiswah of the Honoured Ka ‘bah® and that of
themagam, station of prophet Ibrahim, peace and blessings be upon him ”.as well as
that of the mausoleum of prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be uponhim®. were
exhibited during this tour"),

(1)Doris Abouseif, "The Mahmal", Mamlik Studies Review, 1, 89; Sirin ‘Abd al-Halim, al-Mahmal,. 16,
20; Nabil Gamil, al-Thtifalat fi ‘asr al-mamalik (648 — 922 A.H / 1250 — 1516 A.D) (Master Thesis,
Faculty of Arts, History Department, Damascus University: 2010), 67, 71; Hayam ‘Isa, al-Hagg,.38,
41; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A4 ‘yad, 76-77.

(2) Egypt and the Mahmal: www.britishmuseum.org.

(3) According to the preferable opinion, the tradition of the Mahmal tour began in the reign of the
Mamlik Sultan al-Zahir Baybars. See: al-Maqrizi, al-Dahab al-masbiik fi dikr man hagga min al-
hulafd’ wa al-muliik, released by Gamal al-Din al—gayyél (Cairo: 1955), 11; al-Suyuti, Husn al-
muhddarahfi ahbar misr wa-I-qahirah, released by ‘All ‘Umar (Cairo: 2007), II, 84,271; Ibn lyas,
Bada’i* al-zuhur fi waqa’i‘ al-duhiir, released by Muhammad Mustafa (Cairo: 1960), I/1, 336; al-
Gaziri, al-Durar al-fard’id al-munazzamah fi ahbar al-hags wa tarig Makkah al-mu‘azzamah,
released by Hamad al-Gasir (Riyadh: 2008), III, 1694; J. Jomier, Le mahmal,36;Doris Abouseif, "the
Mahmal", Mamlik Studies Review, 1, 90-91.

(4) ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Magid, Nuzum al-mamalik dawlat salatin al—mamqlik wa rusumihim fi misr, dirasah
Samilah lil-nuzum al-siyasiyyah, 1 (Cairo: 1979), II, 145; Nabil Gamil, al-Ihtifalat, 66; ‘Alya’ al-
Babawi, al-A ‘vad, 80; Mustafa Wagth, Ihtifalat al-hagg, 157.

(5) Al-Qalqasandi, Subh, IV, 57-58; Sa‘ld ‘A&ir, al-Mugtama* al-misri fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik
(Cairo: 1962), 180-181; al- ‘Asr al-mamaliki fi misr wa-I-sam (Cairo: 1965), 321-322; Nabil ‘Abd al-
‘A7z, al-Mala ‘b fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik (Cairo: 2006), 11, 133, 207; Qasim ‘Abduh, ‘Asr salatin
al-mamalik al-tarth al-siyast wa-l-igtima 7 (Cairo: 1998), 296; Du‘a’ ‘Utman, al-Naft fi-I- ‘alam al-
islamt (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, al-Mansiirah University: 2010), 58.

(6) The kiswah of the Ka‘bah was made of precious brocaded silk. Mamliik Sultans devoted immense
care of its make. Specific awqaf, endowments, and employees were dedicated for it. They adhered to
dispatching it from Egypt annually to the Honoured Mecca so as to reserve the religious characteristic
of their rule as defenders of the two Holy Mosques. About the kiswah of the Ka‘bah, . See: Ibn ‘Abd
al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir fi sirat al-malik al-Zahir, released by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Huwaytir (Riyadh:
1976), 353; al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 1V, 57, 276-277, 281-283; Ibn Battutah, Muhaddib rihlat Ibn
Battutah al-musammah tuhfat al-nuzzar fi gard’ib al-amsar wa ‘aga’ib al-asfar, released by Ahmad
al-‘AwamirT and Muhammad Gad al-Mawla (Cairo: 2009), I, 152-153; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, TII/II,
497; al-Sahawi, al-Tibr al-masbiik fi dayl al-suliik, released by Labibah Mustafa and Nagwa Kamil
(Cairo; 2005), II, 65; Ibn Sahin al-Zahir, Nayl al-amal, 11, 206; V, 344;Doris Abouseif, "the
Mahmal", Mamlik Studies Review, 1, 89-90; Sirin ‘Abd al-Halim, al-Mahmal, 78-82,87-90,125-127.

(7) About the kiswah of magam of prophet Ibrahim peace be upon him, . See: Ibn Tagribirdi, Hawadit al-
duhiir fimada al-ayyam wa-I-Suhiir, released by Fahim Saltut, I (Cairo: 1990), 423-424; Ibn Sahin al-
Zahir1, Nayl al-amal, V, 420-421; Sirin ‘Abd al-Halim, al-Mahmal, 90.

(8) About the kiswah of the prophetic room, . See: Ibn ‘Abd al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir, 200; Ton Sahin al-
al-Zahiri, Nayl al-amal, V, 450; Sa‘1d ‘ASiir, al-Zahir Baybars (Cairo: 1963), 108.

(9) Tbn Zahtrah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah fi mahdasin misr wa-I-qahirah, released by Mustafa al-Saqqa and
Kamil al-Muhandis (Cairo: 1969), 199-200; Ibn lyas, Bada’i ‘ al-zuhar, 1V, 72; Mahasin al Waqqad,
al-Tabaqadt al-Sa ‘biyyah, 229;'Ala’ Rizq, ‘Ammat al-qahirah fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik(Cairo: 2003),
142
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Mamliik historical sources clarified that the reason behind the Mahmal parading is
informing the public that the way from Egypt to Higaz was secure to agitate motivation,

determination and longing in those who want to perform Pilgrimage(l).

Moreover, historical sources presented vivid depictions of the celebratory
demonstrations of the Mahmal tour during the Mamlik period®. For example, al-
QalqaSandi portrayed a precise description for its traditional celebration, saying: "The
Mahmal tour was accustomed to be made twice a year. The first one occurred after the
elapse of the first half of Ragab. Three days before the procession, the shops that
situated on its route were ordered to be decorated. The tour took place either on
Monday or Thursday only. The Mahmal - howdah covered with yellow satin silkand
surmounted by a silvery dome- was carried on a camel ... The procession advanced to
the area beneath the Citadel® ... A group of Sultanic Mamliik lancers, iniron cuirasses
covered by coloured silk,were mounting horses with birkistiwanat, coats of mail, and
steel chamfrons exactly as in battles. They held lances to which Sultanic standards were
attached and they played beneath the Citadel as inwar. There were also a group of
Mamlitk boys;each was twirling two lances in his hands while being standing on a
horse. Some of them, while being in that state, were standing on a pair of clogsresting
on edges of two swords. Throughout that show, they were preparing and firing large
amounts of azyar al-naft,naft casks and suchlike beneath the Citadel ... The same was
performed in the middle of Sawwal ..."."V

(1) Al-Sahawi, al-Tibr al-masbiik, 1, 213; Ibn Battiitah, al-Riklah, 37; Sa‘id ‘Asir, al-Mugtama, 181; al-
al- ‘Asr al-mamalikt, 321-322; Ibrahim Hilmi, al-Mahmal, 170; Qasim ‘Abduh, ‘Asr al-mamalik, 215.

(2) About the celebratory demonstrations of Mahmal Tour, . See for example: Ibn ‘Abd al-Zahir, Tasrif
al-ayyam wa-I-‘usar fi sirat al-malik al-Mansur, released Murad Kamil (Cairo: 1961), 145; Ibn
Stdin, Nuzhat al-nufiis wa mudhik al-‘abus, released by Arnod Furulik (Cairo: 2009), 62;al-ZahirT,
Zubdat kasf al-mamalik wa bayan al-turuq wa-I-masalik, released by ‘Umar Tadmur1 (Beirut: 2011),
167; Tbn Tagribirdi, Hawadit al-duhiir, 1, 368-369; al-Nugim al-azahirah ft mulik misr wa-I-gahirah,
released by Gamal Mihriz and Fahim Saltat (Cairo: 2006), XV, 337; XVI, 68,268,298; Ibn Zahirah,
al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 199-200; Tbn al-Gay*an,al-Qawl al-mustazraf fi safar mawlana al-malik al-
Asraf, released by ‘Umar TadmurT (Beirut: 1948), 117,126; al-Gaziri, al-Durar al-fara’id, 111, 1736-
1737; Sa‘ld ‘ASir, al-Mugtama*, 180-182,190; al- ‘Asr al-mamaliki, 321-322;D. Ayalon, "Notes on
the Furiisiyya Exercises and Games in the Mamliuk Sultanate", Mamluk Military Society (London:
1979): 49; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A vad wa-l-ihtifalat fi misr al-islamiyyah wa guziiriha al-tarihiyyah
mundu al-fath al-‘arabt hatta nihayat ‘asr al-mamalik al-garakisah (21 — 923 A.H/ 642 — 1517 A.D)
(PhD Thesis, Faculty ofTourism and Housing, Tour Guidance Department, Hilwan University: 1996),
84; Tbrahim Hilmi, al-Mahmal, 170-172.

(3) It refers to the Citadel of the mountain which was built by al-Nasir Salah al-Din al-Ayyiibi. Its name
owes to its location on one of the hillsof the Muqattam. It had a great standing as it was the
headquarters of the Mamluk Sultanate. Therefore, the Mamluk Sultans cared about its architectural
development till it was held up as one of the best examples of magnificence and grandeur. About it, .
See: Al-Qalqasandt, Subh, 111, 372-377; al-Maqrizi, al-Mawda ‘iz wa-I-i ‘tibar fi dikr al-hitat wa-I-atar,
released by Ayman Fu’ad, III (London: 2004), 637- 638, 644-698; al-Zahiri, Zubdat, 86-88;Ahmad
‘Abd al-Raziq, al-‘Imarah al-islamiyyah fi misr mundu al-fath al-‘arabt hatta nihayat al-‘asr al-
mamaliki (Cairo: 2009), 146-170.

(4) Al-Qalqasandi, Subh, TV, 57-58.

610



Celebrations and Occasions Witnessing Fire Works in accordance with the Mamliik Historical Sources

Birthdays"”

Birthdays were so remarkable celebrations during the Mamlik Sultanate'”. They
were held on the anniversary of the birthof Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him,and those of his Family members as well as famous pious people'®. As a
result of the belief that those pious peopleare blessed with supernatural wonders'® the
public were keen on coming from everywhere® so as to attendthese birthdays with their
various religious, economic and entertaining manifestations®.

Mamlik Sultans gave due carefor celebratingthese birthdays along with the common
people.'” For instance, Ibn Iyas noted in the events of 903 A.H / 1498 A.D that Sultan
al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qaytibay took part in the celebration of the birthday of Isma‘1l
al-Inbabi’™, saying: "In his recklessness and playing at the night of Isma ‘il al-Inbabr,
may Allah have mercy on him,Sultan al-Nasir... went down to Biilagwherehe had a Nile
cruise and made a wonderful naft ignition. That memorable night was distinguished with
its high attendance and unique festivity. He spent it on the boatand made such deeds
several times"® .

(1) The birthday is a religious, public celebration held to honour one of the famous pious people. . See: J.
W. Macpherson, al-Mawalid fi Misr, released by ‘Abd al-Wahhab Bakr (Cairo: 1998), 26, 65.

(2) Muhammad‘Abd al-Salam, al-Hayah al-taqafiyyah fi sa ‘id misr hilal al- ‘asr al-mamliki (648 — 923
A.H / 1250 — 1517 A.D), (PhD Thesis, History and Egyptian, Islamic Archaeology Department,
Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University: 2009), 246.

(3) Nabil Gamil, al-Ihtifalat, 60.

(4) The diffusion of Sufism in the Mamliik period led to the belief of common people in the famouspious
people. Many Mamliik sultans have followed and adhered to this movement as well. . See: al-Maqrizi,
al-Hitat, IV/1, 724-727; Sa‘ld ‘ASir, al-Mugtama*, 162-168, 234-239; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabaqgat
al-sa ‘biyyah, 172-183,255-259; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A4 ‘vad, 87-89.

(5) Muhammad Hasan, al-Usrah al-misriyyah fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik(Saudi Arabia: 2001), 91-92;
‘Ala’ Rizq, ‘Ammat al-qahirah, 133; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A yad,85.

(6) About Birthdays and the manifestations of their celebrations, see: Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabagat al-
§a ‘biyyah, 258; Muhammad Hasan, al-Usrah al-misriyyah, 91-97; ‘Ala’ Rizq, ‘Ammat al-qahirah,
133,135-136; Muhammad‘Abd al-Salam, al-Hayah al-tagafiyyah, 246-249; Nabil Gamil, al-Ihtifalat,
60-62; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-4 ‘yad, 85-94.

(7) ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Magid, Nuzum al-mamalik, 11, 168; Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A4 ‘yad, 93-94.

(8) For more about Isma‘1l al-Inbabi and his birthday. See; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulik, III/11, 576,587; Tbn Hagar
Hagar al-‘Asqalant, Inba’ al-gumr bi-anba’ al- ‘umr, released by Hasan Habas1 (Cairo: 1969), 1, 350-
351,357; Ibn Sahin al-Zahiri, Naylal-amal, 11, 257,262; VII, 121-122; VIII, 228; Ibn lyas, Bada’i* al-
zuhir, V11, 391; J. W. Macpherson, al-Mawalid, 27-30, 270-272; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih fi ‘asr
salatin al-mamalik fi misr (Cairo: 1999), 149; Muhammad Gamal, 4 ‘mal al-giziyyah fi-I-‘asr al-
mamlitki, (PhD Thesis, History department, Faculty of Arts, Minufiya University: 2015), 134-135.

(9) Ibn lyas, Bada’i* al-zuhir, 111, 389; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A‘yad, 162; Muhammad al-Sistawi,
Mutanazzahat al-qahirah fi-l-‘asrayn al-mamlikt wa-I- ‘utmani (Cairo: 1998), 274-275, 319-321;
Lutft Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih, 284; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala ‘ib, 11, 209.
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Christian Feasts

Christmas

Every year Christians celebrate the anniversary of the birth of Jesusthe Christ, peace
be upon him, in the 29" of Kihak'". They believe that he was born on Monday so on the
the eve of Sunday - the birth night - churchs are decorated and its lamps are lit.*)

Al-Magrizi witnessed the Christmas feast in Egypt in the 9" A.-H /15™ A.D century
and described it, saying: "... We saw that Christmas is regarded as a sublime season in
Cairo and Egypt at large. A lot of money is spent on buying colourful candles and
admirable statues.All Egyptian classes used to present them to their children and
families... They were usedabundantly as well in decorating shops ...”".

In this concern, it is worth mentioning that playing with fire was one of the
Christians' customs in the Christmas as shown in the following quotation of al-Magqrizi:
"Christians are accustomed to play with fire in the Christmas'*".This proves
conclg)sively that the public especially the Christians used fire works in celebrating that
feast.

Holy Saturday

During the Mamlik period, there was a belief among Christians that on the Holy
Saturday — the day before the Easter —the tomb of Jesus the Christ, peace be upon him,
was shone by a heavenlylight that enkindled the lamps of the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem.

Mamliik historical sources stated that this was one of the priests’ tricks that they used
to perform so as to deceive common people. At the Altar House, priests hung lamps

(1) Kihak is the fourth month of the Coptic calendar that composes of thirty days and lasts from the 27"
of November to the 27" of December of the Julian calender. See: al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 11, 375; al-
Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 711-712,732-733; Tbn Zahirah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 139;Murad Kamil, Hadarit
migr fi-l- ‘asr al-qibtr (Cairo: no date), 198, 203.

(2) Al-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-arab fi funiin al-adab (Cairo: 1926), 1, 192; al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 11, 416; al-

Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 717; Tbn lIyas, Nuzhat al-umam fi-I- ‘aga’ib wa-I-hikam, released by Muhammad
Zinhum ‘Azab (Cairo: 1995), 236.

(3) Al-Maqrizi, al- Hitat, 1, 717-718; Ibn lyas, Nuzhat al-umam, 237, About the celebratory
demonstrations of this feast. See also: Qasim ‘Abduh, AAl al-dimmah fi misr al- ‘usir al-wusta (Cairo:
1979), 121, 164; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A ‘vad, 122; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa il al-tarfih, 323; Nabil Gamil, al-
Ihtifalat, 74, <Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘yad, 99-101.

(4) Al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 717; Tbn lyas, Nuzhat al-umam, 236; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala b, 11, 210;
210; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘yad, 101.

(5) The Christians of the Greater Syria were celebraring the Christmas in an exaggerated way as lamps
were lit in churchs and houses in addition to burning various types of gunpowder and naff. See: Hasan
al-Rammah, al-Furiisiyyah wa-I-manasib al-harbiyyah, released by A. Yusuf al-Hasan (Aleppo:
1998), 41;Sams al-Din al-Dimasqi, Nuhbat al-dahr fi ‘aga’ib al-bar wa-I-bahr, released by A.Mehren,
(Leipzig: 1923), 281; Ibrahim Za‘riuz, al-Hayah al-igtima ‘iyyah fi bilad al-sam fi-I- ‘asrayn al-ayyibr
wa-l-mamliki (PhD Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Damascus University: 1990), 178;
Fayzah Higazi, Ahl al-dimmah fi bilad al-sam fi al-‘asrayn al-ayyiabt wa-I-mamliuki (Master Thesis,
History Department, Yarmouk University: 1992), 143,180-181; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘vad, 101.
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along which they extended a very fine iron strip coated with elderberryoil and lily oil .
Whenthe end of this iron strip was enkindled fire moved along it enlighteningthe lamps
one by one. The attending people thought that they were enkindled by a fire that came
from heaven. However, the real reason is that elderberry naturally catches fire quickly
by the slightest touch.”’ Thus, it became apparent that Christians used one of the fire
tricks in celebrating this occasion.

I1- National Ceremonies
Caliphate Revival

After the murder of the Abbasid Caliph by the Mangols and the collapse of the
Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdadin 656 A.-H / 1258 A.D, Mamlik Sultans pursued to
legitimize their rule through reviving the Abbasid Caliphate in Egypt. Consequently,
after the vacancy of the Caliph position for about three years and half, sultan al-Zahir
Baybars(658 — 676 A.H / 1260 — 1277 A.D)succeeded in paying homage to one of the
Abbasid sons - who escaped from the Mangols - and announced him a legitimate
Caliph.®” He celebrated in 659 A.H / 1261 A.D that great occasion . Ibn Iyas depicted
its demonstrations in following quotation: "... A/-Malik al-Zahir came down and went
to the palace that was in the Citadel of al-Rawdah®.He invited al-Imam Ahmad (the

(1) Elderberry is called balasan in Arabic. The public call it balsam instead. The best kind all over the
world was cultivated at a/-Matariyyah in Egypt. Its extracted oil has a sacred value for Christians who
put it in the water of baptism into which the person should be immersed to show that he has become a
member of the Christian Church. Therefore, Christian kings and rulers appreciated it so much to the
extent that they bought it at the cost of gold. About it. See: al-Qalqasandi, Sub#h, 111, 287; al-Maqrizi,
al-Hitat, 1, 624-626; Tbn Zahtrah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 108, 133,151; Ibn Iyas, Bada’i‘ al-zuhar, IV,
149; Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 242-243, 351.

(2) Al-Nuwayri, Nihayatal-Arab, 1, 193; al-Nuwayr1 al-Skandar1, al-IlImam bi-I-i ‘lam fima garat bihi
al-ahkam wa-l-umur al-maqdiyyah fi waqi ‘at al-askandiriyyah, released by Aziz Suryal(India: 1970),
11, 359; al-Qalqas$andi, Subh, 11, 417-418; al-Maqrizi,al-Hitat, 1, 720; al-‘Ayni, ‘Igd al-guman fi tarih
ahl al-zaman, released by Muhammad Amin (Cairo: 1992), IV, 268-269; Ibn lyas, Nuzhat al-umam,
239; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-4 ‘yad, 110-111; About the celebratory demonstrations of this feast. See
also: Sa‘ld ‘Asir, al-Mugtama‘, 204-205; Qasim ‘Abduh, Ahl al-dimmah, 122; Mahasin al-
Waqqad,al-Tabaqdt al-Sa ‘biyyah, 237-238; Nabil Gamil, al-Ihtifalat, 75.

(3) Ibn Katir, al-Bidayah wa-I-nihdyah, released by ‘Abdullah al-Turkt (Cairo: 1998),XVII, 425- 428; al-
QalqaSandt, Subh, 111, 264-269, 278-281; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, IV/1, 199-201; al-Sulik, 1/11, 409; Tbn
‘Abd al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir, 194-199; D. Ayalon, "Studies on the Transfer of the ‘Abbasid
Caliphate from Bagdad to Cairo", Arabica(1960): 41-59; Sa‘id ‘Astr, al-Mugtama°, 154-156; al-‘Asr
al-mamalikt, 342-347; ‘Abd al-Mun ‘im Magid, Nuzum al-mamalik, 32-41.

(4) Ibn ‘Abd al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir, 92; al-Nuwayr1, Nihayat al-arab, XXX, 25; al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik,
/11, 451; Muhammadal-Hamawi, Taril al-Ustiil al- ‘arabi(Damascus: 1945), 117-118; Sa‘id ‘Asir, al-
‘Asr al-mamalikt, 345; al-Zahir Baybars, 51; ‘Utman ASr1, al-Ustil wa-I-bahariyyah ‘ala ‘asr salatin
al-mamalik fi misr (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Cairo University: 1970), 55;
Fayid ‘Asir, al-Tanzimat al- ‘askariyyah al-magiiliyyah wa-I-mamlikiyyah (PhD Thesis, Faculty of
Arts, History Department, ‘Ain Shams University: 1972, 464; Qasim ‘Abduh, al-Nil wa-I-mugtama*
al-misri fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik (Cairo: 1978), 90; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A ‘yad, 205.

(5) Al-Rawdah Tsle is considered the most ancient Nile island formed in Cairo. The Mamluk Sultans paid
paid due care to this island because it was regarded as the most beautiful park not only at their period
but also throughout the Islamic history of Egypt. About it. See: Ibn Battiitah, al-Rihlah, 28; al-
Magqdist, al-Mufaharat al-bahirah bayna ‘ard’is mutanazzahat al-qahirah, released by Muhammad
al-Sistawi, 1999, 128-142; al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 111, 339; al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 111, 568-589; al-ZahirT,
Zubdat, 89; al-Suyuti, Husn al-muhdadarah, 11, 352-361; Ibn Zahirah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 202;
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Caliph) there. He offered him generous hospitality. Al-Sawani'” played in the Nile
forward and backward before him. Drums, pipes and nufiit were used constantly. It was
truly a spectacular day"*’

Victory

Mamlik Sultans engaged in a lot of battles throughout their reign and they were fond
of celebrating victories. For instance, many campaigns were sent for prevailing the
domination of the Mamlik Sultanate in the Nubian territories®). The ruler of Nubia
rebelled during the reign of Sultan al-Mansiir Qalawiin so he sent a detachment with a
new ruler. The rebelliouscould not resist especially after being let down by his princes
and the priests who announced their allegiance to the Mamliuk leader. On that occasion,
a great celebration was held in 689 A.H / 1290 A.D.‘YAl-Nuwayri talked about it,
saying: "... Princes assembled at Dunqulah’®’. Soldiers took up their arms... Al-
harariq'® at the Nile were decorated and al-zarragiin played with naft. Princes made a
feast in Asiis Church the largest church in Dunqulah. After that, they crowned the ruler
whom the Sultan sent and let him swear allegiance to the Sultan."” In that way, this

Sa‘id ‘Asir, al-Mugtama*, 102-103; Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 52-76, 276-
277, 339-346.

(1) Sawanf is the plural form of the Arabic word §ini and Sawnah. Itwas one of the oldest, biggest and
mostly used warships. It was considered to be an indispensible device of the fleet. About it. See: al-
‘Umari, al-Ta rif, 371; Muhammad al-Hamawt,al-Ustil, 32,56; Su‘ad Mahir, al-Bahariyyah fi misr
al-islamiyyah wa ataruha al-bagiyyah (Egypt: 1967), 352-353; ‘Utman ‘ASr1, al-Ustil, 103; Darwis
al-Nuhayli, al-Sufun al-islamiyyah ‘ala hurif al-mu ‘gam (Alexandria: 1974), 83-85; Ibrahtm Sa‘id, al-
Bahariyyah fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik (Cairo: 1983), 229-230; Safa’ al-Hindi, Tigniyyat al-aslihah al-
ayyibiyyah wa-l-mamlikiyyah wa tatawwuriha (6™ A.H / 12" A.D — 10" A.H / 16" A.D centuries)
(Master Thesis in Archaeology, Postgraduate Faculty, Jordan University: 2001), 74; Arttr Israyilyan,
Fan al-harb fi al-‘asr al-mamliki al-awwal bayna al-nazariyyah wa-I-tatbiq (PhD Thesis, Faculty of
Arts, History Department, Damascus University: 2007), 161.

(2) Ibn lyas, Bada’i* al-zuhir, 1/1, 320.

(3) About Nubia. See: Ibn ‘Abd al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir, 416; Tbn al-Furat, Tarthlbn al-Furat,released
by Qustantin Zurayq (Beirut: 1942), VII, 45-51; al-Qalqasandi, Subh, V, 275-278; al-Magqrizi, al-
Hitat, TV/1, 203; Tbn Sahin al-Zahiri, Nayl al-amal, 1, 376; Ibn Zahirah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 166-
167; Karam al-Sawi, Mamalik al-nibah fi-l- ‘asr al-mamliki idmihlalaha wa suqiitahd wa ataruhu fi
intisar al-Islam ft Sudan wadr al-nil (Cairo: 2006), 84-116.

(4)Ibn Minkili, al-Ahkam al-muliikiyyah wa-I-dawabit al-namiisiyyah fi fan al-gital fi-I-bahr, released by
‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al-Dayim (PhD Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Cairo University:
1974), 1, 55-56; Ibn ‘Abd al-Zahir, Tasrif al-ayyam, 154; Tbn al-Furat, Tarithlbn al-Furat, VIII, 91-92;
al-Magqrizi, al-Sulik, V111, 751-752; ‘Utman ‘ASr1, al-Ustil, 39; Qasim ‘Abduh, al-Nil, 97; Ibrahim
Sa‘ild, al-Bahariyyah, 97-98; Muhammad Hamzah, a/-Sultan al-Mansar Qalawin (Cairo: 1998), 97;
Karam al-Sawi, Mamalik al-nitbah, 111-116.

(5) Dunqulah is the capital of Nubia during the Mamluk period. al-Qalqasandi, Subh, V, 275; Ibrahim
Sa‘id, al-Bahariyyah, 96.

(6) Harartq and harraqat are the plural forms of the Arabic word harrdqah which originally denotes one
of the most important warships that was used in carrying sultans, princes and high ranking officials
during naval displays in the different occasions during the Mamlik period.About it. See: al-‘Umari,
al-Ta ‘rif, 371; Muhammad al-Hamaw1,a/-Ustil, 34-36; Su‘ad Mahir, al-Bahariyyah, 339-340; ‘Utman
‘Asrt, al-Ustil, 98-99; Darwis al-Nuhayli, al-Sufun al-islamiyyah, 32-37; Ahmad al-‘Abadi and al-
Sayyid Salim, Tarth al-bahariyyah al-islamiyyah fi misr wa-I-sam (Cairo: 1981), 248-249; Ibrahim
Sa‘id, al-Bahariyyah,107-109.

(7) Al-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-arab, XXXI, 44-45.
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military expedition succeeded in prevailing security in Nubia and subordinating it to the
Mamlik Sultanate as it was before.

Celebration of Civil Achievements

I- Constructing Buildings

The Mamliik period witnessed the building of various architectural constructions
including mosques, madrases and palaces. Meanwhile, Sultans were eager to have great
celebrations after their accomplishment(l).(z)For instance, Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad
Ibn Qalawiin held a big celebration for constructing al-Ablaq palace(3)in 714 AH/ 1314
1314 AD™ Ibn lyas wrote about it: "After founding the huge palace, the Sultan ordered
a banquet to be arranged at that day... Then, at the end of the night, singers and
musicians were brought and a great illumination was made. He stayed thereat that
night. In addition, a naft ignition was burned in al-Ramlah. It was a unique, royal
night... ".®) These words included obvious indications that fire works were used in
celebrating the foundation of architectural buildings during this period.

II-Constructing Ships

Mamliuk historical sources confirmed that Mamlik sultans were concerned with

constructing ships especially that of the fleet'®) to the extent that some of them

supervised its foundation by themselves!” .

(1) ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-4 ‘yad, 245-246.
(2) “‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A4 ‘yad, 245-246.

(3) About al-Ablaq palace. See: al- Qalqasandt, Subh, 111, 373,375-376; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 111, 652,669-
652,669-671; al-Zahir1, Zubdat, 86; Ibn lyas, Bada’i al-zuhur, 1/1, 485; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa'il al-
tarfth, 292.

(4) Al-Magqrizi, al-Sulitk, 1/1, 129; ‘Al Tbrahim, Dirasat fi tarth al-mamalik al-bahariyyah wa fi ‘asr al-
NdsirvMuhammad biwaghin has (Cairo: 1948), 365; ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Magid, Nuzum al-mamalik, 11,
168; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A4 ‘yad, 202; Usamah Hasan, al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawin (Cairo: 1997),
45.

(5) Tbn Iyas, Bada’i * al-zuhir, 1/1, 445.

(6) About fleet in the Mamliik period. See: Ibn Minkilt, al-Ahkam al-mulikiyyah, 1, 25-33; Muhammad
al-Hamawi, al-Ustil, 27,87-88,115-117,137-138; Su‘ad Mahir, al-Bahariyyah, 113-133; ‘Utman
‘A8ri, al-Ustiil, 25-47,55-60; Fayid ‘Astr, al-Tanzimdt al-‘askariyyah, 457-465; D. Ayalon, "The
Mamliiks and Naval Power", Studies on the Mamliks of Egypt (London: 1977), 1-12; Ahmad al-
‘Abadi and al-Sayyid Salim, al-Bahariyyah, 213-214,218,220-226,266-268,294-340; Ibrahtm Sa‘id,
al-Bahariyyah, 34-39,74-75,92-102; Tariq al-Hamadani, "al-Sufun al-bahariyyah al-‘arabiyyah wa
nasatatiha fi al-bahr al-ahmar wa-1- muhit al-hind1 fi matla® al-qarn al-sadis ‘asar", a/-Mawrid, 4t
Issue, (1983), XII, 16-21; Halid al-Salim, Mawani’ al-bahr al-ahmar wa atarahda fi tigarat dawlat al-
mamalik (PhD,Faculty of Arts, History Department, Yarmouk University: 2004), 361-365; Han1 Fahr,
al-Nizam al- ‘askari fi dawlat al-mamalik (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Gaza
University: 2007), 99-102; ‘Ala’ Rizq, Dirasat fi tarth ‘asr salatin al-mamalik, (Cairo: 2008), 137-
168; Mahmud Halid, al-Nasat al-bahart lidawlat al-mamalik fi al-bahr al-mutawassit (Master Thesis,
Faculty of Arts, History Department, Damascus University: 2012), 65-92; Tariq Galal, al-Gays fi al-
‘asr al-mamlitki (Cairo: 2012), 103-105; ‘Al Ibrahim, al-Gay$wa-I-bahariyyah fi‘asr al-mamalik,
Rasa’il al-tagafah al-harbiyyah (Cairo: no date), 38-45

(7) See for instance: Ibn Saddad, Tarih al-Malik al-Zahir, released by Ahmad Hatit (Cairo: 2009), 100,
312; Ibn ‘Abd al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir, 92,387; Baybars al-Dawadar, Zubdat al-fikrah fi tarih al-
higrah, released by Zubaydah ‘Ata (Cairo: 2001), 134-136,395;Abu al-Fida, al-Muhtasar fi ahbar al-
basar, released by Muhammad ‘Azab and Yahya Husayn(Cairo: 1998), 1V, 12; al-Nuwayri, Nikayat

615



Celebrations and Occasions Witnessing Fire Works in accordance with the Mamliik Historical Sources

Besides, they were greatly interested in celebrating such
accomplishments.Concerning this,Ibn Iyas elaborated on describing the profound
celebration that was held by Sultan al-GawrT in 918 A.H / 1512 A.D,saying: "...The
Sultan brought the grand boat, al-Galyiin, which he erected... It was berthed at the
Nilometre. Lamps were suspended from its poles... At that night, the Nilometre was
lighted by five quintals of oil and ten thousand lamps. Then, the Sultan made a naft
ignition costing about one hundred and seventy dinars which is the same expense of that
of al-Mahmal that was made at al-Ramlah in front of the Citadel. Naft was taken from
Cairo in a procession preceded with drums and pipes. There were 50 qulla‘ al-naft, naft
containers, 60 mi’zanah, minarets, 10 azyar, casks, 40 garrah, jars, 300 sawarih kibar,
large firecrackers, 1200 ma ’wiyycit(l), water pieces, 10 Sagarat, trees, 20 tananir,
chandeliers, 2000 gita’, pieces, and 40 5u‘al, blazes. Reaching the bank, naft was put in
50 boats which were lined up in front of the Nilometer ... It was burned before the
Sultan ... At that moment, all princesstood. That unique night was really incomparable
... It was distinguished with its festivity and high attendance ... Even young women
were prompted to leave their boudoirs to watch that stunning illumination and
marvellous naft ignition... ",

This text presented by Ibn lyasisconsidered to be one of the most significant
historical remarks about fire works ultimately. He provided us with a detailed depiction
of the naft ignition andits prominent tools as well as its expenses. it is obvious thatfire
works were one of the most important celebratory demonstrations used during naval
displays to mark erecting ships throughout that period®.

Celebrating Recovery

Mamliks historical sources are replete with many indications proving that the
recovery of sultans and high ranking people as well as prominent hawandat™ was a

al-arab, XXX, 179-180; Ibn al-Furat, Ayyubids, Mamlitkes and Crusaders, Selections from the Tarih
al-duwal wa-I-mulitk of Ibn al-Furat, translated by U. and M. C. Riley-Smith (Cambridge: 1971),],
199, 202;al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 473; 1, 615-618; al-Suluk, UII, 447; 1II/I, 113; Ibn Hagar al-
‘Asqalant, Inba’ al-gumr, 111, 342, 346-348, 366; al-‘Ayni, ‘Iqd al-guman, released by Muhammad
Amin (Cairo: 1988), II, 60,79; released by ‘Abd al-Raziq al-Tantawi, 1989, (825 — 850 A.H), 254; al-
Zahiri, Zubdat, 141,238-244; Tbn Tagribirdi, al-Nugium al-azahirah, V11, 154-155, 157; X1, 35-36;
X1V, 275-276; Tbn al-Sayrafi, Nuzhat al-nufiis wa-I-abdan fi tawarih al-zaman, released by Hasan
Habagi (Cairo: 1973),I1I, 71-72; al-Sahawi, al-Tibr al-masbiik, 1, 125,156-157; Ibn Sahin al-Zahirf,
Nayl al-amal, 1, 378, 385; 11, 228,231; 1V, 167,175; VI, 64-65, 86-87; Ibn lyas, Bada’i ‘ al-zuhur, /11,
27-28; 11, 362; 1V, 139,212, 244, 246, 355, 365-366.

(1) Mamluk military manuscripts mentioned ma wiyyat which are probably nafi pieces that do not
extinguish by water but in fact its fire appears when they are broken on water surface. See: Hasan al-
Rammah, al-Frisiyyah, 67-68,120; Anonyme, ‘Iyarat al-naft al-muhtag ilayha fi-I-hurith, manuscript
no. 28 funiin harbiyyah, Institute of Arab Manuscripts, fols. 102-103. Mamluks also knew ‘iyar mawi
which is a gunpowder recipe that is also inextinguished by water.

(2) Tbn lyas, Bada’i* a{—zuhﬁr, IV, 276-279; Qasim ‘Abduh, al-Nil, 91; Ibrahim Sa‘id, al-Bahariyyah, 71-
72; Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 285.

(3) Ibn Minkili, al-Ahkam al-mulikiyyah, 1, 33; ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Magid, Nuzum al-mamalik, 1, 198;
Qasim ‘Abduh, ‘Asr al-Mamalik, 331-332.

(4) See for instance: Abu al-Fida, al-Muhtasar, 1V, 119; Tbn al-Wardi, Tatimmat al-muhtasar fi ahbar al-

basar, released by Ahmad al-Badrawt (Lebanon: 1970), I1, 417; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 11/1, 257; 1I/11, 318;

Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, Inba’ al-gumr, 11, 37; 111, 225, 227; al-‘Ayni, ‘Iqd al-guman, released by ‘Abd al-

Raziq al-Tantawt (Cairo: 1985), (815 — 824 A.H), 386; Ibn Tagribirdi, Hawadit al-duhir, 1, 517; al-
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cause deserving prolonged celebrations. There were various manifestations for these
celebrations such as putting embellishments, arranging banquets, giving charities and
other deeds'".

Ibn Tagribirdi narrated a recovery celebration arranged in 859 A.H / 1455 A.D for
Hawand Zaynab'®, the wife of Sultan al-Asraf Inal (857 — 865 A.H / 1453 — 1461 A.D)
saying:"HawandZaynab, the Sultan’s wife, regained her health... and when her mood
improved, congratulating forms of drums, reed pipes and others were offered to her, her
attendants got so pleased and visitors came to see her especially after hurling various
types of naft such flowers, rockets and others ... Knowing about this naft, people from
everywhere directed towards Buldq bank. Bulaq’s wide streets and banks were
overcrowded. This occasion resembled the Mahmal Tour days or the plenitude of the
Nile or even more. However, the naft display did not deserve and most audience
regretted coming".”) Tbn Iyas highlighted this celebration, saying: "... The stunning naft
ignition that was launched for her cure made young women leave their boudoirs to

watch it. They spent a special night in Bilag... "“.

It is obvious that Ibn Tagribirdi expression "hurling various types of naft such as
flowers, rockets and others" coincides with Ibn Iyas expression "naft ignition" which
confirmed that the naft ignition indicatesfire works that were used in various occasions
during the Mamluk period.

III- River Celebrations

Nile Plenitude and Dam Opening

Egyptians deeply dignify the Nile as it is considered to be the source of life in
Egypt.®'Tafur,the famous traveler who also visited Egypt during the 9" century A.H/

Nugim al-azahirah, VIII, 88; IX, 94; XIV, 104; Ibn Sahin al-Zahir, Nayl al-amal, 11, 114, 331; 1V, 59-
60; Ibn Iyas, Bada’i* al-zuhar, I/11, 169; Tbn Tultn, Mufakahat al-hillan fi hawadit al-zaman, released by
Muhammad Mustafa (Cairo: 1962), 1, 165, 262.

(1) Sa‘id ‘Asir, al-Mugtama’, 194-195; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala ‘ib, 11, 211-212; Hayat al-Haggi,
Ahwal al-‘ammah fi hukm al-mamalik (Kuwait: 1994), 26-27; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A ‘vad, 199-202;
Lutft Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih, 66; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabagat al-sa ‘biyyah, 230-231; ‘Ala’ Rizq,
‘Ammat al-gahirah, 144; Tariq Mansir and Mahasin al-Waqqad, al-Naft istihdamuhu wa
tatawwuruhu ‘inda al-muslimin (64 — 923 A.H / 684 — 1517 A.D) (Cairo: 2006), 42; Nabil Gamil, al-
Ihtifalat, 102-104; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘yad, 243-245

(2) About Hawand Zaynab. See: Al-Sahawi, al-Daw’ al-lami‘ li’ahl al-qarn al-tasi‘ (Beirut: 1992), XII,
44 - 45

(3) Ibn Tagribirdi, Hawadit al-duhir, 1, 449-450; Tbn Sahin al-Zahird, Naylal-amal, V, 436; Sa‘id ‘Asiir,
al-Mugtama’, 130; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, La femme au temps des Mamlouks en Egypte, IFAO, V, (Le
Caire: 1973), 4-5; al-Mar’ah fi misr al-mamlikiyyah (Cairo: 1999), 20-21; Fayzah Mahmud,
Marasim al-zawag fi misr wa bilad al-sam min al-"asr al-fatimt hatta mihayat ‘asr dawlat al-mamalik
(Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Yarmouk University: 2003), 80-81; Nabil ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz, al-Mala ‘b, 11, 211

(4) Ton lyas, Bada’i‘al-zuhir, 11, 324; Safahat lam tunSar min badd’i‘ al-zuhiir fi waqd’i ‘al-duhir,
released by Muhammad Mustafa (Cairo: 1951), 26. See also: Tariq Manstir and Mahasin al-Waqqad,
al-Naft, 42.

(5) About the Nile. See: al-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-arab, XIX, 321-322; al-Qalqasandt, Subh, 111, 289-297;
al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 132-144; al-Zahiri, Zubdat, 85-86; al-Suyiitt, Husn al-muhddarah, 11, 315-317;
Ibn Zahirah, al-Fada'’il al-bahirah, 157-177,185-186; Mahmiud Rizq, al-Nil fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik,
(Cairo: 1965), 8-15; Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mutanazzahdt al-qahirah, 15-18.
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15™ century A.D,described it as follows: "The water of the Nile is the best in the world
and seems in truth to be water of Paradise"":

Consequently, Egyptians gave due care for measuring the Nile level(2)constant1y. As
soon as it reached the plenitude level®, a great national festival used to be held in which
all social classes participated.”

Mamliiks were keen on celebrating this occasion™ that was held through two stages:
tahliq al-miqyds, anointing the nilometre®and kasr al-halig, opening the dam.”

Al-QalgaSand1 presented a detailed description for that occasion in the following
quotation: "Know that the Sultan may go to the dam's opening ... head to the Nilometre
.. and make a banquet there ... The guardian of the Nilometre'® takes the bowl of the

(1) Pero Tafur, Travels and Adventures 1435-1439, translated by Malcolm Letts (London:1926): 70;
Qasim ‘Abduh, a/-Nil, 121.

(2) Egyptians knew many nilometres for measuring the level of the Nile. About these nilometres, . See:
al-Qalqasandt, Subh, 111, 297-298; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 150-163; Ibn Iyas, Nuzhat al-umam, 82-92;
Ibn Zahirah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 148,178-179; Pero Tafur, Travels, 79-80; Mahmiid Rizq, al-Nil,
33-35; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, al- ‘Imarah al-islamiyyah, 29-30; W. Popper, "The Cairo Nilometre",
NSI, ed. by Fuat Sezgin,Frankfurt 2001, XLIV, 145-155.

(3) Plenitude is often the Nile level of sixteen cubits as it was considered the eagerly awaited level where
the occasion of formal ceremony took place. When the Nile was in flood, villages were drowned.
When it decreased barrenness and famine prevail.. See: Ibn Battutah, al-Rihlah, 1, 31-32; al-
QalgaSandt, Subh, 111, 293,299-300; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 155, 158,162; 11, 552; Mahmid Rizq, al-
Nil, 43, 50; W. Popper, "The Cairo", 204-228.

(4) Qasim ‘Abduh, al-Nil, 43; ‘Asr al-mamalik, 302-303; Ibrahim Sa‘id, al-Bahariyyah, 68; Aminah
Mahmud, Haywat al-mar’ah fi al-dawlah al-mamlikiyyah ft misrwaal-sam (648-923 A.H/ 1250-1517
A.D) (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History Department, Yarmouk University: 1997), 128-129;
Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabagat al-sa ‘biyyah, 231.

(5) Tbn Saddad, al-Malik al-Zahir, 158; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim al—azczhirah, X1, 233; Ibn Iyas, Bada’i‘
al-zuhir, 1/1, 3%4; Ibn al-Sayraft, Nuzhat al-nufus, 111, 199; Sa‘id ‘ASur, al-Zahir Baybars, 172-173;
Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 305-306; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-4 ‘yad, 239-243.

(6) During the Mamlik period, the level of the Nile was measured by the nilometre situated at al-Rawdah
Rawdah Tsle. About that Nilometre. See: al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 111, 298; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 111, 588-
589; al-Zahiri, Zubdat, 89; Mahmud Rizq, al-Nil, 45-48; Qasim ‘Abduh, al-Nil, 42; ‘Abd al-Mun‘im
Magid, Nuzumal-mamalik, 11, 129; J.C.Ardagh, "Nilometres", NSI (Frankfurt: 2001), XLIV, 62-72;F.S
Richards, "Nilometre on Roda Island", NSI (Frankfurt: 2001), XLIV, 80-83; W. Popper, "The Cairo
Nilometre", NSI, XLIV, 156-196; Creswell, "The Cisterns of Qairawan and the Nilometre on Roda
Island", NSI (Frankfurt: 2001), XLIV, 412-428; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, al- ‘Imarah al-islamiyyah, 30-
33.

(7) About the demonstration of this celebration. See: al-QalqaSandi, Subh, 1V, 47-48; Ibn Stdun, Nuzhat
al-nufus, 57; Mahmiid Rizq, al-Nil, 51,53-55; Qasim ‘Abduh, al-Nil, 43-46; ‘Asr al-mamalik, 302-
305; Ahmad al-‘Abadt and al-Sayyid Salim, al-Bahariyyah, 227-228; Ibrahim Sa‘id, al-Bahariyyah,
67-72; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A‘yad, 219, 224, 234-236; Huda Lutfi, "Coptic Festivals of the Nile:
Aberrations of the Past?", The Mamlitks in Egyptian Politics and Society, ed. By Thomas Philipp and
Ulrich Haarmann (Cambridge: 1998), 269-273; W. Popper, "The Cairo Nilometre, 210-213, 222-227;
Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, al-‘ITmarah al-islamiyyah, 34-35; Nabil Gamil, al-Ihtifalat, 113-122,139;
‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘yad, 234-243.

(8) The guardian of the Nilometre was an official with entire control of all matters connected with the
Nilometre structure including its upkeep and repair, the daily determination and announcement of the
height of the Nile during the period of its rise and the performance of certain functions connected with
the annual ceremony at the attainment of plenitude. See: W. Popper, "The Cairo Nilometre", 197.
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dissolved saffron and swims in... the Nilometre ... to anoint the column ... The Sultan's
harrdaqah along with those of the princes that were greatly embellished ..}followed by
countless number of boats carrying audience sailinto the mouth of the gulf”. The Sultan
in his great harrdaqah known as al-Dahabiyyah, the princes' hararig play ...and
hurlwith naft cannons ...The Sultan's harragah proceeds ... The dam is opened in his
attendance ..."?"

Martyr Day

The Martyr Day was a Coptic feastthat took place at the eighth of Bashans® in
Subra™®. This celebration was related to the Christians’ claim that the Nile River did not
increase annually unless "a finger of a martyr", a predecessor saint, is thrown with its
coffin into the Nile. Thus, being correlated with the Nileplenitude, all Egyptians were
keen on celebrating that occasion. They used to gather from all over Egypt so as to
enjoy the various amusement forms that were held in that great national festival.

Mamliik historical sources are full of marks about this feast at that period®. Al-
Magqrizi for example said: "It was one of the most charming days for the Egyptian
people”® Tbn Tyas described this occasion as follows: "Senior copts... used to get into
boats to witness the moment of throwing the finger into the Nile River.Candles and
lamps that were lit on their boards illuminated thebank... People got so amazed by the
impressive show of burning nufit... The Martyr Day was one of the most well-attended,
stunning feasts in Cairo... .

(1) The dam that was opened at the attainment of plenitude is on the gulf that was called the gulf of Cairo.
See: al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 111, 302-303, 340; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 190-199; Muhammad al-Sistaw,
Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 187-198,299-301.

(2) Al-Qalgasandi, Subh, IV, 47-48; Ibn Zahirah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 200, 208-209, 213-215; Qasim
‘Abduh, al-Nil, 44-45;Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A‘vad, 219, 234-235; Muhammad al-Sistawi,
Mutanazzahat al-gahirah, 306-308; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala ‘ib, 11, 205; 56-57; Nabil Gamil, al-
Ihtifalat, 117-118,120-122; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A ‘yad, 237-239.

(3) Bashans is the ninth month of the Coptic calendar that composes of thirty days and lasts from the 26™
26" of April to the 26™ of May of the Julian calender. . See: al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 11, 377; al-Magqrizi,
al-Hitat, 1, 711-712, 736-737; Ibn Zahirah, al-Fada’il al-bahirah, 141; Murad Kamil, Hadarit misr,
199,203.

(4) Subra here refers to Subra al-Hayyam which is a suburb in Cairo. The church that had the finger of the
the martyr located there. When it was teared down and that finger was burned, the Martyr Day was
annulled decisively. About it. See: al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 183,185; Ibn Sahin al-Zahir1, Nay! al-amal,
I, 268.

(5) See for example: al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 183-185; al-Sulik, 1I/11, 451-452; al-‘Ayni, ‘Iqd al-guman,
IV, 267-268; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiim al-azahirah, VIII, 202-203; al-Sahawi, al-Tibr al-masbiik, 1,
52-53; al-Suyutt, Husn al-muhadarah, 11, 274; Tbn Sahin al-Zahiri, Naylal-amal, 1, 267-268; Ibn lyas,
Bada’i‘ al-zuhur, 1/1, 565-567; Nuzhat al-umam, 112-115.

(6) Al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 1, 183.

(7) Ton Iyas, Bada'i‘ al-zuhiir, /1, 566; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A ‘vad, 236; Muhammad al-Sitawi,
Mutanazzahat al-gahirah, 314; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala Tb, 11, 209-210; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-
A‘yad, 119.
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IV- Family Celebrations
Marriage

Marriage'" is one of the most significant family pleasant occasions that received
remarkable attention in the Mamliik period. It starts with the engagement in which the
matchmaker played a profound role in finding the suitable bride who matched the
groom's descriptions. Ibn Danyal clarified the reason behind the groom's need for her,
saying: "She knows every free woman, every whore and every good one in Egypt and
Cairo"®. After the engagement period, the prenuptial ceremony was held in which the
marriage contract was concluded”. After that, the bride's trousseau*'wasprepared in
order to be transferred to the marital house in a big procession. Then, they held wedding
celebration that lasted for several days on which wedding feasts, songs and other

manifestations of happiness and delightment took place®.

Mamliiks spent lavishly on the wedding parties this can be easily observed through
contemplating their vivid descriptions in the Mamliik historical sources.’For example,
in 727 A.H / 1327 AD, Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawtn married off one of his
daughters to Prince Qawsin'”, the cup bearer™. Al-Magqrizi described their wedding as
as follows: "... The wedding party lasted for seven days during which five thousand

(1) About Marriage. See: Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, La femme, 123-174; al-Mar’ah, 65-66.

(2) Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, La femme, 59; al—Mar’ahv, 37,66-67; Mahasin al-Waqqad, al-Tabagat al-
Sa ‘biyyah, 146-147,239-241; Fayzah al-Wikil, al-Suwar (gihdz al-‘ariis fi misr) fi ‘asr salatin al-
mamalik (Cairo: 2001), 410-412

(3) See: Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, "‘Aqd zawag ahad mamalik dawlat al-kuniiz al-islamiyyah", Faculty of
Arts Magazine, Emirates University: 1988), IV, 9-20; La femme, 1%9-133; al-Mar’ah, 72-76; Mahasin
al-Waqqad,al-Tabagat al-sa ‘biyyah, 241-242; Fayzah al-Wikil, al-Suwar, 413-422,424-428

(4) About trousseau. See: Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, La femme,vl38-152; al-Mar’ah, 77-80; Mahasin al-
Waqqad,al-Tabaqgat al-sa ‘biyyah, 242; Fayzah al-Wikil, al-Suwar, 43-306,444-453

(5) About the celebratory demonstrations of marriage. See: Ibn Siidun, Nuzhat al-nufiis, 76-79,106-107;
Aminah Mahmiid, Haywat al-mar’ah, 80-98; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, La femme, 157; al-Mar’ah, 80-
88; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa’il al-tarfih, 149-150; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabaqgat al-sa ‘biyyah,
243;Fayzah al-Wikil, al-Suwar, 429- 443; Muhammad Hasan, al-Usrah al-misriyyah, 110; Fayzah
Mahmud, Marasim al-zawag, 106-143; Hibah Mahmud, "al-Zawag f1 usar salatin al-mamalik", Anisl,
XLII(2008), 25-45; Muhammad‘Abd al-Salam, al-Hayah al-taqafiyyah, 251; Nabil Gamil, al-
Ihtifalat, 130; Husam Ahmad, al-Zawag al-siyast fi misr fi ‘asr dawlat al-mamalik al-bahariyyah
(648-784 A.H / 1250 — 1382 A.D)(Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, History and Archaeology
Department, Alexandria University: 2012), 190-202; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-4 ‘yad, 158-191

(6) See for instance: Ibn Saddad, al-Malik al-Zahir, 166-168; al-‘Ayni, ‘Igd al-guman, 11, 154-156; (815 -
-824 A.H), 174; Tbn Tagribirdi, Hawadit al-duhiir, 204-205; al-Nugiam al-azahirah, V11, 165-166; IX,
89-90, 211-212; al-Sahawi, al-Tibr al-masbiik, 111, 12-13; Ibn Sahin al-Zahiri, Naylal-amal, 1, 213,
409; 11, 214; 111, 254; V, 301; VIII, 70,72-73; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, al-Mar’ah, 81-84; Fayzah al-
Wikil, al-Suwar, 433-440.

(7) About Qawstin al-Saqt al-Nasir1. See: al-Safadt, 4 ‘yan al-‘asr wa a ‘wan al-nasr, released by ‘Ali Abu
Abii Zayd and others (Damascus: 1998), IV, 136-141.

(8) Al-Safadi, A4‘yan al-‘asr, 1V, 137-138; Ibn Katir, al-Bidayah wa-l-nihdayah, XVIII, 278; Ibn
Tagribirdi, al-Nugim al-azahirah, IX, 211-212; Muhammad ‘Asi, Israf saldtin al-mamalik (Cairo:
1994), 54; Fayzah al-Wikil, al-Suwar, 433-434; Fayzah Mahmid, Mardsim al-zawag, 128-129;
Husam Ahmad, al-Zawag al-siyasi, 175,194-195; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-A4 ‘yad, 177.
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sheep, one hundred cows, fifty horses, and innumerable hens and geese were

slaughtered... Moreover, Prince Qaglis” spent eZ%hly thousand dirhams on establishing
a tower of gunpowder and naft at the Citadel... "®.

Circumcision

Circumcision was considered one of the important family occasions that different
social classes gave due care during the Mamluk period. On the day of the ceremony the
child was sent to the bath with his new clothes. Then, he was lifted on the back of a very
ornamented horse and taken in a procession along streets surrounded by people carrying
swords.The family of the child threw a great party. The stereotype was that the barber
was conventionally responsible for circumcising children at these ages. Relatives and

friends used to attend these occasions and offer courtesy money in the circumcision
bowl.*”

For instance, in 886 A.H / 1481 A.D, the circumcision party of the boys of the Judge
and Secretary Ibn Muzhir”was held at al-Ratli Pond.’Tbn Iyas described it,saying:
"The secretary ordered all the pond inhibatants to light a big illumination in their
houses and started to distribute ten rotls of oil and a table carrying excellent food of
thatfeast for each house. They paid exaggerated attention to the illumination... to the
extent that the pond looked shiny. He made an astonishing naft ignition of which the like
was never seen before, young women were prompted to leave their boudoirs to watch
it... Such dazzling illumination and naft ignition lasted for three successive days. This
was a very unique event that had never happened before. Four hundred boats full of
people sailed in the pond ..."® .

After this enumeration of the different celebrations that were held during the
Mamlik period, it is obvious that fire works played an important role as one of the most
significant manifestations of these celebrations.

II- Fireworks in Entertainment

Throughout history, the Egyptian people are famous for their humourness and
tendancy for amusing and entertaining. Ibn Batutah described them as being "fond of

(1) About Prince Sayf al-Din Qaglis. See: Ibn al-Gazri, Hawadit al-zamanwa anba’ih wa wafiyyat al-
akabir wa-I-a ‘yan min abna’ih, al-ma ‘rif bi-tarth Ibn al-Gazri, released by ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam
Tadmuri(Beirut: 1998), I1, 478; al-Safadt, 4 ‘yan al- ‘asr, 11, 107; V, 257

(2) Al-Maqriz, al-Suliik, 11, 288; al-Hitat, IV/1, 253

(3) About circumcision, . See: Ibn Stidin, Nuzhat al-nufiis, 54, 75, 82-83, 110-111,114; Sa‘id ‘Asr, al-
Mugtama’, 124-125; al-‘Asr al-mamaliki, 320; Aminah Mahmid, Haywat al-mar’ah, 121-122;
Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabaqgat al-Sa‘biyyah, 138-139, 245;Muhammad Hasan, al-Usrah al-
misriyyah, 113; Nabil Gamil, al-Thtifalat, 131; ‘Alya’ al-Babawi, al-4 ‘vad, 196-199.

(4) About Abii Bakr Ibn Muzhir. See: Ibn al-Gazri, Tarih Ibn al-Gazri, 1, 74; al-Sahawi, al-Daw’ al-
lami‘, X1, 88 — 89, 271; al-Suyiti, Nazm al- ‘iqyvan fi a‘yan al-a ‘yan, released by Filib Hatta (Beirut:
1927), 143.

(5) Al-Maqdisi, al-Mufaharat al-bahirah, 23-24.

(6) Ibn lyas, Bada’i‘ al-zuhar, 111, 186-187; Doris Abouseif, Azbakiyya and its Environs from Azbak to
Ismail, Anlsl-Suppl., V1, (Le Caire: 1985), 21-22; Gaylan ‘Abbas, al-A ‘yad, 299; Muhammad al-
Sistawi, Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 289-290; Lutft Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih, 150-151,174; ‘Alya’ al-
Babawi, al-A ‘yad, 197.
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singing and merriment"". Piloti de Crete said:"The water of the Nile is endowed with
some characteristic that make people feel happy, merry andshelter them from worry and

2
sorrow".®

Outings

Mamlik Sultans liked going out for relaxation and pleasure.Sultan al-Nasir Hasan
for instance went on a journey in 762 A.-H/ 1360 AD", about which Ibn Iyas said: "The
Sultan crossed over and directed towards Kiim Bara™ in the spring ... feeling pleasant
there, he remained for three months ... enjoying the consummatecomfort. Every night,
he listened to music ...and watched shadow play in addition to naft ignitions ..."”

Acrobatics

Acrobatics were considered to be one of the entertainments that were widespread
during the Mamlik period. People were keen on witnessing the performance of
acrobatics that required skill and nimbleness. Thus, they gathered from all over the

country to watch its wonderful arts'®.

Mamlik historical sources reported that in 828 A.H / 1425 A.D a Mamlik tied a rope
at al-Rumaylahbetween the minaret of Sultan Hasan’smadrasahand the roof of tabaqgat
al—Airaﬁyyahmat the Citadel to walk along. He presented a lot of acrobatics and hurled
by usingmukhulah, cannon, andgawsal-rigl, leg bow. Sultan al-AsSraf Barsbay, princes
as well as a huge crowd watched theshow of this ropewalker.® Al-ZahirT said about this

(1) Tbn Battitah, al—Rihlah,v I, 28; Sa‘id ‘Asir, al-Mugtama’, 102; Qasim ‘Abduh, ‘Asral-mamalik,
289,337; Muhammad gl—SiétéwI, Mutanazzahat al-qahirah, 269; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabagat al-
Sa ‘biyyah, 247; Nabil Gamil, al-Ihtifalat, 143.

(2) Sa‘id ‘Asur, al-Mugtama*, 102; al-Zahir Baybars, 164; Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mutanazzahat al-
qahirah, 269-270; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih, 280.

(3) Al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, IV/1, 284; Muhammad Gamal, 4 ‘mal al-giziyyah, 120.

(4) Kiim Bara is in Giza. About it. See: Ibn Dugmagq, a{—lntisdr li-wasitat ‘aqd al-amsar (Beirut: 1976), 1,
I, 132; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, IV/1, 284; Muhammad Gamal, 4 ‘mal al-giziyyah, 21.

(5) Ibn lyas, Bada’i‘ al-zuhir, 1/1, 572-573; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih, 350; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-
Mala b, 11, 212.

(6) Al-Magqrizi, al-Suluk, IV/, 713-714,716-717; Tbn Sahin al-Zahir, Nayl al-amal, V111, 171; Ibn lyas,
Bada’i‘ al-zuhiir, 11, 105; Sa‘id ‘Asir, al-Mugtama‘, 107, Ahmad ‘Abd al-Raziq, "Wasa’il al-
tasliyah‘inda al-muslimin", Dirasat fi-I-hadarah al-islamiyyah (Cairo: 1985), 1, 100-101; Lutft
Nassar, Wasa'il al-tarfih, 278-289; Muhammad al-Sistawi, Maydadin al-qahirah fi al-‘asr al-mamlikt
(Cairo: 1999), 34-37; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabagat al-sa ‘biyyah, 144,251-252; Zaka’ al-Ansari,
Anmat al-hikayah al-Sa ‘biyyah fi-lI-qarn al-tasi‘ al-higrt ‘asr salatin al-mamalik (800-900 A.H) (PhD
thesis, Faculty of Arts, Arabic Language Department, Cairo University: 2004), 33; Samah al-Sallawi,
al-Galiyat al-agnabiyyah fi misr fi al-‘asr al-mamlitki (Cairo: 2014), 116.

(7) The tabaqahrefers to one of the twelveSultanic Mamlik #ibdq of the Citadel. Each one was like a
quarter that could accommodate one thousand Mamliiks in its dwellings. About fibdq. See: al-Maqrizi,
al-Hitat, 111, 691-695; al-Zahirl, Zubdat, 87-88; Sa‘id ‘Asiir, al-Mugtama, 58.

(8) Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, Inba’ al-gumr, 111, 348; al-‘Ayni, ‘Iqd al-guman, (825-850 A.H), 256-257;
Ibn al-Sayrafi, Nuzhat al-nufis, 111, 73-74;1bn Sahin al-Zahiri, Nayl al-amal, IV, 192; Qasim ‘Abduh,
‘Asral-mamalik, 337; Mahasin al-Waqqad,al-Tabaqat al-Sa ‘biyyah, 251-252; Lutfi Nassar, Wasa'il
al-tarfih, 278;Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mayadin al-gahirah, 35; R. Irwin, "Gunpowder and Firearms in
the Mamluk Sultanate Reconsidered”, the Mamliks in Egyptian and Syria Politics and Society, the
Medieval Mediterranean Peoples, Economies and Cultures, L1 (Boston: 2004), 122.
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incident: " ...4 foreigner who came to Egypt and embraced Islam — tied a rope between
a minaret and the roof oftabaqat al-Asrafiyyahwhich is the highest tabaqah of the
Citadel. The inbetween distance reaches about a mile. While walking along it on his
hands and feet, he kept on launching naft and hurling by using a garh bow. When he
reached the middle of the rope, he threw himself. All the gathered Egyptians screamed.
Meanwhile, he clung to a fine robe that he had tied to the walking robe. He ascended
up, shouted and invoked peace and blessing on Prophet Muhammad... "'').The
aforementioned information clarified that the expression"hurled by using a mukhulah"
refers to hurling naft which means that fire works were used in acrobatic shows.
Besides, the acrobat usage of mukhalah while being on a rope is an ample evidence that
Mamliks knew light, portable makahil. It is worth mentioning that there were various
means of entertainment during the Mamlik period in which fire works played a
dominating role.

III- Fireworks in Power Show-Off

Processions

Sultans, princes and dignitaries were fond of processions as they demonstrate
strength and reverence. Mamluk historical sources illustratedthe magnificence and
splendour of theseparades. Thus, all the society classes were quite keen on witnessing
such processions'®. Ibn Iyas provided us with many recitations about some processions.
processions. For instance, he described the parade of Sultan Muhammad Ibn Qaytibayin
903 A.H /1497 A.D, saying: "...He used to wander in a procession everyday after the
evening prayer along with his cousins preceded by two round lanterns and four
flambeausx... and many dark slaves with makahil of naft... " .

Guarding Ports

Mamliks were seriously concerned with guarding Alexandria which was one of the
most important coastal cities having a strategic site on the Mediterranean'®. Al-NuwayrT
Nuwayr1 al-Skandariin the following quotation illustrated some of its guarding
manifestations in 766 A.H / 1365 A.D: "The Sultan deputy at Alexandria, Prince Halil
Salah al-Din Ibn “‘Arram® left it to Honoured Higaz to perform pilgrimage... He put a

(1) Al-Zahiri, Zubdat, 94.

(2) About processions. See: ‘Al Ibrahim, al-Mamalik, 357-358; Sa‘id ‘A&ir, al-Mugtama*, 76-80; Nabil
Gamil, al-Ihtifalat, 98-102,149; Manal ‘Abd al-Magid, Haddarat misr al-islamiyyah fi al-‘asr al-
mamlitki, 25-26.

(3) Tbn Iyas, Bada’i‘ al-zuhar, 1, 383, 387; D. Ayalon, Gunpowder and Firearms in the Mamlitk
Kingdom (London: 1956), 68-69; Lutfi Nassar, Wasd'il al-tarfih, 142, 284; ‘Ala’ Rizq, ‘Ammat al-
qahirah, 126; Tariq Mansir and Mahasin al-Waqqad, a/-Naft, 43; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala b, 11,
213.

(4) About Alexandria. See: al-Qalqasandt, Subh, 111, 407-408; al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat,1, 392 - 407, 473 - 474;
474; al-Zahir, Zubdat, 103;Mahmid Halid, al-Nasat al-bahart, 98-102; Muhammad Ibrahim, Nuwwab
al-saltanah al-mamlikiyyah bi-madinat al-askandariyyah wa aham atarahumal- mi‘mariyyah wa-I-
SJaniyyah (767 — 923 A.H/ 1365 — 1517 A.D) (Master Thesis,Faculty of Arts, Archaeology Department,
‘Ain Shams University: 2015), 21.

(5) About Ibn ‘Arram. See: Muhammad Ibrahim, Nuwwab al-askandariyyah, 449, 452, 454, 457-459,
461-462.

623



Celebrations and Occasions Witnessing Fire Works in accordance with the Mamliik Historical Sources

prince called Ganagra” on behalf of him. When Ganagra entered Alexandria, he saw
its volunteered patrols guarding its harbour... with their strained garh bows, flying silk
flags, mazariq, lances... and enflaming naft with its blazing fire. In their colourful
clothes, they seem like roses in a garden. Seeing them at that state, Ganagra cried and
said: "These are the owners of the Paradise."...He stayed there from Sawwal 7664.H /
1365 AD... to Muharram... He kept on observing those guards who alternate guarding
the port once a week. He watched the zarraqin who throw off naft with its... flying
sparksas well as spirals that rotate with various colours of fire: greenness, yellowness,
whiteness and redness.Thus, he became so delighted from night to day ... "*.The
aforementioned quotation has a quite important historical significance as it testified the
usage of various sorts of fire workswith their numerous colours in guarding the port of
Alexanderia so as to declarethe strength of the harbour's garrison who were responsible
for repelling hostile attacks®.

Delegates

Being a very greatstate at that time, the Mamluk Sultanate was a destination for
envoys, messengers and delegates from all over the world®. Sultans were concerned
with welcoming' >’ them so kindly and honourably. They werealso keen on
demonstrating strength and greatness of the Mamliuk Sultanate especially before their

delegates®.

Mamlik historical sources are replete with such situations that assured the hospitality
that delegates received during the Mamluk period.In 915 AH / 1509 AD,an envoy from
the Ottoman Sultan came to Egypt and he was offered a special hospitality as cited by
Ibn lyas: "He (Sultan al-Gawri) made him peculiar things that had never been done to
any other king at all”” He proved that in the succeeding quotations. At his arrival: ...
Boats even the grand harragah were prepared (on the Sultan's order)... for the envoy of
the Ottoman Sultan... A naft ignition was made so as to be hurled before him in the Nile
when sailing ... "®.In hishonour, the Sultan gave orders for the Citadel to be decorated
with sultanic standards and arms and for big cannons to be lined up at thegate of the

(1) Prince Ganagra has no biography. See: Muhammad Ibrahim, Nuwwib al-askandariyyah, 84.

(2) Al-Nawayr1 al-Skandar1, al-llmam, 11, 130-132; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulik, 111/1, 414-415; Nabil ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz, al-Mala ‘b, 11, 202-203; Muhammad Ibrahim, Nuwwabal-askandariyyah, 83,100-102.

(3) In this discourse, it is worth mentioning that this garrison was not as strong as it sounded so Cyprus
launched a violent campaign upon it in 767 A.-H / 1365 A.D. Consequently, Alexandria turned from
being just a province to a governerat. See: al-Nuwayr1 al-Skandari, al-llmam, 11, 114-118,134; al-
QalgaSandt, Subh, 1V, 24; Muhammad Ibrahim, Nuwwabal-askandariyyah, 86-87,99-125.

(4) Muhammad al-Sistawi, Mayadin al-qahirah, 38.

(5) Mamliuks had dedicated a certain post called al-mahmandar for receiving delegates and messengers. .
. See: al-Qalqasandt, Subh, IV, 22; V, 459; ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Magid, Nuzum al-mamalik, 11, 47.

(6) About demonstrations of receiving messengers. See: Pero Tafur, Travels, 74-76; Sa‘id ‘ASir, al-
Mugtama’, 76-78; Fayid ‘ASir, al-Tanzimat al- ‘askariyyah, 430-434; ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Magid, Nuzum
al-mamalik, 11, 154-157; Muhammad al-Si§tawi, Mayadin al-qahirah, 38-42,77-82; Samah al-Sallaw,
al-Awda* al-hadariyyah ft misr wa-I-sam fi-1- ‘asr al-mamliki (Cairo: 2014), 108-112.

(7) Ton lyas, Bada’i* al-zuhar, 1V, 186.
(8) Ibn lyas, Bada'’i* al-zuhur, 1V, 152.
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arsenal".In this manner, al-Gawri spared no effort in demonstrating the might of the
Mamliik Sultanatebefore envoys, messengers and delegates so as to inspire awe and
respect in the neighbourhood®.

Beduin Tribes

Beduin tribes were causing immense trouble and turmoil throughout the entire
Mamliuk period. They were carrying out attacks on villages and countries and
committing highway robbery.®’

As for the Mamlik Sultanate, it was resisting them by sending campaigns to
eliminate their insurgency and spoilage.For instance, in 918 A.H / 1512 A.D in the
reign of Sultan al-Gawri, tidings were prevailed that seven of those Beduin tribeshad
allied on common terms of insubordination. When he made sure of these news, he got
prepared for facing them,declaring: "...I myself will go to face that... He ordered for a
naft ignition to be enflamed ... and got more determined to perform this mission ..."®.
In this way, fire works were a means of showing the power and owe of the state in the
course of its resistance against beduin tribes.

Thus, there is no doubt that Mamliiks were keen on showing strength and solemnity
throughout their Sultanate. In this respect, fire works played a great role in power show
off.

After this detailed enumeration of the occasions that witnessed fire work displays, it
became obvious that Fire workswere used in various celebrations such as: religious
festivals, national ceremonies, river celebrations as well as family occasions. They were
not only used for celebration but also for amusement and power show off.

Mamlik period was distinguished by the presence of many entertainment places.
Thus, fireworks were used on land and sea alike. They were lit in streets, hippodromes,
Nile banks, sea beaches, ponds as well as islands. It is worth noting that fireworks were
enkindled by day and night likewise.

Mamlik historical sources tackled the enormous costs of these fire works.al-Baqa‘1
censured the shocking extravagancy of using naft during festivities, saying: "Immense
amounts of money were gone in vain. There is no power nor might except with Allah" .
Allah".©

(1) Tbn Iyas, Bada'’i* al-zuhir, IV, 154; D. Ayalon, Gunpowder, 58; ‘Abd al-Rahman Zaki, "Ibn Iyas wa
istihdam al-aslihah al-nariyyah fi daw’ ma katabahu f1 kitab bada’i® al-zuhtr", Ibnlyas dirasat wa
buhiit, ed. by Ahmad ‘Abd al-Karim(Cairo: 1977), 118-119.

(2) D. Ayalon, Gunpowder, 57-58.

(3) About the rebellion of Beduin Tribes. See: Sayyid ‘Abd al-‘Al, "Tawarat al-‘irban wa ataraha fi-1-
iqtisad al-misrT zaman salatin al-mamalik", al-Mu arrih al-‘arabt Magazine, 20™ Issue (2012), 395-
413.

(4) Tbn ‘Abd al-Zahir, al-Rawd al-zahir, 51; al-Maqr1zi, al-Sulik, VI/III, 920-922; 1I/1, 129; Sa‘id *Asir, al-
al-Mugtama, 52-54; Qasim ‘Abduh, a/-Nil, 96; Muhammad Gamal, 4 ‘mal al-giziyyah, 26-29, 35-36,
41, 109-110.

(5) Tbn lyas, Bada’i* al-zuhar, 1V, 256-257; Muhammad Ibrahim, Nuwwab al-askandariyyah, 182.
(6) Al-Baqa‘1, Tarthal-Baqga i, released by Muhammad Salim, IT (Riyadh: 1993), 49.
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On the other hand, enjoying the magnificent fire works displays was not
onlyrestricted to Sultans, princes and dignitaries but also common people as well.
Mamlik historical sources confirmed that public werefond ofattending such occasions.
Ibn Iyas indicated that people hurry for attending such displays even if it was a mere
rumour. He said: "It was spread that the Sultan would launch ... a naft ignition; so vast

crowds assembled to view it. However, naft did not come true"".

It is noticed that fire works were used on a larger scale during the Circassian Mamliik
period than BaharT Mamluk period. Despitethe political, economic and social difficulties
that faced the Mamluks during the Circassian period especially by the end of their
Sultanate, Sultan al-Asraf al-Gawri is deemed to have used fire works in different
occassions more than any other Sultan.

(1) Tbn Iyas, Bada'’i‘ al-zuhir, IV, 356; Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mala ‘tb, 11, 214.
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