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Compatibility in the Floral and Geometric Decorative Designs between
Architecture and its Fixed Artifacts (Wood and Metal) in the Early
Islamic Art

Nader Mahmoud Abdeldayem
Assistant Professor-Faculty of Archaeology- Ain Shams University, Egypt

nader.abdeldayem@arch.asu.edu.eg

Abstract: Early Islamic art was a fertile field due to the implementation of a group of
decorative designs on buildings or on applied arts. During that period, artists used a
range of floral and geometric designs, some of which were derived from pre-Islamic
arts. The artists were keen to achieve a kind of compatibility and harmony between the
decorative designs on the architectural buildings on the one hand, and the use of the
applied artifacts with a fixed quality (wood and metal) on the other. It appeared that the
designs and elements used on those buildings were mostly identical with what was
found on contemporary wood and metalworks attributed to the early Islamic period.

Keywords: Decorative Designs, Early Islamic Art, Wall Decorations, Mosaics, Islamic
Woodworks, Islamic Metalworks.
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