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The pyramidal tombs in Roman Egypt: (Tuna El-Gabel Tombs)
Ahmed Derbala
drahmed.atta@mu.edu.eg
Lecturer at Archaeology Dep., Minia University, Egypt

Abstract: The focus of the paper is on the study of the superstructure of pyramidal
tombs in Egypt during the Roman period, including a group of tombs from Tuna El-
Gabel. Sami Gabra discovered the type of tomb consisting of five tombs before, but
they remained unpublished. These tombs were designed with architectural diversity in
terms of the difference in pyramidal design in the form of three tombs in the shape of a
traditional pyramid and two tombs with a stepped pyramidal top consisting of several
terraces, all built of limestone and mortar. The idea of pyramid construction has existed
in Egypt since the beginning of the dynastic period.

This type of pyramidal tomb was still built during the New Kingdom and the Late
Period, and continued during the Ptolemaic period, especially in Alexandria, as
illustrated by the pyramidal tombs in Marina-Alamein and Shatby tombs. In the Roman
period, this type of tomb appeared with different dimensions in KomAbu Billo,
Oxyrhynchos, Hawara, the tombs of Beir al-Shaghala in Dakhla, and the al-Amhada
cemetery.

Keywords: Tombs — Pyramid — Roman — Step — Mummies.
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- Sami Gabra, Rapport sur les fouilles d’Hermoupolis ouest (Touna El-Gebel), (Le Caire: Imprimerie de
I’Institut frangais d’archéologie orientale, 1941), 12-50.

® Katja Lembke, “The Petosiris-Necropolis of Tuna el-Gebel” in: K. Lembke & M. Minas-Nerpel (eds.),
Tradition and Transformation. Egypt under Roman Rule. Proceedings of the International Conference,
Hildesheim, Roemer- and Pelizaeus-Museum, 3-6 July 2008 (Leiden — Boston: Brill, 2010), 249-50.
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% Rosemarie Klemm & Dietrich Klemm, Steine und Steinbriiche im Alten Agypten, Heidelberg, (Springer
Verlag 1993): 124-125.
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- Dieter Kessler & All, Agyptens letzte Pyramide. Das Grab des Seuta(s) in Tuna el-Gebel (Minchen:

Verlag Patrick Brose, 2008)., 20-101.

% Kessler, & All, Agyptens letzte Pyramide, 21.

® Kessler, & All, Agyptens letzte Pyramide. 22.

* Mélanie Flossman& Alexander Schiitze, Ein rémerzeitliches Pyramidengrab und seine Ausstattung in

Tuna el-Gebel: Ein Vorbericht zu den Grabungskampagnen 2007 und 2008, in: K. Lembke and M.

Minas-Nerpel — S. Pfeiffer, Tradition and Transformation: Egypt under Roman Rule, Proceedings of the

International Conference, Hildesheim, Roemer- and Pelizaeus-Museum, 3-6 July 2008, Culture and
History of the Ancient Near East 41 (Leiden Boston: Brill , 2010), 83.
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- Le Roy, et all, 'La derniére phase d’occupation de la nécropole de Kom Abou Billou. Données
archéologiques et anthropologiques inédites’, BIFAO 118, (2018): 269-282; Zahi Hawass,
“Preliminary Report on the Excavations at Kom Abou Bellou”, SAK 7, (1979): 75-87; Abdel Hafeez
Abdel Aal, “The Excavations of Abu Bellou’s Mound, Started, January 1979, ASAE 65, (1983): 73-
78.

® Finley Hooper, Funerary Stelae From Kom Abou Billou, Kelsey Museum of Archaeology Studies 1,
(Ann Arbor: Kelsey Museum of Archaeology, 1961), 3-4.
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Egyptian Research Account XX, (London, School of Archaeology in Egypt: Bernard Quaritch,
1911),19-20, pls.17, 22.

Gael Cartron, L’architecture et les pratiques funéraires dans [’Egypte romaine, vol.l,
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(Oxford: Archaeopress, 2012), 18-19.

! Sylvain Dhennin, “Térénouthis - Kém Abou Billou: une ville et sa nécropole”, BIFAO. 111, (2011):
105-127; Shafik Farid, “Preliminary report on the excavations of the antiquities department at Kom Abu
Billo”, ASAE 61, (1973): 24-25; Cartron, L’architecture et les pratiques funéraires, 19.

2 Abdel Hafeez Abdel Aal, “The Excavation of Abu Bellou’s mound, started 19797, ASAE 65, (1983): 74.
® Flinders Petrie, Roman Portraits and Memphis, 19-20, pl. 17, figs. 2,3.
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T.1, (Le Caire: Societe Royale de Geographie d'Egypte, 1925), 83,126.

® Flinders Petrie, Tombs of the courtiers and Oxyrhynkhos, (London: Bernard Quaritch, 1925), 2-3.

® Eva Subias Pascual, La maison funéraire de la nécropole haute & Oxyrhynchos (el Minya, Egypte): Du
tombeau a la diaconie, nova studia aegyptiaca V Oxyrhynchos II, (Universitat de Barcelona, Missio
Arqueologica d’oxirrinc 2008), 40, fig. 12.

" Ludwig Mitteis, Griechische Urkunden Der Papyrussammlung Zu Leipzig V1, (Leipzig: Druck und

Verlad Von B. Q. Teubner, 1906), 78-79; P Lips. 1. 30, 1. 14
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2020, The Oasis Papers 9, A Tribute to Anthony J. Mills after Forty Years of Research in Dakhleh
Oasis Proceedings of the Ninth International Conference of the Dakhleh Oasis Project. (ed). Gillian E.
Bowen & Colin A. Hope, (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2019): 313-330.

Dfabe b)) Al s = legyll easll DA AL Al Jaly d5lad) sled)’ (Sl 2o (e S5 -

AYAZV Y (V)T cliall daala oY) K 3pdia ye

® Sobhi Ashour, and All, “The Tomb of Ta-Dhwty s3t Hr-t3 (Tathoutis daughter of Herta): Tomb 1 in the

Necropolis of Bir el-Shaghala. The Architecture and the Paintings in the Antechamber”, BIFAO 120

(2020): 1-60; Maher Bashendi, A Roman Period Tomb with a Pyramidal Superstructure in Bir el-

Shaghala (Mut, Dakhla Oasis), BIFAO 113, (2013): 51-80;

OsSis «J2 Y oplaal s saall e duie sas cAte Aidie il lia 15 Vs (Ll e Jlad qy rlpeV] Aygly ap

e VY Jsa L) acliyl iy cablias apl (s

- Arnold, Dieter., The Encyclopedia of Ancient Egyptian Architecture, (Cairo: The American
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- Whitney Davis. M, “The Ascension myth in the Pyramid texts”, JNES 36, (1977), 161-174; Raymond,
Faulkner. O, The ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts, (Oxford: Clarendon Press 1969), 390, ff 79.
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- Adriaan De Buck, The Egyptian Coffin Texts, vol. Il, spells, 76-163, (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1938), la-c.
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- Ernest Budge, The Book of the Dead: the chapters of coming forth by day. A vocabulary in
hieroglyphic to the Theban recession of the Book of the dead, Text | (London : Kegan Paul: Trench,
Trubner & Co., Ltd, 1898), ff 277, ff 296, 423.
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1995, NOVA SERIES, Vol. 64, No. 3 (1995): 227; Jean Leclant& Gisele Clerc, “Fouilles et travaux en
Egypte et au Soudan, 1987-1988.” Orientalia 1989, NOVA SERIES, Vol. 58, No. 3 (1989): 338.

® Wiktor Daszewski, , “Graeco-Roman town and necropolis in Marina el-Alamein.” PAM 20, (2008):
437-38.

" Evaristo Breccia, La Necropoli di Sciatbi, (Le Caire: Service des Antiquités de 'Egypte, 1912), LI V,
fig. 17, Pls: XVI1, 13-15, XVII.
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2021.
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