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Chickpea in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt
Abdullatif Fayez Ali
Faculty of Arts, Fayoum University, Egypt
afa06@fayoum.edu.eg

Abstract: Chickpea (£péBwv0og) was among the first legumes known to man in the
ancient world, although archaeological and linguistic evidence of early human use of it
is limited. Despite this, we can draw a reasonable picture of its history through
references to him in literary sources and papyri dated to the Ptolemaic and Roman eras.
This research is concerned with studying the origin of the chickpea, its types, the date of
its cultivation, the time of its harvest, and the spread of its cultivation during the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras within many Egyptian nomoi. Finally, this research sheds
light on its prices and uses.

Keywords: Egypt — chickpea — plant — Ptolemaic - Roman.
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! Kokoszko, M., Jagusiak, K., Dybata, J., “The Chickpea (§péPiv0og; Cicer arietinum L) as a Medicinal
Foodstuff and Medicine in Selected Greek Medical Writings,” Studia Ceranea, 7, (2017): 99; Garnsey,
P., Food and Society in Classical Antiquity, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), 12-19;
Wilkins, J. M., P. Hill, Food in the Ancient World (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2006), 113-139.

2 LSJ: The Online Liddell-Scott-Jones Greek-English Lexicon, s.v. épéBwOoc, 6, chick-pea, Cicer
arietinum.

% van der Maesen, L. J. G., “Origin, History and Taxonomy of Chickpea,” In The Chickpea, M. C. Saxena,
& K. B. Singh (Eds.), (11-34). C.A.B. International (Wallingford: 1987), 11.
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-Hehn, V. Kulturpflanzen und Hausthiere in ihrem Uebergang aus Asien nach Griechenland und Italien
sowie in das Ubrige Europa. Historisch - linguistische Skizzen, Finfte Auflage (Berlin: Gebrider
Borntraeger, 1887), 177-180.

* Darby, W. J., Ghalioungui, P., Grivetti, L., Food: The Gift of Osiris, Volume 2, (London, New York,
San Francisco: Academic Press, 1977), 685-686.

®van der Maesen, “Origin, History and Taxonomy of Chickpea,” 13.

® Thibodeau, Ph., “Greek and Roman Agriculture,” in A Companion to Science, Technology, and
Medicine in Ancient Greece and Rome, First Edition. edited by Georgia L. Irby, 519-532 (Oxford:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2016), 526.
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! Homer, Illiad. 13. Il. 586-591.“TIpropidne pév rsita kotd otifoc Pdrev id Bdpnkog ydokov, 4md &
gntato mkpog Oictéc.mg & 8T Amd mhatéog mrTvdew peydAnv kat dhony Opdokocty KOaUoL
nedavdyposg N péPrvOot mvorfi Bro Ayvpf kol Aucuntiipog Epwf’”.

% Theophrastus, Historia plantarum, 4, 4, 9.

® Theophrastus, Historia Plantarum, 8, 5, 2.01 8¢ €péPrvbor kal Tolg peyébect kal toig YvAoig Kol Tolg
YPOUOGT KOI TATS LOPQUIS Slapépovaty, olov kplol dpoPiaiotl ot Gva pécov.

* Theophrastus, Historia Plantarum, 8, 6, 5. ioyupdtepoc 8¢ 6 péhac EpépvOoc kai 6 Tuppdg Tod Asvkod:

® Pliny the Elder, N. H. 18. 32. 124.Ciceris natura est gigni cum salsilagine. ideo solum urit nec nisi
madefactum pridie seri debet. Differentiae plures, magnitudine, colore, figura, sapore. est enim
arietino capiti simile, unde ita appellatur, album nigrumque, est et columbinum quod alii Venerium
appellant, candidum, rotundum, leve, arietino minus, quod religio pervigiliis adhibet. Est et cicercula
minuti ciceris, inaequalis, angulosi veluti pisum, dulcissimum autem id quod ervo simillimum;
firmiusque quod nigrum et rufum quam quod album.

® Theophrastus, Historia Plantarum, 8. 1. 2-4.

" E.g. Hippocrates, De Diaeta Acutorum, 18. 45; Dioscurides, De Materia Medica, 2, 104; Galenus, De
Alimentorum Facultatibus, 3, 533, 9; 542, 12; Galenus, De Rebus Boni Malique Suci, 791, 11;
Galenus, De Simplicium Medicamentorum Temperamentis ac Facultatibus, 11, 876, 12; 877, 6;
Kokoszko, M., Jagusiak, K., Dybata, J., “The Chickpea (8pépwv3og; Cicer arietinum L) as a Medicinal
Foodstuff and Medicine in Selected Greek Medical Writings, 99-120.
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1 SB 14, 11963, col. 2, II. 5-6 (Sakkéara, Memphites; 399 — 300 BC).
2P. Ryl. 4, 560 (Philadelphia; 256 BC) = SB. 5, 7643.
k) Coie B Guatsllal Rapa e T

Rostovtzeff, M. I., A Large Estate in Egypt in the Third Century B.C., a Study in Economic History,
(Madison: Cornell University Library, 1922), 41-42.
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® P. Cair.Zen.1, 59105, recto, I. 1, verso, I. 5 (257 BC, Philadelphia).
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P, Cair.Zen.3, 59515, I. 4 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia).

2P, Cair.Zen.4, 59719, verso, |. 11 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia).

®P. Cair.Zen.4, 59781, |. 3 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia).

4 P. Cair.Zen.4, 59658, Il. 9-13 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia).

® P. Cair.Zen.4, 59725, col. 2, |. 8 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia).

®P. Mich. 1, 119, Frag.A, verso, |. 20; Frag.B, Recto 1, |. 34 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia /Arsinoites).
"P. Lond. 7, 1991, II. 21, 49, 126 (251 BC Philadelphia)= P. Cair. Zen.4, 59730.

EAQ



sl il piaall DA Jias b (aill oo 5l Cihll) s

Cidyla (panadl 5shy e 3y laS 2 WS LAl cililgiady dnilall Gle Lgiiag Wiy heal cuils Loy,
fapm )l AN L aelee pulii Lede blian jpal S del3ll (apal slsas cueliall (e Ao sandl
T UK il 038 iplang L LAIE b (gl

bl dastf a
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L' P. Lond. 7. 1994, p. 97.
2P. Lond. 7. 1994 (251 BC Philadelphia).
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'P. Lond.7, 1995 (251 BC, Philadelphia).

2P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292, Il. 24-25, 62, 91, 123, 146, 306, 365, 434, 454, 459, 503, 539, 562, 652, 658 (250
BC Philadelphia) = C. Ptol. Sklav.I 101.

®P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292,1. 435: £pePivOov of,
4 P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292,1. 454: [£]pep[{]vOovBu(Lavtiov(?)) 1
®P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292,1.539: gpefivbo[v] B &’
®P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292,1. 562: £pepiviov p
"P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292, I. 652: [¢p]eBtvOov 1
8P, Lond.7, 1996, I. 7 (250 BC Philadelphia).
€99



sl il piaall DA Jias b (aill oo 5l Cihll) s

del)) cnd LS ' Gusiulis Ay 8 )Y (e daald daliss elliey cal oy (Ja)ll G dals ¢alal)
A g el i NS T Dl (8 B 0 Al () st sl B b el
eSS A lS Gudiay pald A8 pay clis Glaa DA G gl andl Tagl) ¢S 1S
Caph o A Ui g5 8 Gansl) O 5o gyl o ) 38U, "L e

Lelle 55 o8 Abicie dalladl daSal) O oallal juael)l 3 Gaall (e Jina jaia 8 &S0
LA (e B A e el it 5 ¢ gemn ) paeall (e 33 L1l Jlaal ) a8 asaisllsd
aeall (B8 Ler 35 Al e o3 Ledl gam e Dall Jo8 BN ()8 Coaiia 48550 ¢(s5in )
o e Jralae (e 3na gl Jal 38 Gugaisllod & LeDIA (o i o galaiont Layy () ¢ aiyd
“gpePivooug 8¢ Og <av(?)>ebpopev. Buldviiov xpnotdv il paes) iy

33l (e ialall e giaall agy s e Bl e Dlall (i B ¢l Coosineg R e A3y A
s @t das o W (gsing (52l LIS 8 Gusnisllol dapim aala®i e o3 OIS (53 (53550
ceily camsanilly ¢ maally cralll LS g Blus 4t eha (B and cpilagall alide e agonl)
s e liall Lagy ¢ oppiana Galal agy any Logy i cutl€ ) el ) Log o ilaiall 5shg cgsal
LS 2 ¢ il (asally Ciuag cilS (alis) Ve dagiad) (aeal) cilS G jkall cald)
L)l Yy s ecuais ol Ve Y x5 el 1T ccialy il Gaeall

O e sy Cony Gusaiglladl B ans (LilDLE 8 i e sy () usmisllad e ek Ay
e lise Ly (s LAl 8 Lge iy oS i Aibaal) Jaalaall (e cilise ipniSa) 6 ad Jay
Kol £peP[ivBov Tod te Bulav]tiov kol .(Emydplog) (sradl) Asall asally ¢ Jaijull aall
G ) Chsine o LA o g ol 3 U haijl) Gaeall S5 LS V10D dmiympliov
" oussllal dena e Gig Glisk Gl D) Jd

L Chr. Wilck. 198, II. 15-16 (240 BC Arsinoite, Boubastos) = C. Pap. Jud.1, 36.
2SB. 4. 7451, 1. 1-2 (210 BC, Ptolemais Hormu (Arsinoites)) = C. Ptol. Sklav.I1 129.

*P. Tebt. 5. 1151 (112 BC Tebtynis) = P. Tebt. 1. 112.1. 197: épeBivbov t; I. 261: Epe(Bivowv) &; I. 295:
épe(Bivbov) .

4 0. Leiden. Dem, 204, I. 1; Hayden, Brittany, “Price Formation and Fluctuation in Ptolemaic Egypt”,
(PhD diss., the University of Chicago, lllinois, 2018.)

*PSI 6, 620, 1. 9-12 (263 — 229 BC, Philadelphia (Arsinoites) ); Hayden, Brittany, Price Formation and
Fluctuation in Ptolemaic Egypt, 113.

®P. Col. 4, 69, recto 1, Il. 14, 16, 21, 23 (257-249 BC? Philadelphia) = P. Cair. Zen. 4, 59731, I. 14:
épepilv[Oov] Bu(Cavtiov) [....... Tis; 1. 16: épefivbov] Bu(avtiov) ap(tdfar) B?; 1. 21: épePiviov
Bu(Cavtiov) 2; 1. 23: Zothot $peBiv(Bov) Bu(Cavtiov) B2.

"P. Cair.Zen. 2, 59177, recto, Il. 5-6 (255 BC Philadelphia).
8 p. Cair.Zen. 2, 59292 (250 BC Philadelphia), 1. 454: [¢]psB[{]vAov Bu(Cavtion(?) 1.
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California: 2017), 61.

* P. Cair.Isid. 71, I. 7 (AD314 Karanis) = SB. 6. 8991.
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