. sor asks for un11m1ted amounl of olwes. The fact that he has boys

‘There is no clear trace of the_Ptol‘emalc monopoly, which

‘was almost vanished (cf. P. Ryl. 231; P. Brit. Mus.893, both

Prlvate letLer AbouL Olees

E Bj : 7
K, LL lIOS}\LL!\HY :

The PapyrUS 1.," mut,lj.ated at the upper side and has marg
ins on the oth_er\mdes:. The handwrltmg is of medium size and
semi—runclial V‘to- w-hich'a cl_o‘sc pa_ral_lel_l-s schubart, pal. 34 (Time of
Hadrian). rDu'e.tro 't.l'i.é_ m_l'ilt'ril_e?t-ioi{:df_' the Papyrus ncither the name
ol‘ thé addrressdr nro'r 'that‘ of t.her'aldr,.i asser arc known. The addressor
wrote hls 1etter whlle bemg m Bébylon of the Heliopolite nome

(L. 14 n.). Smce the Papyrus was found with a collection from

Theadelphia, the aclclre_ssee was almost living there.
The letter. is a kind of instructions to a supordinate, giving

him directions to collect sweet-olive in order to be preserved in salt

and gfeek-oli\}e to be bruiséd. : it is worth noticing that the addves-

workmg undcr hlm 1n Babylon and asks for other boys may mdnate ;

that he has an 011 press there. It is clear that he has also an

| 011ve—~grove in Theadclphla ' _( 15'"1 6).

' The nature Vo:f'thé' doc:t'u'ne‘ni‘dcse not reveal whether the business

of the addressor wds a privale 1nvestmenl or has somelthing to do
with offlcml cha‘racter.‘ Ile mentlons that he needs sweet-olive for

the curent . year (LL 1-—2), but tl1eL‘e {s no reference to adminis- |

' tratlve mslructwns or’ orders. '1t" s Hig!i‘l‘y'probable that his needs

are ln accordance w1th Lhe heeds of Lhe markek,i.c.,his customers

(cf. P. Ryl‘ 128;' é.,fay.;gl johnson, Roman #gupt, P. 328}.

T Ty




A.D. 40). Private individuals;_as it seems, were allowed to

invest their money in oil-trade {cf. p. Oxy. 2783. 8n.) | L

The addressor ofrour document asks for collecting olives
from Theadelphia to be sent to him in Babylon, so there were
_no_restrictioné on transporting olive cfoﬁs f rom one nome to
the other {of P Hib__.: 49), nor a mention of payments to

the administration in case of this transportation. He also ,

!

does not mention custom dues which were paid in case >f oil

(cf. p. Fouad XXXIV. A.D. 42, and introduction).

One may. deduct from fhe eagerness of the addressor to I
collecf any amount of olives [rom Theﬁdélphia to be sent to
hiﬁ‘in Babylon, whére-he might have had an oil—factéryL that
Theadelphia was ri§h of ol{veégrovés or had a flourfshed'mar—
ket of olives. We do nof knbw whether he was the owner of
both the olive%grOQe and 1he'oi1—pf95§ or was a lessee of them .
ﬁﬁf.rp. Oxy. 3639;inurod.; P.'phﬂedéiphia 12; Johnson, Roman Egypt,. |
P.:3665qq.; Yale classical studies XXV[II, 1985, P. 95sqq.; ZPL,50,
1983, P. 81sqq.). Buf it is highly.probablé that he undertook to |
supply Babqun or'Theédelbhia'or both wilh'oﬂ« the quality of olives
he.asks for may show that he had something to do with the:duty_of

Qroviding fine-oil, which was a form of liturgy both in Oxyrhynchus

and Arsince ( cf. P. Oxy.l&dS;iP.IIHb-49; Jonson; Roman Egypt, P.

328, 359).

p /
_ The aAaloUpYOI_ o ‘were exempted from liturgy (cf.P.
Philadelphia 1.31. A.D. 103-24; Taubenschlag, haw, P. 668 Sq.).

This was due to interest of the Roman administration in the oil, which
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was Lequ151t10ned for the army temples and certain c1t1es

such as Alexandtla The Ptolema1c monopoly of 011 seems to

have l00k a dlfferent development tn the Roman perlod

(Taubenschlag, op c1t.).

nistration Foﬂilnned to- superv1sc the prices of 011 {cf,

p. Oxy. 3628) both in local mivket as well as of oil for

export and import ( Cf- napaywyn gkalaf Preisigke,
WB. absch. 11),

Slnce 011 wa § a complete monopoly in the Ptolematc period

the ¢ Egetkn¢m§ Tnv S1a0ea1y Kat 10 celos_rou ElﬂlOU;fJegez
(W11cken, Archiv F. Pap. v, 222, Faubens chlag;f 668) Was'
1n¢L1tuted But the Roman Adminxstrat1on cared only for the

revenues from the ollves and oil, and left 1ts lndustry to.

prlvate 1ndiv1duals who had to get the license from the

adm1n1strdt10n and to pay the1r dues Therefore, the Roman

administration 1nst1tuled the ep1rereta1 to 5uperv1se the

concesstons both of ollve -groves and of 011~factories and to

coIIectrthe dueS-( f. P; Amh 92, A D 192) they were_gﬂlTnpnTal
o T \ - o . h
EAQIKNS Ku\ &Ahmv,npocoémv

(P. Tebt. 539. A.D. 151},

nP. Caiv Mus. S.¢. 304)/37 ALD. f&&”(zpﬁ=“5é 1983,
P. 82 ed. by . Omar) L1. 25

[X]

EE Tatq Gta To0 avu¢onlou cou wpo@eoulalg aKvouemsLhe

TOU ¢opou épaxuwv ncvtnrovfa 3‘”
avabop1ov
In thlS proposal for a renl ef EAQIMV napadelco _
was a kind of_report or a bid made to the Strategus ( cf. John-

n, Roman Egypt, P. 326). So. there was some form of off1c1al

For vartous Leasons the Roman adm1~-
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contfcl on this sart of contracts. In anoiher_propoéal for a .
lrent of Ekatwv#apé6€1oo§ - (PS] inv.lCap;-371: A.D.lgl E
" YOS, XXXlIl 1985 P. 95 Sqq ed.;by_Mahfpedi), thé lessee is

fo pay the ¢ODOS ' -: ih'money (L.9) aﬁd’tﬁe Eﬁa}pé%wpr

in klnd (L 10 sq. ) SuchEK¢Opla (L. 16 s¢ . ) whiéh denote

payments 1n-k1nd the lessee w111 pay uanw Onoaupou 1ns Vduns

(cf. p. Philadelphia 12.15 sqq. A.D. 150-173). The lessee

édds that he will'bay the EEGIDéva which are considered

as exfra payment { see YCS,XXV111? P. 97), both according to _

the measure of thé granary of the village and &vUﬂdkayﬁv |

N o : . o
Kol eklvduovwy (P. Philadelphia 12.19).

On one ﬁand we'can not excfﬁde the'probability of some
kind of monopoly on ollves and 011 in the Roman epoch -
espec1allj where the ¢0po§ is menlloned We notlcé that
in the contractq of rent of olive- groves the ¢Opos is
always ment1oned On the other hand, it is interesting to
flﬂd that- wherev r the uua¢oplou o ié ment ioned in the
- contracts of rent of Olive- groves TdTﬁrﬁl& 100 &vq¢00{00 OOQ "Ddu
.ervluls quXouOmS( P.Cair. Hus . J,L.3049f37; 2PE,50,1985; |
p. 82), no.ofher stipﬁlations are mentioned. Wherever there
is no mentlon of uua¢optov either the-Meaéure of the
granary of the village or the avuwéhoyog kel urtvduvosa
or both are mentioned (pPsi. inv} Cap. 371, YCS,XXVIIL, P.
957;sqq F fP. Philadelphia.l2- Taubeﬁscbiag, haw, P. 357 éqq.)
. This may be an ev1dence of off1c1al control in a way or ano-
.theL on the crops of the ollve groves for the sake of 011

1t should be notlced_also that the UVU¢0010v - was mentloned

1
|
_.‘-
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it the case of ¢6{JOS in money (ZPE, 50, P. 82). while

3 ! \
the measure of the village granary and the stipulation GUUROAOYO kot

aglf\)éuvog are mentioned in the case of the E):K(DOIDLO\J
(YCS, XXVIII; P. Philadelphia 12). This £xd0pilov  was considered
as ’EEGIDéTu)\J i.e. extra payment. What was the nature of this
extra payment is uncertain. One may ask whether this extra
payment is kind or the renl in moi y was to cover the
regquiremenlts of the govetnment.

The monopoly‘ was developed in some kind of liturg-y in

various places when there was a need for that. In a lease of ocil
press from Sochopaeou Nesos ,(Si’P.XXII. 177), the lessee payé the
diploma of the pr.‘l’ésts on condition that he is exempt from the sales
tax. Only he‘had his agent have the right to sell oil in the
village where mill is located. It is expected tha.t the lessee of an
oil mill, who presented a pelition to the strategus of the, Arsinoite
nome, was alsc a rental retail (W.Chr. 176. A.D.64). Marcus
Antistius CaIl)itolinus applied to the nomarch of Arsinoite nome to be
conceded the right to retail all the oil in one factory at the v;il[age

of Heraclea in the division of Themistes., Capitelinus is to pay to

the account of the tax on sales on behall of the whole year and

the g,overnment.charges on other accounts falling upon him.
Capitolinus admits that the right resting with the normarch to make
fresh lease with other persons whenever the nomarch chooses (P.Amh.
92=W. Chr. 311.A.D. 162-3) . P. Amh. 92 shows, in fact, the
praciical atllitude of the Roman administration towards the exploitation
of the materials which were under- tile Ptolemaic monopoly: Privale
individuals were able to get the licence to press oil and sell it but

they had to pay to the government and to work under control. In
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certain circumstances the government resorted to liturgy, a practice

which was gradually increased since the second century A.D. In

adeclaration by Aurelius Thecodorus, seller of fine oil, he undertakes -

by oath to the strategus of 'Oxyr‘hynchus that be will provicle d'airly
in f.actory which he possesses in the market plac:.e fine oil fo_r saie
and service of the city (P. Oxy.r 1455. A.D. 275).‘_ Farmers of the
monopoly, at any- ré;te, are mel at work in Oxyrhynchus in the 3rd
- 4th century !\.-VD. (P. XV Congr. 20 Bruxelles; 1979, n.l.1., ed.

by A.}-l.S.ElmMosallalny). This .is attested by the fact that Népheros

received the quota of olive oil of the present month: ,
Nede [pis) dréoye tov Eraiov 1ol Zve[ot]w [f63) unvos

. 8 8 4 0 0B B A EEBSED B NORPCREEERSIIATICDEECOIREELSOOITE PO ISEBIIIEPPA R OO
o.wlooolgcco-io-co-oolloco]oi([ s e oaea
o.oooootoc-noloo-ooo-o‘ooo‘]oor ﬁ)\[:oaeoalnouc

a--occ-tncfcitt--ceuu_nooaﬂoy}u}}( [_é)te-o-ooo'.ov-

DGC..II!Bl'.‘..'.“l"lll‘IG'I..G..C‘..D...CCO.

+13 Letters ' Vous**

T]&uTu ayopaaal' awocrellg £kl Hp[Ow]

TO' TQus TD

ERTL VAR TS Yat Unsp GUTHV® VoAmS
wo1nuns u[ci]noerm ol wept worv-

rmv prmv ooue Kaling womnons
HTL oV EUpng yAunaAruv TEPLYE-—
. ;
oV pot bty ent xpggo €’ e

Tous YAUKEAEQY * Kakis ok fons

Gy Suvis ot oKk Ede natﬁiv'e?va

EAOn EVvyUs Hod el BuBEAﬁua'

Lnt onoorakkm Aw0¢puu EVYu 5' B
Uumv xapls Tn; eAeus- un ouv |
&UEAﬁUHG FnTncat ws eva

Eupng HO1 Kut unooTeva HpJuov
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i 5 S -
£ Jxovta GUTOV MOL*® EWLOKOTOUNUL
y o .
T]& nai6le pou* GFOUTEALS HOL uérp,
¢ 2 irdig  Efve BxEow
nTov [}é]a; EAAEVIENY EAEG Y Elve

y qve hou Clvw alTo
°juq["iluoav- ADUP o YLVw

. /7 ]
Teye %eroinoel
[

A
12ear$r0v , VO

J
e QMOOTENELS
> i !
Megmel , XpnLw

.y ! 2
15.27el 16.exq105 22 0ygyou

' /
10y aukedalav

T4 egyyls

"...v.. to buy them. Send Promus there at least for their sake. -

Please, do care by yourself for all your york.- You do also good .

if you fetch sweet olive and preserve_ it in_ salt for me since 1 need

sweet olive in the current year. Please, if you can fetch for me a

boy in order to come into Babylon since | send Apophrus beside you

for the sake of the olive-grove. Do not neglect to search in order

to find even one for- me and to send Promus accompanying him to me.

I am supervising my boys. ~Send me a measure of new greek olive

in order to bruise' it ..oo00aulst of _I-I'athyr,_].et this be. done".
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1-3, isa separate piece by the same hand.
) L
10. nt1 ¢ the letters are clear.nte ~t "surely may be intended.
c - |
Otherwise, f 11 "which ever". At any rate, no grammatical

parallel is available, but cf. F.T. Gignac, XIl Intern. Congr. Pap. )

P. 142,

TUPLYE OOV  This is , as for as lam aware, the second example !
of the Papyri about pickling olives ( cf. R.Ryl. 231.

5.1st cent. A.D.) :-Ka‘l thy erdv(_ arav) potl Tepiyxeboas

(and P. Brit. Mus. 893. A.D. 40): £m€\ TOUYG  Although P.Ryl. 231

does not show trace of mbnopoly, we know that the right of pickling' _

meat and selling it in Theadelphia required an application to the

epiteretai. The concession is to-last one year (see G.M. Browne,
XIl Intrn. Congr. of Pap.l, P. 64 sqq.).In PSI. 692 the grant of
the right to sell and pickle was fr'Qm the. &UXOAOLl)[I.IEXOQ |
'[?w TT(‘EUTO] 1’r-m)\1‘|<r\w Kai 'raptx'tp;fw- [K&\I é;AA(zs G;\)as

(cf. Afl Intrn. Congr.Pap., P. 66). The addressor of our document
was*sélling and pi.cklin,g olives and , besides, had an ageﬁt who |
might Dbe a sublessee, Consequently'. he is expected to have |
official permission, IO—il . YAUKE;\E’@,\)' o1t ts not certain
whether this meant a standard or kind of oli\,-re. This word is
infrequent in the '-Papy-ri (P.Oxf. 18.2;p Ryl. 231.5) SB. 57478cf
H.l. Bell, Jews and christiéhs in Egypt, ho 15). S_tanélard of olive
could be percieved from £Xalmv EKAEKTAS PEARLVNS |
(P. Philadelphia 12); Tay €Aatas Tds KO_MO?S 7 (P'.l*[ib.ag".lz);

£AQ10U AEUKOU : {(Zen. Caire 59013. 12).
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. o ) . c !’ - . . L 7 ,- l .
) 13 va1d 1y -+ either 7wui1diov: Or proper name ”(,H.qu
which is not attested in the Papyri, cf. lla18iov - (SB.6543).

_ N ‘ n V . ' :
14. Bofuiwv tou ‘ll).tono)u'rrou VOUOY (P, Hamb. 2.3}: may the

origin of the document.

15.2Am0dpus : this proper name is not attested in the Papyri._

18. llpopos + cf. SB. 1016.8.1st cent. A.D. But .alsrq,-“poLJOUV‘
(0. Tait. 1762. Roman epoch). |

ty £ - _- ) \ . ) . -
20-21. uerpntov [ev}a EAXEVIKDY EAEQ S There is some peculia~

'rity about the measure. In an application to lease an olive y.ard"

' 1 1 - /
the sent amounts to 15 metretae: dopou 5:,\0.101) ue:‘rpn[rwu}éemx;rav're
(P. ryl. ii. 97.A.D. 139 P.XV. Congr. 20.8). B'ut in a lease of vine
and Palm grove, the lessee pays Kal EAGVGY ExAEK ™s ne:\atvn%

ccp'ruBus mncu uEpr TLU uurw

(P, Philadelphia 12.15-17). Another Person pays for the .custom houqe

FAEAs dpToBos tpis (Pap. de Cen. 112. 4.2nd 3rd cent ALD. )

One expects that uéTp'n-.TO\)

is used for olive. 1In SB. 5747.8: { r:epcamou) YAEKLE AEGY

. - . / N 7
where both YMKE‘WIO\’ and ”}z\U:\ Ale - are suggested.

About the usage of E)\(tl(\g Ctp’ro'ﬂﬂts

cf. Pap. de Gen. 112, én. 2ncl 3rd cent. AD,)
¢ A ! ' ) - )
21. EAXEViKN C)\EQ—(;-,.H.&WJ There is a Variaty of the kinds of

olive in Egypt, It~ seems that Egypt 1mported olives from various

countries. So E)\mwv e)\)\evtrwv e roc)\ws

Zen, Cairo 59544. 2.3rd cent. B.C. r'1 Y&p eMta!r;’Ad)leuUﬁ

15 used to measmc ofl and ap ro;mJ .
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B ) - : ) i L, !
P. Bad. 42.12.2515_1" cent. A.D.). But there are EA¢10U ,-a.l*r(u_m'lou]

(P.Tebt. 887.4. 2nd cent. B.C.); }E)\.u{OU 0L [UDUYXU}V'“'"

o,/ . - 4
(P. Tebt. 932.4. 2nd cent. B.C.) and EAEaS HEVONG1AS

{P. Ross. 11.8. 145. 2nd. cent. A.D. ; see johnson, Roman -[:ngpt

P. 352 f.).
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