L) o YA s b (g smd)

Aalllad) yae JMA jan B gy gmd)

e 5 Cihall) se
e casll Arala (V) RIS caclisdl) ilag )l = Slsall el b
afa06@fayoum.edu.eg
Y 4 LS ddladl jae DA Lyswy eae oAbl cl® s Sl 1 Jolin Y s gaddall
Lahally Ganilly L gls Cile gagall o3a SV ¢lgild syl A cpald) o dplall edlall 4l Jgliy
WAl jeae adW J21s G saiy 15308 Al Cpysaall Jlsal dubny Can ) 138 Sy W L opfialdl (e el
Coally Cgally clgd agiald) (SLels pome ) agesd Clad Cua e (@ GV -TYY) Adladl jae Pl
flgal) (samy 1518 A0 ATV cApalaidV )y e Liia¥) agelingl o Slmd cagiald) o WT Lgagl 1508 )
Ao Gl L) sladll el ag Glai hLE) (e 2ys Lo DA (e &l

O ‘?3"5“ ‘u,u):ujﬂ}qi c\_\shj\.\s ‘gdk.\ ‘UM ‘U"".,)J“J\ :\_J)ﬁ ‘:"'..))"“ qEST ZJ‘AS\ Slalst)
The Syrians in Ptolemaic Egypt

Abdullatif Fayez Ali

Associate Professor of Greco-Roman History, Faculty of Arts, Fayoum
University, Egypt

afa06@fayoum.edu.eg

Abstract: This study does not deal with the political relations between Egypt and Syria
during the Ptolemaic period or with the trade relations between the two countries during
the same period; because these topics were examined and studied by many scholars
before. This study is concerning with the conditions of Syrians who lived inside the
different districts (nomoi) of Egypt during the Ptolemaic period (332-31 BC), in terms
of their reasons for coming to Egypt and their places of residence, the professions and
crafts they practiced during their stay, as well as their social and economic conditions,
and the gods they had worshiped. And that through what was reported about them,
whether in literary sources or documentary sources, especially papyri.
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Giuseppina (Vaggi), G., "Siria e Siri nei documenti dell' Egitto greco-romano,
Aegyptus", 17, 1/2 (1937): 29-51.
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Monson, (A)., “Syrians in the Fayyum: ASurvey of Crops on Cleruchic Land”, in S.

L. Lippert and M. A. Stadler, eds. Gehilfe des Thot. Festschrift fur Karl-Theodor
Zauzich zu Seinem 75. Geburtstag. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, (2014): 81-88.
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* Grainger, J. D., Syrian Influences in the Roman Empire to AD 300, (London: Routledge, 2018), 218.

3 . . 7 \ \ . ~ ’ 3 7 \

Herodotus, The Histories, 11, 112, 2 “neprowkéovot 6¢ 10 tépevog tovto Poivikes TOprot, karéeton O
6 y®pog ovtog 6 cuvémag Tvpimv otpardmedov. ot 38 &v 1@ Tepévei Tod IpoTéog ipdv TO KoAéeTan
Eeltvng Appoditng”

* Appian, Roman History, XI, Syrian Wars; Grainger, J. D., Syrian Influences, p. 216.
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Harper, G. ML. Jr. A Study in the Commercial Relations between Egypt and Syria in the Third Century
before Christ, 4JP, Vol. 49, No. 1 (1928),1-35; Thompson, H. A. 'Syrian wheat in Hellenistic Egypt',
AFP.9 (1930) 207-13; Andrea M.Berlin, Ptolemaic Agriculture, “Syrian Wheat”, and Triticum aestivum,
Journal of Archaeological Science, 30, Issue 1, (2003),115-121.

2 Vaggi, G., Siria e Siri nei documenti dell' Egitto greco-romano, 4egyptus, 17, No. 1/2 (1937), 29-30;
Manning, J. G., Land and Power in Ptolemaic Egypt: The Structure of Land Tenure, (UK: Cambridge
University Press, May 29, 2003), 109-110; Grainger, J. D., Syrian Influences, 216.
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* P. Petr. 3. 56 a, 1. 8 (270/258 B. C); P. Gurb. 24.1. 30 (299-200 B. C); P. Cair. Zen. 4. 59596, 1. 2. (263-
229 B. C); 59727, 1. 2 (263-229 B. C); 59741, 1. 23 (263-229 B. C); 59742, 1. 28 (263-229 B. C); 59773, 1.
1 (263-229 B. C); 59404, 1. 8 (263-229 B. C); P. Lille, 1. 1, 1. 46 (259/258 B. C); P. Sorb. 1IL. 76. 1. 33
(248 B. C); P.Cair. Zen. 59570, 1. 3 (245/244 B. C); PSI. 4. 399 (244/3 B. C); P. Tebt. 3. 1. 814, 1. 41
(239 B. C); 701, 1. 74 (235 B. C); 933, 11. 12-13 (3rd Cent. B. C); P. Lille. 1. 3, col. 3, . 54 (216/215 B.
C); BGU. 6. 1282, 1. 2 (199-1 B. C); P. Tebt. 3. 706, 1. 25 (171 B. C).

5P Sorb. 1. 76.1.3 (248 B. C).
S P. Hawara. 14.1.2 (98 B. C); P. Ashm. Dem. 18.1. 5. (about 70-60 B. C).

" Modona, A. N., La vita pubblica e privata degli Ebrei in Egitto nell'eta ellenistica e romana, 4egyptus,
Anno 2, No. 3/4 (1921), 262.
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' Kasher, A., The Jews in Hellenistic and Roman Egypt: The Struggle for Equal Rights, (Germany: Mohr
Siebeck, 1985), 145.

* P. Petaus, pp. 27-28; Banaji, J., Agrarian Change in Late Antiquity : Gold, Labour, and Aristocratic
Dominance: Gold, Labour, and Aristocratic Dominance,(UK: Oxford University Press, 2002), 245, 248;
Monson, A., “Syrians in the Fayyum: ASurvey of Crops on Cleruchic Land”, in S. L. Lippert and M. A.
Stadler, eds. Gehilfe des Thot. Festschrift fur Karl-Theodor Zauzich zu Seinem 75. Geburtstag.
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, (20014), 83.

P Lille. 1. 1, 11. 44-48 (259/258 B. C, Ghoran) = P. Zen. Pestm A.

4 Bagnall, R. S & Derow, P., The Hellenistic Period: Historical Sources in Translation, (United States:
Wiley, 2004), 172.
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Papyrology, 36 (2006), 9-20 .
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3 P. Lond. 7. 1940. Col. 2. 11. 43-45.
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! Joseph. Bell. Jud. 1. 31-33; Ant. Jud. 13. 62-68; 285-287; 348-349; P. Hamb. 1, 2, intro. p. 6;
Piotrkowski, M., Josephus on Onias and the Oniad Temple, Jewish Studies Quarterly, 25, No, 1, (2018),
1-16; Wasserstein, A., Notes on the Temple of Onias at Leontopolis, Illinois classical Studies, 18, (1993),
119-129; Kasher, A., The Jews in Hellenistic and Roman Egypt: The Struggle for Equal Rights
(Germany: Mohr Siebeck, 1985), 7-8.

*P. Hamb. 1. 2.11. 6-7 (59 A. D) = C.Pap.Jud. 11 417.

’ P. Eleph. 4. Elephantine (P. Berlin. 13503) 21 July, 283 B. C = C. Ptol. Sklav. 136b.
*P. Petr.(2) 1. 13.1. 13 (238/237 B. C).

SPEnteux. 13.1.2 (222 B. C).

8P, Enteux. 47.1.1 (221 B. C).

"P. Enteux. 28.1.1 (218 B. C).

$1bid., 1. 1-2; 3.

*UPZ. 1. 121 (156 B. C).

' P Koeln. 4. 187 (146 B. C).
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' P. Petr. 3. 56 a, 1. 8 (270/258 B. C); P. Gurb. 24. 1. 30 (299-200 B. C); P. Cair. Zen. 4. 59596, 1. 2.
(263-229 B. C); 59727, 1. 2 (263-229 B. C); 59741, 1. 23 (263-229 B. C); 59742, 1. 28 (263-229 B. C);
59773, 1. 1 (263-229 B. C); 59404, 1. 8 (263-229 B. C); P. Lille, L. 1, 1. 46 (259/258 B. C); P. Sorb. I1L.
76. 1. 33 (248 B. C); P.Cair. Zen. 59570, 1. 3 (245/244 B. C); PSI. 4. 399 (244/3 B. C); P. Tebt. 3. 1.
814, 1. 41 (239 B. C); 701, L. 74 (235 B. C); 933, 1. 12-13 (3rd Cent. B. C); P. Lille. 1. 3, col. 3, 1. 54
(216/215 B. C); BGU. 6. 1282, 1. 2 (199-1 B. C); P. Tebt. 3. 706, 1. 25 (171 B. C).
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'P. Lond. 7. 2006. 11. 2-3 (284 B. C) “tdv é&v Zopav Kopnt od 3186vta 10ig Ktivesty ydoptov”

2 Ibid., 1. 13-14. “obte yop tov [edpoly Tod Bodayvéov Aop[Bdlvopev obte @V vr[o]luyeiov”

* P. Cair. Zen. 4. 59727 (263-229 B. C); P. Col. Zen. 3. 46. 1. 13 (253 B. C); 59570 (245/244 B. C).
* P. Cair. Zen. 3. 59497. 1. 8-11 (257 B. C).

3 Ibid., 1. 9; 4. 59570. 11. 3-4 “év Zop[@v kdunt noav[-pdv”.

SP. Zen. Pestm. A, 11. 41-44 (259/258 B. C).

T P. Col. Zen. 3. 46.11. 1-11 (253 B. C); see also, P. Lond. 7. 2006, note 5, p. 154.

8 P. Cair. Zen. 4. 59742, 1. verso, 1. 28 (263-229 B. C); 59741, verso, 1. 23 (263-229 B. C).

?SB. 16. 12830. Recto. 11. 1-12 (125-100 B. C).
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clad “(Andrew Monson) (swise ol bydi e YTA=YY ¢ e 558l 45550 duay W Jaass
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225 (KAnpovyot) dSuall cile Uady)

! Diodorus Siculus, Bibl. Hist. 30. 15; Polyb. Hist. 28. 17.
? P. Lille. I 5. L. 14 (260/259 B. C )= C.Pap.Jud. I 35 “@ouijt [Taottog, Topot, Tod £k Tod K¢ (ETovg), p-.

3 P. Tebt. 3. 1. 11. 37-44 (239 B. C). “[(¥tovg) ] Aausiov . mapédeiéev Oepdvg NexPadvpuoc/
[A]potvoitic petd kupiov Hpoxieidov tod/ [Almorimviov M[éplcov tdv énépyov Bolokmy/[v]anpétnt
AreEavSpov mpdxtopog [&v )/ [dp]nehdvo \dv O koi ANvog/ tov S[v]to katd Topwv kdpumv/ [or]épyov
Ietegovyov 100 Yevibov Zvpoayvmti[ov]/ [eig] mv vrdpyov[cav mop’] avtod mpd&wvv word [ 1/
[xpn]potiotdv [- ca.9 -Jikhéovg EvOnyifov . .. . 17

* P. Tebt. 3. 1. 701. Recto, col. II, 1l. 73-84 (fr. L ii) (235 B. C). “Awpiov Apyripot. 3¢l oméppuo
do[Ofvan]/tolc Aaoic toig &v Tvpwv koML &g [tV okwo-]/ [AInk[6]BpwTov yijv. cOvia&ov odv 10
[ywoépevov]/ petpficon éxdotml od 1 yi éott [S10 TdV] /map’ HudV denpetdv, 10d 88 TAno[vg doov av]/
d0071 Botepdv cot ypawopev ypnuotiopov.])/dw Kopwvoe./ [Apyzinol oovtafov | v, [-ca?- 1]/
Mévovt. pétpnoov toig Aaoig toig £[v] Zop[mv]/Kdpnt €ig v cKOANKOBpmTov yijv/ onéppo TO yLvopevov
skdoton, émokey[d-]/pevog &k TG Ypagfic fig &xelg map’ HUGV.”

5 Monson, A., “Syrians in the Fayyum, 81-88.
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! Monson, A., Syrians in the Fayyum, 82-86.
2P Corn. 1, 11.223-224, (258 B. C)=SB. 11, 6796.

> Westermann. W. L., The Greek Exploitation of Egypt, Political Science Quarterly, 40. 4 (1925), 536;
Westermann, W. L., Account of Lamp Oil from the Estate of Apollonius, Classical Philology, 19, 3,
(1924), 234, 239-240.

* Westermann, W. L., Account of Lamp Oil from the Estate of Apollonius, p. 239; Rostovtzeff, M. 1., 4
Large Estate in Egypt: In the Third Century B.C., a Study in Economic History, Madison, (1922), 177.

> P. Cair. Zen. 2. 59292, 1. 52 ( 250 B. C) Zvpoic ; P. Mich. Zen. 49. 1. 11 (250 B. C) Zvpoic dydviov ;
PSI. 6. 648 1. 2 (263-229 B. C) 10 copdria 4o Zvpioc.

P Sorb. 111. 76.1. 3 (248 B. C); P. Hawara. 14. 1. 2 (98 B. C); P. Ashm. Dem. 18. 1. 5. (about 70-60 B.
Q).

7 Grainger, J. D., Syrian Influences, p. 217; Monson, A., Syrians in the Fayyum, p.83; Manning, J. G.,
Land and Power in Ptolemaic Egypt, 109-110.
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! Monson, A., “Syrians in the Fayyum, 81-88; 82-86.

Cahalll de thany ¢ LeDlaaaly daded) silas) Hliml 8 Auhy o pad) zadl Ga €Y1 uS) e geae i gl b T
S (VYY) gl s tppll) e deal

e Ahl i by aall en o Suilldl jaall elaa¥) &bl 4 Ay ddpalall jae (B sl igmd Joa T
.€9 G(Y"-L GLLSL:: LEASIIACMAL“)J.\SM\X‘) Lﬁ;ﬂgu}“

* P. Enteux. 13. 11. 1-3 (222BC Magdola) = P.Lille Il 2= Wilck.Chr. 101.  Bacirel ITrokepaiot yoipstv
Acia. adwodpon oo IModp[t]og ToD oTafpodyov. Tod yap avopodc pov /Maydtov otadipodobéviog v
kount IInlovciot kol diedopévov avtod mpog tov TTodpy Kol Gvotkodouncovtog v Tl avTod Tommt
iepov Zupiag Ood koi Appoditng Bepevikng”

> BGU. 6. 1282, 11. 1-19 (BC 199 — 1, Arsinoite?)= C. Pap.Jud. L. 46. Zaporoioc ‘Qpov koi 6 T0HTOV
V0g  Awoorog/kepopevot @V amd  Topov  kopng Tov-/daior  Iletecodymt koi  toig  TovTOL
violg/Nepepds kol Neyfavodmg yaipewv./oporoyoduey  cuvpeteyopey piv/tod vmépyovtog IMoodtt
YopPoraiov mepi/Neidov TOAV  kepapeng amd  TOPL ke/tob £ (§tovg) €mg  Mecopn A tod  awtod
(érovg)/xata t0 EmPariov pot puépog (tétaptov) kai Tod viod pov 10 (fjov) (tétaptov) TOd
TETOPTOV,/T0 8¢ POpov ékteicopev KowiL Ekaotog/kotd TO pépog &av 86 Tu yévntan PAdPoc/i
QgAMoL <€oT®> Kot Kol OlpeTovg unde/éEéotan MUiv  Kotalmelv  \to/  kepapelov péypt Tod
mpok(elpévov) (8tovg) unde éEéotan UIV/ EyPaiely NUAG €KTOC TOD KEPUUEMS E0v/ O UT| ToLdEY KOO
véypoamron, Ekteicopev €ig 10 Bacthkov dp(yvpiov) (dpayuag) p. 1 8¢ picbwoiy/ §de kupiot Eotmr Tavent.
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' Szanté Zsuzsanna, The Jews of Ptolemaic Egypt in the light of the Papyri, (Budapest: 2016), p.
90; Regis Burnet, L'Egypte ancienne a travers les papyrus : Vie quotidienne,( Pygmalion: 2003), 67.

.(e\ﬁ.‘/\ 6239;;.“ Q)A\Aj\ LBSA a‘)&tls”) ULA})K\} MLL..J\ Erac ‘f s L.g J}G—..J‘ GHM\ e JLAS ‘_éja.a.a.n_

- Roth J. M., Greek Papyri lights on Jewish History, (New York: 1924); Szant6 Zsuzsanna, The Jews of
Ptolemaic Egypt in the light of the Papyri, (Budapest: 2016); Angelo Segré., The Status of the Jews in
Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt: New Light from the Papyri, Jewish Social Studies, Vol. 6, No. 4 (1944):
375-400.

* P. Enteux. 47 (221BC Magdola)= P. Lille. 2, 15.

Gy Sye oV (580 Alaa Byl GHSY) s 3 Slaglly allad) @M\‘;H‘;wﬁs\“ PEVSORPIY. SR
DAY (Y0 2) ¥ E aaedl (uad (e Aralay oY) (3,0
4 P. Enteux. 47. 1. Recto. 1-10. “Boaocirel ITtolepaior yoipewv Ilgpdtng, Apa[y, kovpevlg, TV

karotkovv[t]ov TTtoAepaida v 1@V ApdPov. aducodpor vmd Mokixov to[d . . Joalaiov. €uo[v yap
avT]dL TOG / XPEAS TOPESYNUEVOL KOl TOIG TPOGNKOVGL avTdl Thcl Tefepaneukds aveykA[tolg Tt

25a%1 1% N ]. v 0oc kai &\mi/ mAdova ETn mpdg cuvTadty, kaoTL v émkeympn-/ LEVOV TPOG e Kol
tov Mda[AyJov, voveide . a. [ ...] e 100 mpoeAnA[v]06tog £rovg TOD KG, avtidoyiog &€ pov
wos [ ... .. lev[. .. ... nt]epl TovTmV Koi SpKicév pe dyayav mi [t]o thic AOnvdg iepov T pRv um

kekopicOar [ -ca.?- ] déopor cov, Pacided, un mepudiv [, . .. ] adikoduevov, Gvta ypotéyxvny,/[ GAAL
wpootdEat Alopdve]l TdL otpatny®dt dmoc ypldent ITt]oAep[aimt T]dt émotd, inep gip[i] dpopokdg
avT®V[ -ca.?- éav pglv &1t kal viv drododvon fodA]ntai pot & &ykadd g, . of . €]av 8¢ T AvTiAé-/[yn,
anooteidar avtov] Emi Aoedvny \drwg dtak[pdfjt pot]/. todtov y[ap yevoluévov, Bacired, Eoopm T[fig
mapt 6od] \mhong eravOpw-/[ting tetevydg]. vac. ? [edt]Oyel.”
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"' PSI 4.406. Col. 1. 11. 1-14 (260/258BC Philadelphia) = C.Ptol.Sklav. 142= C.Zen.Palestine 27
“omopvnue Zvovy/[. . . . ] mopd Hpoxeidov/ tod cuvopiotod./ tepi @V dnnpyacpévorl siciv/
Apyrdrog kot Atovictog

nodickny o [, . J/mpooypnodpevog adTivmapEdmKey avThy TdOpo@OAIKL GUVOKEVE-/GAVTES ADTTV
&l 11 mo/te elyewv. b \8¢/ éotiv/Ep Inyodc mopd Td1 dOpo@OAaKL./EAAY dEnyocav &€
Appavov./anédovto avtny €v ITtokepaidt” about Drimylos see also, P.Lille, 1. 58. Col. 1L 1. 20 (BC
260 — 200 Ghoran (Arsinoites); note, 20, p. 235; David Graf. Henry MacAdam, “PSI1406” ARAM 2.1-
2 [1990] 69-75.

* P.Cair. Zen. 1. 59003, 11. 1-10 (259B. C) = SB. 3. 6709 = Sel. Pap. 1. 31= C.Ptol.Sklav. 1. 37=
C.Zen.Palestine. 3= C.Pap.Jud. 1 1.
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' SB. V. 8008, 1I. 33-57 (B.C 260) = C. Ptol. Sklav. 1 3; Z. 1-63= C. Ord. Ptol. 21-22. “BactAémg
TPooThEavTog: €1 Tveg TV katd Zvpiav kol /Do viknv] dyopdkacty odpo Aak[o]v Elevbepov 1j EEevév-/
[koow Kol kateoy[M]koow f kat’ dAlov Tpémov kék[tn-1/[vion | . . . . 1. o, . [.Tvodual. . . ] .1g
o, tov, [ -ca.?- ] /[ -ca.?- ] npd[g tOv oikov]opov tov &[v Ekdotni]/omapysion kabeotrota, 4’ Mg Gv
Nuépa[g] 10 mpooTo-/yuo EKTedTL, €v NUépaug K. €av 8¢ TG un Amoypd-/ymron i pn avaydynt tod te
omdpatog otepndn-/ceTon kol TpocecTpaydfceTal €ig 10 Paciiucov /Ekdotov copatog (dpoyuag) I' kai o
Booledg mepi/ avtod Srayvdoetar. T 8¢ pnvicavtt do0ncov-/Taft T0]D \E[kd]o(tov)/ odpotog (Sporyioi)
[. 1. éav 6 rw\e/gt[d]v cc)udcm)v /t[@v d]roypagévt[mv] kai dvaxﬁévm)[v €lmdetcvomoty /[Nyopa]koteg
6vta oikeTkd GmodidocOoft] amotg 0V /[0¢ E]v T0ig Pactiuceis om’aptstmg MEMPAPEVOV Go-/[pdt]mv,
26v TvoL paoknt EA[e]00epa etvar, \Kl)pwtg slvar/ 16¢ kTi-/[0€1¢] TOig BVNUEVOLG. TV 88 GTPO-/TEVOUEVMV
Kol TV GAAOV TV Katowobvtov &v Xvpiat kol Powikny door cuvowkodow yovouél /Aonkaic, [6c]
avellqeacty, pn aroypopéciocov. kol &g [t0] Aow[ov] &8¢ pundevi éEéotm dyopdle[tv] un o6&
[0]moti[0e]obon omdpato Aonkd EAedOepa Tapevpéoel undle]udn, ANV 1@V YO T0D S101KOTVTOG TOG KT
Zvpiav koi Dowikny tpocddovs &v TpocPoriit did[o]pévav.”

2Bagnall, R. S. & Derow, P., The Hellenistic Period: Historical Sources in Translation, (2004), 111.
? Ibid., p. 113.
4 P. Petr. (2). 1. 13, 11. 1-11 (238/237 B.C Arsinoite) = P. Petr.112= C. Ptol. Skiav. L 54.
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