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Rights and Duties of literary patronage in the Epigrams of Martial

Nahed Fathey ElArabawy
Assistant lecturer — faculty of art — Greek and Latin studies department —
El Mansoura University — Egypt

dr.nahedel3rabawy@gmail.com

Abstract: Literary patronage is a reciprocal system of rights and duties between the
patron and the client. These rights and duties are one of the most prominent
manifestations of literary patronage in relation to Martial. His poems make highly clear
that he was fully aware of his duties in relation to his literary patrons and of his rights as
well. He them in a great number of his epigrams in a form of sarcastic criticism through
explaining his complaints and his recurrent suffering whether from his patrons'
negligence as well as their very little support and their failing of the rights of their
clients or the discomfort of doing such duties.

Some of the most prominent duties of client in relation to his patron are the saluting
in the morning salutation "salutatio" for which he incurs the discomfort of going and
coming every day to salute and accompany the patron as well as serving him all the day
wearing the formal uniform of the client "toga". Moreover, one of the important duties
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of the client is to attend the patron's invitations "cena recta" by his patron and this was
one of the most significant and distinctive features of the Roman society.

The poems of Martial are deemed to be a theatre for showing all the rights and duties
of literary patronage and they included his internal complaints and suffering as a client.
He had witnessed all fluctuating circumstances experienced by the client with his patron
where he was a client to a big number of patrons.

Keywords: Literary patronage — Duties — Rights — Patron — Client — Martial
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Romam vade, liber: si, veneris unde, requiret,
Aemiliae dices de regione viae.
si, quibus in terris, qua simus in urbe, rogabit,
Corneli referas me licet esse Foro.
cur absim, quaeret, breviter tu multa fatere:
'non poterat vanae taedia ferre togae' .

'quando venit?' dicet, tu respondeto: 'poeta
exierat: veniet, cum citharoedus erit' . (3,4)
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S alee e (g i Lea e (51 (B 4illie i o] 3l Gullityle (ains
cf. Guillermo Galan Vioque, Martial Book 7, A Commentary (Boston: 2012), 415.
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JSU sas anmlie jlie) abga mia g (JSAN Ahea cilala) 8 ol adll an®y s 4y g3
SOSG Lo 13n il dsieg alad s 5 e aaaa 281 o 3 13l gy badll
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Dic mihi, quis furor est? turba spectante vocata
solus boletos, Caeciliane,® voras.

1'J.P, Sullivan, Martial: The Unexpected Classic (Cambridge University Press: 1991), 157.

> H. M. Yassin, Tipologia del Epigram Funeraris Helenistic (Spain: Murcia, 1999), 89 — 121.
3 Kirby F. S., "Martial the epigrammatist”, the Sewanee review, vol. 26, No.1 Jan. (1918): 21.
* Saller, personal patronage, 128.

> Kirby, "Martial the Epigrammatist", 21.
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b il (i€ oyseay cpalad¥) aal J (e e Lial) e 45500 o W alalall (go Sae 58 381 2 (33 (2,37) s
oullisle S5y (2.78) (A ¢ aladall ol (2l iS 0y5my (7.59) (A5 ¢(8,67) (b ¢ Lind) acpe i 11Sae i e iy 4
obiall 3aS i of cong Lasl Auled (B die Jnd R8810) dilaban (o Laall 535305 GasISIS J3 (e Bl (o 29305 Bl
O aadl ) ALY el 5 1y Ay 4tpaty A 1Y) ¢ Liad) 3L1Sa (e i) oy plaitie 1S (6,88) A o) seaass
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quid dignum tanto tibi ventre gulaque precabor?
boletum qualem Claudius edit, edas. (1, 20)

clan s clyyhadll agili el 9138 o gia gl (QusLIGIS | ¢ sl
LOapalall e 2dia soaliiag
Gl S 3lag 55 Bara Sl Flgiains Da
oIS JST LS calyyladl) (St el
Dshbie¥) leagdl) LS cilphdll sy all gy iy aehy Al ) pullile el AL il &

' Agrippina Usyysl s g) 4l 4508 il (e by b sansa 4din 3 53 Claudius gsse DS
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Chayg 3pally pmpa e oLiall S8 AAD aaal) pia L Taals p3id G B)le oldal) dung agl ads
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......... tantum spectavimus omnes:
ponere aprum nobis sic et harena solet.
ponatur tibi nullus aper post talia facta,
sed tu ponaris cui Charidemus” apro.* (1,43. 11 — 14)

coabaing (4 ppal) Waasl dnuie 2alud) culs
¢J=all \&A’-’Jﬁ)‘ﬂ\‘ﬂjeﬂ:’d
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() 4d gual 4@y and 8 JA (63l apro
a3 ) "Annius Gussl aely ) 5L Gl g cann diph 8 Uayl oS O plekall g )l e Lo

(4,15) & LS Ao laia) clSobadl (o ayaall 2830 Qe LIS Tpadd a3t cilegamsall b Jils £33 aa ey

-(4.5)5(1,65)5(9,70) 5 (6,35)5 (2,71) 5 (1,37) 5 (6,15)
cf. Soldevila et al., A prosopography to Martial's Epigrams, 89.
"¢f. Shackleton Bailey, Martial Epigrams, Loeb Classical Library, Vol. I (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1993), 55

anlyehd ol saaly 4y agal A (a3l iaay (Mancus) 4K e ($idie audls Al 4ads (ssiSile Mancinus |
celaally 3291 ) el Manus 4l of Ly «(ThLL 8, s. v. mancus)
(4.37) b5 diny Cinme banaill a2 (8 568 Alaull Ciluaddll ) Mancinus s iy Ly, (OLD, s. v. manus 18)
oulliisle oygems (4.61) (s uspsinnmn Al ile iamfl 4l aciy 52 (L) Y el Gl 8)sems Guallinla oypam
() Oe i A aliall sag Cal) g AL QIS ekl Bypan
cf. Soldevila et al., 4 prosopography to Martial's Epigrams, 365.
il Ly (BAHOC) s (XAPIQ) (o wiSpo ) 585 «lisdl i 3L o 585 i i (Xapidnpog) Charidemus ™
s dadall 8 Canlll LT (Gulal) Ll o dmasy (530 Gt ) my 53l andl (ol oS G a1 138 Gl e
olal Jals el alidyy gl a8l a5 g s cilS dpalll b Al
cf. Soldevila et al., 4 prosopography to Martial's Epigrams, 134

@l Ll Jmis aper A4S (e apro ‘
Lewis and Short, A Latin dictionary, s. v. aper.
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t i @y e Al dianal (o€ (JSU of Caguiall (e 2aY dajh aag
Cum mensas habeat fere trecentas,’
pro mensis habet Annius ministros:”
transcurrunt gabatae volantque lances.

has vobis epulas habete, lauti:
nos offendimur ambulante cena. (7,48)

(s L) 3e Aile & lbiay 5 Ly
sl e Yoy ane 4l Gugal OIS
ki Gsnas Ao el 5 (3L
03 aS3)gay il |gandl
(lal) el dlsad) eliall o)
2 Adayy e diphy el sk O SN o)l sLaall ) oda ataad B ullile iy
Sleoal I sy gpalall e oysie Gl Bl sl § L) cliall (Lixe) ambulante cena
0o B Ao sena ledanuds coledll lgdle iy ol 4l V) sl LSl AU Vsl sae B85S e a2
¢liall gl (Volant .... Lances) dapm iSa 4 Jlga S oLl st ministros o seslal
Ganal Ay g il diag ume G el JB e ealilly JA) 3 o ) Gallsile Ll
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td s cadde Tla o Liall e

Invitas centum quadrantibus et bene cenas.
Ut cenem invitor, Sexte, an ut invideam? (4,68)

can elies Wl oppde s dused Jilie o Liall e Tigen a0l
aiall o o Liall seae Ul ¢ uginin |y
o2 Ol el Asle ) CuilSs agile ) U8 e cpllaal) Cpanlill aead Gl oLl cilsen cuilS
Jala s damy A el g a)Sd 8huae Adle Aliey culS Ll ¢ Lial) 318K a5 Al “sportula

23a b Gullile die Baslyspe yela ¢ € S AR AlE Glegyl) die ale aud 58 ALA duadd (el Annius |
s g 1S Y|
cf. Soldevila et al., 4 prosopography to Martial's Epigrams, 43.
e Sls ey alakal) Ciila (e S aaad el oDlial (S Cua coliie A5l Aile EDB Gl oDlia) ) Cull 138 iy
(D.C.61.10.3) Ul Lle (puads elliay S Kigw o DiOCaSSIUS (5l 33 083 Ll Gaad o)1)
el Ul agale Glays enpnil) oSt lagy VL (o ann @) 3ty gy i) ol e 31k a8 Ministros |
.Tricliniarii
cf. Vioque, Martial Book7, 302.
eall 320 3 (pypualal) i) 55 e 815,45l e olil) Lgie Juan aladall e Al e 3ile 4 35 Sportula ¢
gt
cf. Post, Selected Epigrams of Martialis (Boston: 1908), 62.
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tJ R B elie Aung sLISA) oda ;e (f Led iy o Liall AW gl ) e i) 22 (3,60)

cum vocer ad cenam non iam venalis ut ante,
cur mihi non eadem quae tibi cena datur? (3, 60. 1-2)

e liall e oihd 5 (canaS) i S (Jd e
A (mad) A Jie sl dims Jmia ¥ 13
6 S Al Y ooy L 52l
Cur sine te ceno cum tecum, Pontice, cenem? )

sportula quod non est, prosit: edamus idem. (3, 60. 9-10)
oo b eeligny o Laall Jlidl caadl 13l

(sliall) Gt Jolims lies colie sl dllia oS5
WeY) o Jpand goy slaall B el and eduy pullile Sy oAl saad
:Jsa8 Sportula 4 sl
Sportula nulla datur; gratis conviva recumbis:
dic mihi quid Romae, Gargiliane, facis?
unde tibi togula est et fuscae pensio cellae? (3, 30. 1-3)
sl (sliall o) Gulas Cana el o Lie slalS wud )
Tlagy o i 13k ugililingla b il
Al b (Slal) @8 ol e o(Rmill) elish (i) ol o
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Sy cdgel) Capi alye oL Adain o Ut Y 4S5 aie JLA (g Bl Ul pday ol 1S
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Mane salutavi vero te nomine casu
nec dixi dominum, Caeciliane, meum.
quanti libertas constet mihi tanta requiris?

el (e yia ilaa () I 8l Ciuaiia & Sportula s Liad) slalSa < gati ¢ e Gaje canlgl) 138zl Lo oleju oS5
(Centum quadrantes) sl Yo Uy o8

cf. Sullivan, Unexpected Classic, 69.

'Richard Duncan Jones, Payment of Dinner — Guestes at Roma (Cambridge: Gonville and Caius College,
2008), 142-146.

2 Jones, Martial the Client, 358.
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centum quadrantes' abstulit illa mihi. (6, 88)

i) dlauly Ll b dliaty Cud diaallyy
csi b e0n Y oasLLSIS (3l
Glly i o) sl 93 all o2 S oS iy
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Julis el 45 (salve, Caeciliane) alasiuly dpaill gaf a3 4if (salutavi ............ casu) (g
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Yo
. aanl)

Al o ey alen Los allag Gallile zled] 8 4uely olad il (a dpsllaall cilialll 3 e 38,
g ally 1L gyl Gpn il ainefy il cilialy elaf e Bl 358 clagy n dliny 3 sl 5a el
A il Sl U8 e S S0 BB o ) ey Ly Ty e IS8 Gl ey e
Matutine cliens, urbis mihi causa relictae,
atria, si sapias, ambitiosa colas.
non sum ego causidicus nec amaris litibus aptus,
sed piger et senior Pieridumque comes;

otia me somnusque iuvant, quae magna negavit
Roma mihi: redeo, si vigilatur et hic. (12, 68)
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cf. Baily, Martials Epigrams, 69.
* Post, Selected Epigrams, 164.
3 cf. Baily, Martial Epigrams, 149.
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Exigis a nobis operam sine fine togatam:

non eo, libertum sed tibi mitto meum.
'non est' inquis 'idem' ................. (3,46.1-3)

() 4asd) Caland) £155 ) Gaga (sbe (k) g3
(sue) el il el ol bl dles S
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Omnia promittis cum tota nocte bibisti;
mane nihil praestas. Pollio’, mane bibe. (12, 12)

e ily else JS 1 JS Jaes il
code b (W) zlaal) (B o) ol B Y Zlaall s
sty e palliile ey s i im Ui Bt s s i b ae)y puallile illley
4iless Ponticus (us<ig 4el) pallijle coilllag il gye s gl 8 4alisalue bl Glaals s
105kl Al Ll gY aumye §f abayg oy alie g il
Lis mihi cum Balbo* est, tu Balbum offendere non vis,
Pontice: cum Licino est, hic quoque magnus homo est.

vexat saepe meum Patrobas confinis agellum,
contra libertum Caesaris’ ire times.

' Lindsay Watson and Patrica A. W., Select Epigrams (Cambridge University Press: 2003), 172,173.
Dl s e il Jay "3 Sl Gl e ugnailSy calaain ) wili and g5 AL Fiadd (sl Candidus
it s bl ase (a3l W ojpeay ulliile dies calall
cf. Soldevila et al., 4 prosopography to Martial's Epigrams, 107.
oulli gl jealze Citharoedus 5,88 Cajle Jamy OS5 chsiia dpadod ¢ ulli Lesley e slly Pollio
sz ) e (usSiiig 5 ol 2 Jagl 5 saaill 3y Balbus aul prsind i) sagll oLl Gullile i
GOl 138 e ot o Al e a8y Gl IS Lagyg ASlalas
B Gl L agie 5n€ il Alia dag (IS5 aglins o 25 jshaliaed] ()5mslill aall agh :Libertum Caesaris Wi °

cf. A. Craig Williams, Martial Epigram: Book 2, Edited with introduction, translation, and
commentary (Oxford University Press, 2004), 126.
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Capto tuam, pudet heu, sed capto, Maxime, cenam.

' Williams., Martial, 125

llile clalng 4 o) Llesll clialys Gsin

abnegat et retinet nostrum Laronia servum,
respondes 'orba est, dives, anus, vidua.'
non bene, crede mihi, servo servitur amico:
sit liber, dominus qui volet esse meus. (2, 32)

Wi Y ousSiig b S uplly a8l e ool
oSl 2 (Al 550 ) Gy cpunlly qumis o
gl Jlal) 13y (il aidie Ja) 4!
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tu captas aliam: iam sumus ergo pares.
mane salutatum venio, tu diceris isse
ante salutatum: iam sumus ergo pares.
sum comes ipse tuus tumidique anteambulo regis,
tu comes alterius: iam sumus ergo pares.
esse sat est servum, iam nolo vicarius esse.
qui rex est regem, Maxime, non habeat’. (2, 18)

? Sulivan, J.P., Unexpected Classic, 160.
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cf. Craig, Martial Book 2, 84 — 8§5.
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ergo ero Vergilius, si munera Maecenatis
des mihi? Vergilius non ero, Marsus ero. (8, 55 .23 —24)
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Gl gl Had ks 11l Al Levie GupldSol age )y (o 1Y) Gullinle S el Gudi Jsng

ralaninly oaladl) gl (8 ad) Gullile Caaaid culingd il asa b
Saepe mihi dicis, Luci carissime Iuli,

"scribe aliquid magnum: desidiosus homo es."
otia da nobis, sed qualia fecerat olim

" Post, Selected Epigrams, 61.

* Craig, Martial Book 2, 85.

? Sullivan, Unexpected Classic, 124.
* Post, Selected Epigrams, 202 - 205.
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Maecenas Flacco Vergilioque suo:
Condere victuras temptem per saecula curas
et nomen flammis eripuisse meum.
in steriles nolunt campos iuga ferre iuvenci':
pingue solum lassat, sed iuvat ipse labor. (1,107)

Wil (A Js il cGusalsy pusSol i
"Jousll Jad gl (Gaskae) DS Gl af
Ga Gaglindy QoSO (uliSile b LS Alga e
s B Gt Yiee Sl of «Jd e
Jasti of i il (bl (e oand 55
Ly Al ) el
Sy g5l (Al zling asely () assall it LS Gy o ) il Gl b pullijle i
magnum opus 581 5,0 cilalsll Joa el dwitl Guailyg ¢ ) Jaall Jlails Slaiy (g5l
g1y b otium (1l cu8g) Aabll dpaal e Gallijle 2S5 ST o3a 35 el G el Lnaile
Tl L) Alesll S Gasilsg Guslingd e IS Gl e S gy el
o s 3 Gl e b elrdl L a0 A el ) oaT Bpe Gllile g
ciley Jumdl oyfiny Alg aihay el a5 L) aley aal Terentius Priscus (s sSuyn (s sfind 4l
Sl e ciling 8 aile o optng Sl o) i
Quod Flacco Varioque fuit summoque Maroni
Maecenas, atavis regibus ortus eques,
gentibus et populis hoc te mihi, Prisce Terenti,
fama fuisse loquax chartaque dicet anus.
tu facis ingenium, tu, si quid posse videmur,
tu das ingenuae ius mihi pigritiae. (12, 3.1-6)
co Laall oLl (40 1o ba Lfd IS GulisSle o @il
¢)las Gasplds s eI (Jiall) 5
(aly o e 138 el
el a8 A% Cogus ¢ usSimyy (usfiinyt b
el il ¢ ladaa) LGS s A1)
QLA‘)G_LJ (‘L\A}A) 'é)ﬁ ‘51 u_\j s‘?ﬁm},e Qi
el (Eal) i) Jusl) 3a Taie cl
i Le 13) Fama sallall s &l Jly Cagas crandll e Dl of e 4Ll all1 8 Gullile 2S5

S AV Ales)) 3sia dnies ol dage

yhaall ohall i juvenci |
Cassell's (1968) s.v. invencus
% Post, Selected Epigrams, 46.
> P. M. W. Tennant, "poets and poverty: the case of Martial" (University of Natal: Pietermaritzburg, Acta
Classica, XLIII, 2000), 149
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o Al e A Ao i Ay aheas pullible caym caseslly cilialgll asel) sy axe e
:4iley aal
Laudatus nostro quidam, Faustine', libello
dissimulat, quasi nil debeat: imposuit. (5, 36)
piall S Sl atnae G Jayl ¢ Gusiiianld
e Al o J e sag Lz:u:a(c_n:\) Al el
ailialg o loly Lagia JS arll 1Y) alilly e bl e JS (Ao axins 32500 O S 8y ol A maly sag
anidis ala s JleSinl 4 mend Ll s LOLT dnia) (ulile Jie ool s alay S Y AT olas

Y5 oY)
Tulius Gallile sl s aina ) Gallile i€ Tlal sl 038 el (e Galliiyle 3Lilea 75 )il
slels Jleel (e ey ofs (gl ane liny o iy by Sl sball laal e 41 225y Martialis
tsid ¢ Uaiaad) 8 8Ll by of Lagale comy adl U Badia clagy 8 Aleall 5Ll
Si tecum mihi, care Martialis®,
securis liceat frui diebus,
si disponere tempus otiosum
et verae partier vacare vitae,
nec nos atria nec domos potentum
nec litis tetricas forumque triste
nossemus nec imagines superbas;

sed gestatio, fabulae, libelli,
campuss, porticus, umbra, VirgoG, thermae, (5, 20. 1 -9)

LA ABle 4y adasis pasiliiasy skl ) Gie OIS 4l Cudliile JS3 eudlisle sle) aals ¢ el ¢ pusisiglé Faustinus |

am Al aie callay agad (7, 12) 5 (3, 2) Lo bl (o ol Gl sle 4] dny wailile D)l aal oIS Layys (7, 12)

aade gl (Aand alliybe 583y ) asle; aal 4yl <o sapeaill oda b5 callae] auiy 28 41e callay (4, 10) 5 capils

L) (8 G sy ol ojladl B Gl e

cf. Soldevila et al., 4 prosopography to Martial's Epigrams, 231.

¢ 24) AUl e e ST ADie & G o iy (5530 8505 (106 82) (106 74) (106 70) A gsamsall pui Jsbisy "
(126 68) (126 18 ) b dpnill Aiiia (pa grapall ially Aal)ll asliinl e Uil (11

cf. Craig, Martial, Book 2, 84 — 85.

3 Peter Howel, Martial, the Epigrams Book V, Edited with Introduction, Translation and Commentary,
(England: Aris. & Phillips LTD, 1995), 99.

Ganad b Gallnle SLaly (Ll ulil Qo1 Garall s ¢l (v 231 58 Tulius Martialis owllile Gusalss *
lele adleel JS 3 anhls Sl jlaly clagy ) Alpaay dia s 4 ey a3l (gl cale T8 i e cpinna Lagil (12,34)
gl Dbl claly) dila) dal e lalianl alleel 4 Gl jle Jusyy S5l 030 a5 ¢ palilly G (b€
ey g cplaainlll oyl Apndll dule (e LSS 43l Cady (e sa5 Campus Maritus (s sile Gl ) 3,03 Campus °
Tiber sl 8 dalud) 5 dpaly )l el Losjladd (lSa g5 e lans cilabang 485 )
il olpally aslolen 2353 623 VT ale Loy 3 Agrippa Lyl lal 48l <is8 a5 Aqua Vergo ) ,L5) Vergo
o¢nis Via Collating (usii¥S G (e die A (Joa das o gl (e iyl o3gd olaal) (S Gusinle (Bls (S o
(7,32. 11)5(5, 42. 16-21) G 5ya (e ST Gadliisle o835 calaatindl] Cauling ald (e i g o5 Lol Lealaa
(14, 163) a5 (11, 47. 6) 5
cf. Howel, Martial Book V, 100, 101.
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! Jones, Martial the client, 359.
* Sullivan, Unexpected Classic, 118.
3 Saller, personal patronage, 63.
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