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Stative and dynamic in the Egyptian ideal Triad
Ali Abdelhalim Ali
Department of Archeology, Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt.
ali.abdelhalim@art.asu.edu.eg

Abstract: The Ancient Egyptian ideal divine triad includes a husband/father,
wife/mother and male child. Thus, there are two males and only one female in this triad.
Such a phenomenon needs an interpretation. Several texts, especially from birth houses,
refer to the birth of a male child not a female one. This male child will of course hire his
father.

But this seems not to be the only reason to the desire of a male child. The current
research provides other reasons adopting Plutarch’s method in explaining the
theological Egyptian aspects as cosmological, natural and geographical representations
in addition to their harmonic relationship. Thus, the relation between female and male
members of the Egyptian ideal triad could be summarized as ‘stative and dynamic’.
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! John Gwyn Griffiths, Triads and trinity (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1996), 81.
? KO 45 (columns 4-6): Jacque de Morgan et. al., Kom Ombos, 2 vols, (Vienne 1895), 44 (no. 45);
Francois Daumas, Les mammisis des temples égyptiens, (Paris: Les Belles Lettres 1958), 307- 308;
Adolphe Gutbub, Textes fondamentaux de la théologie de Kom Ombo, BAE 47 (Cairo: IFAO press 1973),
323- 324;251-253; 255-258.
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Leitz, Chr., Lexikon der dgyptischen Gotter und Gotterbezeichnungen, (Leuven: Peeters press 2002-
2003), vol. VI, 100. (below as: Leitz, LGG).
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Leitz, LGG VI, 185.

* Dagmar Budde, "Child deities", Jacco Dieleman and Willeke Wendrich (Ed.), UCLA Encyclopedia of
Egyptology (December 2010). https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9cf2v6g3 (accessed 29/03/2020).
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! Holger Kockelmann, "Birth house (mammisi)", Willeke Wendrich (Ed.), UCLA Encyclopedia of

Egyptology (March 2011): https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8xj4k0ww (accessed 28/03/2020).

? Herman te Velde, "Some Remarks on the Structure of Egyptian Divine Triads", JE4 57 (1971): 80-86;

John Gwyn Griffiths, "Triune Conceptions of Divinity in Ancient Egypt", ZAS 100 (1973): 28 -32; id,

Triads and trinity; Laszlo Kakosy, "A Memphite triad", JEA 66 (1980): 48-53; Jos¢ das Candeias Sales,

"Divine triads of ancient Egypt". Hathor: Studies of Egyptology 1 (2012): 115-135; José¢ das Candeias

Sales, "Organizando simbolicamente o pantedo do antigo Egipto: as triades divinas". Revista Mundo

Antigo 9 (2016): 223- 240.
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> Wb V, 95, 17; Helmuth Jacobsohn, "Kamutef', Lexikon der Agyptologie (below as LA), vol. III

(Wiesbaden: Harrossowitz 1980), col. 308f; Leitz, LGG VII, 258-260.
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Plutarch, in the Britannica online https://www.britannica.com/biography/Plutarch (accessed on
20.06.2020).

2 Hermann Junker, Das Gétterdekret iiber das Abaton (Wien: A. Holder 1913), 59; Leitz, LGG 11, 700.
? Cf. Junker, Abaton, 37-45.
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Opet 90 and 91 (= http://sith.huma-num. fi/karnak/1754); Eberhard Otto, "Amun", L4 1, (Wiesbaden:
Harrossowitz 1975) col. 246.
4 Reiner Stadelmann, "Medinet Habu", L4 111, col. 1255.
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Holger Kockelmann, Der Herr der Seen, Siimpfe und Flufldufe: Untersuchungen zum Gott Sobek und
den dgyptischen Krokodilgitter-Kulten von den Anfiingen bis zur Romerzeit, 3 vols. Agyptologische
Abhandlungen 74 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2017), 208-213.
® Gardiner, Sign-List I6.
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* Kurth Sethe, Amun und die Acht Urgétter von Hermopolis (Berlin: Verlag der Akademie der
Wissenschaften 1929), 29 (45).
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