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The Magical Powers of the Spirits of the Violently Dead (fioi00dvatot)
in Egypt in the Light of Papyri Graecae Magicae

Malak Fekry Tawfik Soliman
Lecturer of Greco-Roman History, Faculty of Arts,
Benha University, Egypt
Malakfekry94@gmail.com; MALAK.SOLIMAN@fart.bu.edu.eg

Abstract: The ancient Egyptians believed in magic since the earliest times. This matter
continued in the Greek and Roman eras and even evolved new Greek elements into
society. This research deals with the magical role of the spirits of the dead who had
violently death in the light of PGM. Witches adopted the spirits of the dead people, as
well as the spirits of killed animals, to achieve various magical purposes, including
emotional purposes, sports competitions, and concealment from sight. Witches also
used the remains of dead people or animals to prepare these spirits. These remains were
a piece of the dead's clothing, part of the brain, eye, blood, bones, heart, or even all dead
fetuses.

Keywords: Spirits of the violently dead, the dead, spirits, magic, demons, magical
spells, amulets, magical tablets.
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" Hans Betz, The Greek Magical Papyri in Translation, Including the Demotic Spells (Chicago & London:
University of Chicago Press, 1986), intro., XLI.
2 PGM, 1V, 2115.
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! Rita Lucarelli, "Demons (benevolent and malevolent)", in UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology, eds.
Jacco Dieleman and Willeke Wendrich (Los Angeles: University of California, 2010), 1.

? Kasia Szpakowska, "Demons in Ancient Egypt," Religon Compass 3/5, (2009): 799-800.

? Georg Luck, Arcana Mundi: magic and the occult in the Greek and Roman worlds: a collection of
ancient texts, 2™ ed., (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006), 14.

* David Frankfurter, Religion in Roman Egypt: Assimilation and Resistance (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1998), 251.

> Jean Grenier, Anubis alexandrin et romain (Leiden: Brill, 1977), 33-34; Alan Bowman, Egypt after the
Pharaohs: 332 BC-AD 642: from Alexander to the Arab conquest (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University
of California Press, 1996), 16-17.
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' Augustine, "De cura pro mortuis gerenda", CSEL 41 (1900): 639-647; Gill Renberg, “Hadrian and the
Oracles of Antinous (SHA Hadr. 14.7); with an Appendix on the So-Called Antinoeion at Hadrian’s Villa
and Rome’s Monte Pincio Obelisk,” MAAR 55 (2010): 161.

* Renberg, "Hadrian and the Oracles": 161, 163.

PGM, 1, 1 ft.

* PGM, XII, 107-109. "Aafov aikovpov dropghavo Prod[dv]atov, m[o]micac mrtdiiov kai évypdyac
Cwbpvn 1o voketpeva kol Sv 0 el dv[epor]opnedear, koi EvOec gic 1o ctdpo toD ailovpov-".

* PGM, 11, 230-235.

® Jean Aubert, "Threatened Wombs: Aspects of Ancient Uterine Magic", GRBS 30 (1989): 437.

" Betz, The Greek Magical Papyri, 333.

“Luck, Arcana Mundi, 209-210.

? Aubert, "Threatened Wombs": 437;
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Luck, Arcana Mundi, 48-49.
* Luck, Arcana Mundi, 48-49; Mona Haggag, "Some Unpublished Wax Figures from Upper Egypt", in
Ancient Alexandria between Egypt and Greece, ed. William Harris and Giovanni Ruffini, Columbia
studies in the classical tradition 26 (Leiden & Boston: Birll, 2004), 236.
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Shenoute of Atripe: "Those Who Work Evil", in Oeuvres de Schenoudi 1, ed. Emile Amelinneau (Paris:

Leroux, 1909), 219-220; Frankfurter, Religion, 193.

3 Herbert Thompson: "Self-dedications," in Actes du V e condres international de Papyrologie (Brussels:

Fondation Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth, 1938), 498-499, (137 B C).

*Betz, The Greek Magical Papyri, 9, n. 48.

> PGM, 1, 248-255. "anok anouP anok oucirvr/ anok wewt cwrwn ouier anok Pe oucire Penta c/t tako-

avdetnor, datumv kotayddvie 1 gpfnd 1 Poppnd 1w MaxepPnd 1o Amony, § &av émrdém duiv &yw 6

detva, Onmce Emfkootl pot yévnede.".
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' PGM, 1V, 2094-2095. "é11 10010 0éAel Kai émrdecct cot 6 Gytoc Bede "Ocipic Kpfigr cpo. téhecov,
Saipov, Té £vBade yeypapupéva.

* PGM, 1V, 2095-2097."tehécavtt 8¢ cot Buciav amoddeo, Ppadivavtt 8¢ cot KOAUCEIC ETEVEYK®, Bc od
dvvocat veykeiv'.

’ Raymond, Faulkner, the Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1969), 373-
374.

* Porphyry: On Abstinence from Animal Food (De Abstinentia Animalium), Trans. by Thomas Taylor
(New York: Barnes & Noble, 1965), 2, 48.

* Lactantius, "Of the Manner in Which the Persecutors Died" in The Anti-Nicene Fathers, vol. 7: Fathers
of the Third and Fourth Centuries, edited by Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (1974), chap. 10.
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' PGM, 111, 9-10. "iepdv mve[Dp]a".

> PGM, 111, 44-54. "op]kilo ce, TOV &v 1d tome [t]ovte émn[ynpluévov daipova, koi cé, tov d[ai]uova
700 [ailov]pov mvevpotwTtod. EABE pot &v Th cfu[epov], NUéEPQ Kkal arod tic dptt dpoac Koi moincd[v pot
7]0 d€lva mpaypa.” Kowa, dca BEAsic".

* PGM, XII, 107-109. "Aadv oihovpov dlopshavo Pod[av]otov, m[o]mjcac mrtdkiov kai vypiyac
Cuopvn ta vrokeipeva kai 6v Bédeic ov[eporn]opmedeat, kai vhec gic 10 ctopa tod ailovpov-".

* PGM, XIXb, 5-18."Aywyn émi kovoc: sic topiov iepatikdv ypayac Cuopvn kai katabod [sic
Brobavartov: <€€opkilm c&> katd tod Cevoxmbo apmoyvy Kapovo opy Bw ovy TETL OVOLT TETIOMAPLY
avt Kvobev yuy oo poy vixbev kpeppe cexatbve veovpbe dxmy yo[ke] ToPoOmL Koye dvoy nOuN apt pnc
000 e, cv duvauev[o]c, To cdpa av[éyeipe kai Draye g[ic v deiva, Eoc 0[eAnen . . .".

> PGM, 111, 65-80. "Opkilm ce, t[ov] év 1 tomm t[ov]te piv dyyehov kpotatdv ko iexupdv tod (hov
to[vto]u- &yelpov p[ot] ceavtov kal [rolincov to deiva [ pdypa] Kol v i cnu[e]pov Nuépa kali €v] maen

dpa Kol NUEPY. EYEIPOV HOL CEOVTOV Ka[Td T]DV EXOpdV pov, TdV deiva, kai Tt[oi]ncov 1O deiva mpa[ypa]
(owvd)".

® Haggag, "Some Unpublished Wax", 237.
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! James Frazer, The Golden Bough,; A Study in Magic and Religion (New Y ork: the Macmillan Company,
1922), 12-37; Ari Kiev, "The Study of Folk Psychiatry," in Magic, Faith, and Healing; Studies in
Primitive Psychiatry Today, ed. by Ari Kiev (New York: Free Press of Glencoe, 1964), 12.
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Papyri (Durham: Durham University 2016), 107, n. 424, Available at Durham E-Theses Online:

http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/11454/
> PGM, 1V, 296-333.
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® PGM, 1V, 375-376.
"PGM, 1V, 335-356.
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' PGM, TV, 360-384.

> PGM, 1V, 384-385.

> PGM, 1V, 395-405.

* PGM, 1V, 1390-1414. "...ahpoic, Popopolc TéUmm Tpopd. .. £0nTod KoTadeiyove dakpuety EEey. ..
G&ate odv adTv Bacovilopévny, S1d tayovc'.
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! Daniel Ogden, "Binding spells: curse tablets and voodoo dolls in the Greek and Roman worlds", in
Witchcraft and Magic in Ancient Europe: Greece and Rome, eds Bengt, Ankarloo and Stuart, Clark
(London: the Athlone Press, 1999), 49; David Frankfurter, "The Magic of Writing and the Writing of
Magic: The Power of the Word in Egyptian and Greek Traditions", Helios 21, no. 2 (1994): 199 ft.
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PGM, 1, 13-19.
? PGM, XIXb, 4-18.
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! Richard Jordan, "A Love Charm with Verses," ZPE 72 (1988): 245-259.

2 P. Lond., V, 1713, L. 20, (569 AD). "éx okai0d movnpod daipovog nemévlapey émepPpicavrog”.

3 P. Stras., 111, 142, (391 AD), LL. 10-11. "#k tw[o]g mpogdosng m[o]vnpod [dai]povoc"; Roger Bagnall,
"Church, State and Divorce in Late Roman Egypt," in Florilegium Columbianum: Essays in Honor of
Paul Oskar Kristeller (New York, 1987): 54-55; P. Cair. Masp., 1, 67121, L. 9 (573 AD) "ék]teréoar-
vovi tovn[plod S[ai]uwvio]lg eBovicavtog"; P. Cair. Masp., 11, 67153, LL. 11-12 (568 AD) "¥k tivog
@OGvo(v) mo[vnpo[d] Saipovos"; P. Cair. Masp., 11, 67311, LL. 15-16 (569/570 AD) "ék oxa1od
novnpo(®) daiuovoc EnepPpicavt[oc]".; P. Cair. Masp., 11, 67154 R, L. 9 (527/565 AD) "éx oka1od
daipovog émpboviicavto[c]".; BGU: X1I, 2203, L. 11 (571 AD) "éx okoiod] tv[oc] daipwvog"; P. Cair.
Preis, 2, L. 12 (362 AD); P. Cair. Preis., 3, L. 11 (362 AD).

* PGM, 111, 1-3.

S PGM, 111, 17-21.
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' PGM, 111, 30-43.

2 PGM, 111, 49-53. "op]xilm ce, TV &v Td ome [t]odte émm[ynpluévov doipova, kai cé, Tov d[ai]pove Tod
[aidod]pov wvevpotwTod- AOE pot &v Tf chufepov], Nuépa kai amod thic dptt dpac kai moincd[v pot t]o
dgiva mpdypa.’ kowvd, 6co Bélec”.

3 PGM, 1V, 2211-2217. "énifve povockopdov kai Spewc yiipac, ypape 8& £ml mAaki koccttepiviy:
‘vefouvtocovaind Pev ‘epPnd IlokepPfnd kol wvove: katdetpeyov TOV dgiva Kol TOLE COV OOTD.’
katopHEeic 8¢ &mi ddpov Ok v Aerido émi Huépoac y'- glc Gv ketron, xeivoc dinuepeveet."; cf: Eleni
Pachoumi, "Resurrection of the Body in the Greek Magical Papyri," Numen 58 (2011): 733.

4 PGM, 1, 248-255."anok anouP anok oucirvr/ anok wcwt cwrwn ouier anok Pe oucire Penta c/t tako-
avéetno, daipwv katoyovie 1 eppnd 1 ©opPnd 1w Moakeppnd 1w "Aropy, 6 dav EmrdEm Ouiv &yd O
detva, 6nme &mfkool pot yévncbe".

> PGM, 1, 248-255.
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' PGM, 1V, 2015-2037. "&Eopkilm ce, vekOSaupov, Kotd Tod icyppod ko dmapartitov Hgod Kod Katdt tdv
ayiov adtod dvoudrmv, mopactadijval pot &v i épyouévn vukti, olg eixec popofy, xai ypnpoticar pot, &l
duvaroc el Emrelécon 0 dgiva Tpdypa 7o, ¥n, To, TaD.".

2 PGM, 1V, 2038-2054."5 6éherc, énita&ov, kol Tol®."

> PGM, 1V, 2076-2078.

* PGM, 1V, 2089-2095.

> PGM, TV, 2088-2099. "coi Aéym, 1@ katoybovie daipovy, T 1 odcia tiicde ([t]od[de]) coparicon &v
t1ide Tf vukti: mopevov, dmov katowkel fide (i Gcde), xai dEov adThv Tpde us Tov deiva § dd péenc
vuktoe fi 10 Téyovc. moincov 10 deiva mpdypa, St Todto Béhet kol €mtdecer col O Gyroc Bedc Ocipic
Kufjpt cpo. téhecov, daipov, Ta £vBGde yeypapuéva. teElécovtt 8¢ cot Buciav danodbcm, Ppadivavtt 8¢ cot
KoAdicele €meveyk®, de od dvvacar &veykely, kol Stotéhecdv pot 0 Seivo mpdypa, §n, Hon, Ty, ToyD.".
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' PGM, IV, 1948-1955. "8¢opau, décmota “Hhe, €mdkovedv pov 1od deive kai 86¢ pot thv koreEovciay
000V 10D - Probavdtov TvedpaTOC, OVTEP GO CKifvove KoTéxm <T0de>, IV’ Exw adTov pet épod, [tod
deiva,] Bondov koi Ekdikov, £ aic &av ypnlo Tpaypoteionc”.
> PGM, 1V, 2145 "Tpictiyoc ‘Opnfpov mépedpoc'.
s Ly
'dc eindv tdepoto dmrace pdvoyac ‘rmove’; Homer, the Iliad, trans. by Peter Green (California:
University of California Press, 2015), 10, 564.
'Gvdpac T dcroipovoc &v dpyaréoict povoicy’; Homer, Iliad, 10, 521.
'avtoi § i8pd moALOV dmevilovto Baldcey.’; Homer, lliad, 10, 572.
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Dierk Wortmann, "Das blut des Seth," ZPE 2 (1968): 227-230.
* PGM, 1V, 2219-2224. "émi 8¢ katoxov: €ic 10 Sctpakov amd Baldcenc ypape £k ToD DTOKEWEVOL

péravoc mpocforav pktdpiov Tvedvoc Kol KATAXMCELC ic AMPOVL UVijHo CEARVNC odene StapéTpou
NAdov. Ectiv 8¢ td mpocypapdueva oi ctiyol ol ™.

))m\ szuq);ud\ &Jl&ﬂ\ ‘55 R 9 5A ):ui':a\l;:\u\ L}:O
Richard Heim, "Incantamenta Magica Graeca Latina," Jahrbucher fur Classische Philologie,

Supplementband 9 (1893), section X: Versus Homerici et Vergiliani, 514-520.
% Betz, The Greek Magical Papyri, intro., XLVI.
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Betz, the Greek Magical Papyri, 18.
5o J<al 1 ol leelass oW aledY O Ly Gy s (s IS8 sy o AL 3lpesl 8 JaaDls

Jsia adains al ) Aailedl g0l gl a5 g alily agy Lae (ol (o9 40 Aaliy chginl) gl 2
Gy slall JLeSin) 3 Lie Baey Layy ()il 550 duall 1 5)aY) s LS J8 laawa o AV Al

" Origen, Contra Celsum, trans. with an introduction and notes by Henry Chadwick (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1953), I, 68, 62—63.

() & Jss )
3 PGM, 11, 47-53.
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' PGM, 11, 145-146.
* Ljuba Bortolani, Magical hymns from Roman Egypt: a study of Greek and Egyptian traditions of
divinity (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2016), 59.
bl e ipall plaf e gl U 3 ey

Luke, Aaron, Ralph, Recipes for Love, 87.
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* PGM, 1, 315-321. "kMilw cg, OV odpavod fyepovija kai yaine, xdeoc e koi *Aidoc, EvOa VELOVTOL...
néuyov daipove todtov dudic iepoaic émaodaic vuktoe élavvouevov mpoctdypacty cfic VT avayknc,
ovTEp Gmd cKvove EcTi TOdE, Kol PpacTo pot, Scca BEL® yvoduncty, dAndeinv katodéEac,".
> PGM, TV, 1935, 1948-1955. "gmucaiobuai ce, kople “Hhg,... déopar, décmota "Hhig, éndrovedv pov
10D Seiva kai S6¢ pot v kateéovciay TovTov Tod * ProdaviTov TVEDHOTOC, ODTEP UM CKNVOLC KATEYM
<168e>, Iv° Exo avTov pet’ &uod, [tod Seiva,] Pondov kol Exducov, £ aic v yprilo mpoypateione.”
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' PGM, TV, 1963-1979. "\l ce, TV odpavod fyepovija yaine te xdede te koi *Aidoc, £va vépovton
daipovec avBponwv, ol mpiv pdoc gicopdmwviec. Kol viv 1 ce Mtalopo, paxap, dedite, décmota kdcpov:
v yainc kevbudva poAnc vexkvwv T €ml ydpov, TEuov daipove todtov dmwe pecdtoicty €v dpaic
VUKTOC EAEVCOLEVOV TTPOCTAYLACL COic, DT’ dvéykme, odmep amd (keofic) ckivove katéym t0ds <mvra
pot EkteAécn™> Kal epaciT® pot, @ dgiva, dco B A yvodpoicty, aAndein kataréén npaic, petkiyioc und’
avtio pot @povéotto. undé cb unvicne €n’ époic epaicy Enmoaic, dAla OAaEov Grav dépac dptiov gic
@boc EAOgTv. kol pot unvuchto O dgiva T ti fj 6Bev, N Svvazon pot vV gic Hrnpeciav, kol Tov ypdvov, 8v
mopedpevetl."; cf: Pachoumi, "Resurrection of the Body": 732.

> PGM, 1V, 1996-1997.

* PGM, 1, 248-255.

* PGM, 1V, 1885-1886.

* PGM, 1V, 2880-2889.

® PGM, 1V, 2575-2579; PGM: 1V, 2642-2547.

7 PGM, 1V, 2575-2579.
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' Aubert, "Threatened Wombs": 435-436.
*P. Mich, V1, 423. (197 A. D.); cf.: David Frankfurter, "Fetus Magic and Sorcery Fears in Roman Egypt",
GRBS 46 (2006): 37-62; cf: Ari Bryen and Andrzej, Wypustek, "Gemellus’ Evil Eyes (P. Mich. VI 423—
424)," GRBS 49 (2009): 235-255.
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Manfred Cassirer, "Two Amulets of Cats", JEA 44 (1958): 117-118.
* PGM, 111, 1-55.
* PGM, 1V, 2100-2105.
8 PGM, 1V, 2575-2579; PGM: 1V, 2642-2547.
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ANF Ante-Nicene Fathers
GRBS Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies.
JEA The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.
MAAR Memoirs of the American Academy in Rome
ZPE Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik.
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