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Complaints of the Obligors in Egypt during the Ptolemaic Era

Ahmed Mahrous Ismail
Lecturer of Greaco-Roman History, Faculty of Arts - Fayoum University, Egypt
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Abstract: The Ptolemaic kings adopted the principle of monopoly in many economic
transactions, and sold many goods to obligors in public auctions for the highest price,
However, these obligors were subjected to some attacks by the population, Therefore,
they submitted complaints to government officials to recover their rights. This study
deals with the complaints of the adherents during the Ptolemaic era, in terms of form,
and the areas covered by these complaints such as oil, beer, tax collection, hunting wild
birds, selling royal paper, leather, linen, clothing trade, and meat trade. The study then
deals with the state's position to these complaints, whether through the enactment of
laws or the identification of officials specialized in receiving and deciding on
complaints, and the penalties imposed on the aggressors. Finally, it also handles the
social and the economic dimensions of these complaints, and the effects they reflect on
the state and the individuals.
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*P. Tebt. I,39(114 B.C.).

yva



YOA —YYA (Yo¥Y) YA aladl ¢ paa puad e Arala Y S ((BCPS) dadl ciludall 3850 ddaa

a3 (23 Y b YA) i el e e galall sty cAialall oda (e el AD aays
el Aai L G A Aaaldll Leal) G Gudie ) 560 a3 Cum QAT oltieY g psallgl
L B G AP padd B (e caaliill dibie GapnsSHS 8 4 o)l mapomoréo SeE e
(Petesouchos) (wsasuin Jrie ) Caill Capgls a8 )5 caand Cayny ¥ Kerkesephis Guies S
ol A Gy O 3 (Thaesis) Gusl (e IS ) dnam a5t OS5 cokuTelg ALY S aslall oL
dan Gupsasllol 38T Byl 03 g ARl udh Sy alily sa 35Y) R Jemy AT it (el
L Al 3 Ledie dsag aany clld Slae ApyrdoAonctIng ddayill as) Oy (il (s sslld
Gisl) (Sly S Ipang pedl e sl o cousiipnin Jie () Alliys Gugysasllsd anily cialall 12
gl oY) Gl g ¢ sdpuiinn dualad) AleY) ogla 8 sla Lol 1888 Cinll aeyy cciidl el
Gl o gy - Uig s Gl e Bsedy 5all o3 45lud Guysagllsd Sk o (el g cagsell
Sl o3 ad) Cua Al 5o sy ugysaslled Gsia e plall (BBl oda el Al Gudia of A3l
@88 gl (oule T) el Jed e Ddie mbll (B elld IS (alYL SW alS) Guss
S Aty @pll el FS Gasdl e e il el o ae dail ol D Gagysasllsd
Gaiaill sl alal alielimsy cudll Cige prase g ccngall Gl IS pany ¢l Gusillsd
S pna

Gl OS¢ psasllal WSy (1 Al Baa Gudie Leadi) ) clea)y colidasll s 8 el
Ouilil ] axe aadacal a3l Guld 8 )5 LS G a3kl (e aiall ehal) o S o lueY) b
@ nn Loy Gusthail) gl GesesisSY) Ay Gladaal s S ebaY) OIS Ly ddaydll JS55
R PRSI

oy calad) i B Gudia ) &G (6588 Jul L glepud canll 138 die (g peagllpl (golSa il o
el Gl G @lldg e Aupall pans Cul) ad o)\Sia) N Aagi and 8 e Sl maal 4l
o2 b capyalls Sl Sl e JSG Kk gaAl Cuyy KOAMTTIKOG <oyl Cupll (s Gl
L) eopitladl 55Kl 8 alinall ailud aaa 2any al 43 LS caipny Uagia dany ol (g peallad o (o580
oAl ol 1 g a0l gl Jal el cllee 85 G gl Glapad A ol @l Al e
& pa3en (lad (slginall Jay o o588 e 21 Gugysaslled o o sl 8 el N Ja1s GaY)
Sl ad o)\Sial ki Ay (o) aduall ] (gl s alie) (s ysaslsl OF Al ¢Cpmpall A pea
G oale dgpal peay cull aw A5 Ga o Gegpsisllel 48 dean 3 Nl Al Jd
MY s V) et (8 e DSU) g Dl bl G pudie ) Aady (5688 a0 i S
Ouss A D Gudie ady Cua g ysaslled S ale Dles s copsind JSLE G (Y el bee (o3

1p. Tebt. I, 38, IL. 10-28(113 B.C.).
2P, Tebt. 1, 38, Il. 1-9.
$P. Tebt. IV, 1094 = P. Tebt. I, 125 descr. (113 B.C.).

Yyv



allad) jeanll PA jias b opeild) g5lS0 (Jeelan) Gugaa daal

(LAl Nagr (s8] a3 B Gugysagllad o Sl e sty A (8 Gl el Joa (Sl sl
susla on (Marres) uple ey padd e GRS Gupss LS5 Ball 038 dne Gudia Jul Cus
B Dusss ousdsllal ang 5 (il ety oS8 8 degdl B ugysaslll o manall (e ((SaMOyS)
Joall daly @)l 4 slaes  (neomiv &hafov) <yl Al (MixvOov dotpakiviy) dgia
acall 5ol 138 (e gdays DAL B eV g Gaple ale Laties ¢(kaTokekpuppEVTY &V KOTPOL)
asll a8 S il ) sl (5588 ady Cum cugpsasllad ) s Gudiie desy 531 )
D Hilas (A dliall SlebaY) Gy o8 Gudie o il e sy LS ol e e Gl sag
o el andy L Guple e el ol & o & Y g A8 333l il B Ay

S sl el

St aaa€ Lee cll asile e elieVly cull Cane Gililee 35S ) AL $ls Y] el
Nl @llia culS Lagys canly ale 8 e o)l oluie D aaly 4y 8 aals afile (mped Cua danls 3l
p e Jy ok W)lSia) 3a e a3l deas ) dxludl e elue W) s oS5 Al ) Jua ol g AT
oo Gl 8 o) @bl of o Wils aildl (asa Baadly LS aye (g0 ST olaie D tag s biads
Cndy ) Glsiall pany ) B )L e at )l ey eliied amie Lae Jliall daly Capgall gl
(el 138 e paiall aild) ade Juan A gl miag ol Ll V) aedlSias S cppgall e
b s LS Gl Gllins 3p0bian b OIS Ly oS5 cagile il J Cptieall alaes g8 ae Lala
arldl Bgis adys e aie (B cgal) GlSlias s Aled o pildl G o Sls Al g
Al o) V) Gueiilall Gsas o Nsie) Gl Gl (apee 0o S sp e a8l ey (sl haas LS
S ol (g s Al Ll (B e oW e Gl i) ol ) s g AT il

CilSy ealhad) peanll PlA cpainds ¢ Goedll peand) Yo jan b daall delia copiil tdaal) -GG
Al Cjland deall Cimiady lall jean ik G Gupaall oslll QLAY et ¢ pedll e a0
¢ usasi ) Cilpd) iad Ay IS (8 RS sk Ol Lo inges clelat gt lia cuSial il
Olaine gan oo ORI (R 8 Cpaiilall (s o Cleluie AV g dxal) lSia) (a e Sy

1 P. Hoogendijk. 17 = P. Tebt. I, 157 descr.(113 B.C.).
2 P. Hoogendijk. 17, 11. 8-11.

* P. Hibeh. 1, 59(245 B.C.); P. Sorbonne inv. 391 = Marcel Hombert, "Quelques papyrus des collections
de Gand et de Paris", RBPH 4(1924): 652-656.

okl alladll juanll NS L3 jlad s dxall delual Al gal) jl<ial e ¢

Heichelheim, "Monopole": 170 ff.; Préaux, L économie royale des Lagides, 152-158.; Rostovtzeff,
The Social and Economic History, 308-309; Taubenschlag, The Law of Greco Roman Egypt, 667-
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> Preaux, |I' Economie Royal des Lagides, 229-230.
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2 Bauschatz,"Three Duke Petitions", 190.
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! Lada, "Enteuxis Concerning Illegal Sale of Cedria": 81-91.

2 SB. X, 10260 = P. Hib. I, 133 descr.(240 B.C.);P. Mich. X1, 778(193/192 B.C.); P. Mich. XI1, 779(192
B.C.).

3 p.Phrur. Diosk. 5(146 B.C.).

4P, Tebt. I, 38; 39; 1V, 1094; P. Hoogendijk. 17(all 114/113 B.C.).

5P. Giss. Univ. I, 2(2™ cent. B.C.).

®p. Tebt. I, 38; 39; 1V, 1094; P. Hoogendijk. 17(all 114/113 B.C.).

"P. Tebt. I,39(114 B.C.).

8p. Rev. Laws. col. 55, Il. 7 —col. 56, I. 13.
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! Farah, "Oi mopd tod oikovopov in Ptolemaic Egypt": 101.

2P, Tebt. 1,38 (113 B.C.).

*P. Hoogendijk. 17 (113 B.C.).

*P. Hoogendijk. 17 (113 B.C.).

5 P.Hib. I, 59 (245 B.C.).
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1 SB. XVI, 12671(236 or 211 B.C.) = Hermann Harrauer and Klaas Worp, "Mord und Schmuggel in
Oxyrhyncha", ZPE 40(1980): 139-142.

2BGU. VI, 1252, Il. 34-35(2™ cent. B.C.).

* P. Hib. I, 59(245 B.C.); P. Sorbonne inv. 391, Il. 15-21(3" cent. B.C.) = Hombert, "Quelques papyrus
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“BGU. VI, 1252, 11.35-36(2™ cent. B.C.).
5P. Mich. XII, 779, 1. 17(192 B.C.).
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