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Civilizational Transformations in Tell Awlad Dawood in the Nile Delta
until the End of the Old Kingdom

Ahmed Said Nassef Ehab Gamil Abd El-Krim
Faculty of Arts Faculty of Arts
Department of History and Archeology Department of History and Archeology
Benha University, Egypt Benha University, Egypt
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Abstract: It is difficult to provide an accurate description of the social relations and
the cultural aspects of prehistoric societies before the emergence of the first unified
state in Egypt, namely the Nile Delta societies, for many reasons. One reason is the
scarcity of written material. Another reason is the lack of material remains left by
these societies. In this research paper, we will try to focus on the civilizational
features of the social and the economic structures at Tell Awlad Dawood, one of the
archaeological sites in Sharqia Governorate since prehistoric times. This study aims at
unveiling the aspects of the subject and coming up with historical conclusions. by
publishing the results of the scientific excavations that took place in the Tell, It
attempts to save Tell Awlad Dawood and to show the results of its excavations in a
historical and a civilized context after the Tell has disappeared. The significance of
this study is its being a comparative study of similar monuments from the region to
date. Further, it sheds light on its scientific material that has not yet been discovered
in the disappearing place.

Keywords: Tell Awlad Dawood, Sharqiya Province, East Delta, Pottery, Lithic
Assemblage, Burial Customs, Civilizational Transformations
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! Karla Kroeper and DietrichWildung, Minshat Abu Omar I, Ein vor- und friihgeschichtlicher Friedhof
im Nildelta, Griber 1-114 (Mainz: Verlag Philipp von Zabern, 1994), 50.

2 Mohamed Bakr, Excavations of Kufur Nigm, in Berger, C., Clerc, G., Grimal, N. (eds.), Hommages a
Jean Leclant 4 (Le Caire: Museums in the Nile Delta, 1994): 13.
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* Fekri Hassan, "Social dynamics at the late predynastic to Early Dynastic site of Kafr Hassan
Dawood", AN 13 (2003): 40.

> Karla Kroeper, Minshat Abu Omar, Aspects of the analysis of a cemetery, in: S. Hendrickx, R.F.
Friedman, K.M. Ciatowicz & M. Chtodnicki (eds.), Egypt at its Origins, Studies in Memory of Barbara
Adams, Proceedings of the International Conference “Origin of the State, Predynastic and Early
Dynastic Egypt”, Krakow, 28th August—1st September 2002, OLA 138 (Leuven, 2004): 859-880.
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Stan Hendrickx, and Edwin van den Brink, Inventory of Predynastic and Early Dynastic cemetery and
settlement sites in the Egyptian Nile Valley. In Egypt and the Levant: Interrelations from the 4th
through the early 3rd millennium BCE, ed. Edwin van den Brink, and Thomas Levy (London and New
York: Leicester University Press, 2002), 346-399. ; Joan Payne, "Tomb 100: The decorated tomb at
Hierakonpolis confirmed", JEA 59 (1973): 31-35. ; Joanne Rowland, Death and the origins of Egypt:
Mortuary variability as an indicator of socio-political change during the Late Predynastic to Early
Dpynastic Period. In Proceedings of the Ninth International Congress of Egyptologists, Grenoble, 6 - 12
September 2004, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 150, ed. Jean-Claude Goyon, and Christine Cardin
(Leuven: Peeters, 2007), 1629-1643. ; Joanne Rowland, The application of mortuary data to the
problem of social transformation in the Delta from the terminal Predynastic to the Early Dynastic
Period. In Egypt at its origins 1: Proceedings of the international conference "Origin of the State,
Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt," Krakow, 28th August - 1st September 2002, Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta 138, ed. Stan Hendrickx, Renée Friedman, Krzysztof Cialowicz, and Marek
Chlodnicki (Leuven: Peeters, 2004), 991-1007.
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" Parsche, F., "Palaodemographische und Kulturhistorische, Untersuchungen an Skelettfunden der vor-
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* Kroeper, and Wildung, “Minshat Abu Omar I”, 28. ; Van den Brink, “late Predynastic-Early Dynastic
settlement site”, 71.
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! Gaélle Bréand, The corpus of pre-firing potmarks from Adaima (Upper Egypt), in: British Museum
studies in Ancient Egypt and Sudan 13 (2009): 52.

? Bernard Mathieu, “Travaux de I’Institut francais d’archeologie orientale en 2000-20001”, BIFAO 101
(2001): 467-472.

® Fernand Debono and Bodil Mortensen, “El Omari: A Neolithic settlement and other sites in the
vicinity of Wadi Hof, Helwan”, in: ArchVer 82 (Mayence, 1990): 67-77.

* Renata Abtamowicz, Animal remains, in: M. Chtodnicki, K.M. Ciatowicz & A. Maczynska (eds.),
Tell el-Farkha I. Excavations 1998-2011 (Poznan—Krakow, 2012): 409-424.
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7 Bettina Bader, Processing and Analysis of Ceramic Finds at the Egyptian Site of Tell el Dab‘a/Avaris
(“Eves” and Other Strange Animals), In: Analysing Pottery Processing — Classification — Publication
edited by Barbara Horejs — Reinhard Jung — Peter Pavik (Bratislava: Slovak Archaeological and
Historical Institute — SAHI, 2010), 213, Fig.3.
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! Reisner, “Giza Necropolis II”, 70.

? Tbrahim Rizkana and Jirgen Seeher, Maadi IV: The Predynastic Cemeteries of Maadi and Wadi
Digla (Mainz am Rhein: Philipp von Zabern, 1990), 25.

? Hans-Ake Nordstrom, and Janine Bourriau, Ceramic technology: clays and fabrics, in: D. Arnold &
J.D. Bourriau (eds.), An Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Pottery (Mainz am Rhein: Von Zabern
1993), 171-173.

* Ibrahim Rizkana and Jiirgen Seeher, Maadi I, the Pottery of the Predynastic Settlement (Mainz,
1987): 23-24. ; Sava Tutundzi¢, "Painted Pottery at Maadi and the Ghassulian Tradition", JSAS 18
(2002): 63-86.

> Paul Nicholson, Egyptian Glass and Fiancé (London, Shire, 1993), 37.

® Flinders Petrie, Shabties (London: British School of Egyptian Archaeology University College,
Gower St. W.C. 1, 1935), Pls, XI — XII.
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¥ Anna Wodzinska, 4 Manual of Egyptian Pottery, Volume 2, Ancient Egypt Research Associates
(Boston: Ancient Egypt Research Associates, 2009), 56.

’ Mariusz Jucha, Tell el-Farkha II. The Pottery of the Predynastic Settlement (Phases 2 to 5). (Krakow,
Poznan: Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University, Krakow and Archaeological Museum,
Poznan, 2005), 152, P1.74.
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