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Dry land "yépoog yii" between causes and advantages in Egypt
during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras
""Documentary study**
Anan Ayman Ibrahim Ahmed Elessawy
Lecturer of Greek and Roman history at the Faculty of Arts, Suez Canal, Ismailia, Egypt
ananelessawy@art.suez.edu.eg

Abstract: This study centered entirely on Greek papyri dating back to the Ptolemaic
and Roman eras in Egypt in order to gain some information about the circumstances
surrounding one type of land, namely "dry land". It attempted to define the various
aspects of this type of land and the factors that led to its drying out, thus illuminating
the most important features of this land and how to gain benefits from it. Moreover, it
highlights its relationship to the prevailing rental values and the tax exemption imposed
on other types of land in that period.

Keywords: types of land - dry land - water shortages - rent - taxes - the Ptolemaic and
Roman eras.
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Michael Rostovtzeff, A large Estate in Egypt in the Third Century B.C., University of Wisconsin,
(Madison: Studies in The Social Sciences and History, 1922), 94.
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* W. L.Westermann, “The Dry Land in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt”, Classicsl. Philolophy 17, (1922):
21
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P. Tebt. I. 24, 1. 31 (Tebtynis; 117 BC), P. Flor. I11. 331, 1. 25 (Apollonopolite Heptakomias; 11 AD).

*P. Lond. VII. 2043 (Philadelphia; Il BC), P. Tebt. I11.2.971 (Tebtynis; Il BC), BGU. VI. 1221
(Hermopolite; I BC), CPR. XV.40 (Gynaikon Nesos; Il AD), P. Leipz. XIlIr (Memphis; 11 AD);
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J.G.Manning, Land and Power in Ptolemaic Egypt: The Structure of Land Tenure 332-30 BC,
(Cambridge: The Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge, 2003).

® Rostovtzeff, M, Social and Economic History of the Hellinistic World, 3vols, (Oxford: Clarendon, 194),
276.

" Westermann, “The Dry Land”, 21.
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! Danielle Bonneau, “Danielle La sécheresse en Egypte ancienne et ses conséquences institutionnelles (La
terre yépoog et la terre &Bpoxoc)”, in: Grund und Boden in Altdgypten. Akten des internationalen
Symposions, Tibingen 18.-20. Juni 1990 = Untersuchungen zum Rechtsleben im alten Agypten. 2
(TUbingen: 1994): 18.

2P, Col. VII. 124 (Karanis; AD 298-302).

% P. Lond. VII. 2043 (Philadelphia; 11l BC), P.Tebt.111.2.971 (Tebtynis; 1l BC), BGU. VI. 1221
(Hermopolite; 11 BC), CPR.XV. 40 (Gynaikon Nesos; Il AD), P. Leipz. XIII r. (Memphis; 11 AD).

*P. Tebt. 1. 61b, Col. 8, 1.226 (Tebtynis; 118/117 BC).
% SB. 6. 9302, Il. 2-5 (Apollonopolis; 111 BC); Westermann, Westermann, “The Dry Land”, 22.
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! Larry.W, Mays, Ancient Water Technologies, (Heidelberg London New York: Springer Netherlands,
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! Westermann, “The Dry Land”, 25.

2 Michael, Schnebel, Die Landwirtschaft im Hellenisticschen Agypten, (Miinch: C. H.Beck’sche
Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1925), 10.

¥ Wilcken, Ulrich und Mitteis, Ludwig und, Grundziige und Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde,
(Grundziige: Ersterband.Historischer Teil.Erste Haifte, 1912), 273.

* Schnebel, Die Landwirtschaft,10.
® Rostowzew, A Large Estate in Egypt, 136.
6 Westermann, “The Dry Land”, 10, 27.
! Westermann, “The Dry Land”, 25.
® Schnebel, Die Landwirtschaft, 9.
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1P. Col.VII.124, Col. 1, Il. 16, 20, Col. 2, II. 24, 29, 38 (Karanis; AD 298-302).
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Bagnall, Roger S., Cowey, James, Depauw, Mark, Sosin, Joshua D., Wilfong, Terry G.,
and Worp, Klaas A., Checklist of Greek, Latin, Demotic and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca and
Tablets, http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/papyrus/texts/clist.ntml,11- September, 2008.

BGU =WILCKEN, U AND SCHUBART, W, & OTHERS, Aegyptische
Urkunden aus den Koniglichen staatlichen Museum zu Berlin,
Griechische urkunden. Berlin,15 vols.1895- 1983; I, 1895; Il,
1898;111, 1903; 1V, 1912; VI, Schubart, W and Kiihn,E., Papyri und
Ostraka der Ptolemaerzeit, 1922; XIV, Brashear, W.M.,
Ptolemdische Urkunden aus Mumienkartonage, 1981.

CPR = Wessely, C., Griechische Texte I, Rechtsurkunden, 1985; Messeri
Savorelli, G., Griechische Texte XI, Papiri greci di Socnopaiu Nesos
e dell'Arsinoites, Vol. XV, 1990.

P.AdI =Adler, E. N, Tait, J.G., Heichelheim, F.M., Demotic texts ed. F.LlI.
Griffith. Oxford, 1939.

P.Amh.II = Grenfell, B.P. and Hunt, A.S., The Amherst Papyri, Being an
Account of the Greek Papyri in the Collection of the Right Hon.
Lord Amherst of Hackney, London; Vol.ll, Classical Fragments and
Documents of the Ptolemaic, Roman and Byzantine Periods. 1901.

P.Berl.Leihg = Berliner Leihgabe griechischer Papyri; Kalén, T and the Greek
Seminar at Uppsala. Uppsala, Vol. I, 1932; Tomsin, A., aus dem
Nachlass T. Kaléns, Uppsala, Vol. 1, 1977.

P.Cair.lIsid = Boak,A.E.R, and Youtie,H.C., The Archive of Aurelius Isidorus
in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo, and the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, 1960.

P.Col =Columbia Papyri, Bagnall,R.S and Lewis, N., Fourth Century
Documents from Karanis, Missoula,Vol.VII, 1979; Bagnall, R.S,
Renner, T.T. and Worp, K.A., Columbia Papyri VIII, Vol.VIII,
Atlanta, 1990.

P.Flor = Vitelli, G., Documenti e testi letterari dell'eta romana e bizantina,
I11 vols, Vol.3, 1915; I; Documenti pubblici e privati dell'eta romana
e bizantina, 1906; I1l, Documenti e testi letterari dell'etd romana e

bizantina, 1915.

P.Hamb = Meyer, P.M., Griechische Papyrusurkunden der Hamburger
Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek, Vol. I, Leipzig-Berlin 1911—
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P.Leipz

P.Lond

P.Marm.

P.Mich

P.Miinch

P.Oslo

P.Oxy

P.Panop.Beatty

P.Petr

P.Ross.Georg

P.Ryl

P.Sakaon

P.Stras.

1924,

= Wessely, C., Die griechischen Papyri der Leipziger
Universitatsbibliothek, Leipzig, 1885.

= Kenyon, F.G., Greek Papyri in the British Museum, London, 7
vols, Vol.l1l, 1898; 111,1907; Crum,W.E., The Aphrodito Papyri, ed.
H.l. Bell, with appendix of Coptic papyri, Vol. 1V, 1910;
Skeat,T.C., The Zenon Archive, Vol.VII, 1974.

= Norsa, M., and Vitelli, G., Il papiro vaticano greco 11, Vatican
City, 1931.

= Michigan Papyri; Husselman, E.M, Boak, A.E.R and Edgerton,
W.F., Papyri from Tebtunis, Part 11,19 VOLS, VOL.V, 1944;
Browne, G.M., Michigan Papyri XII, Toronto, 1975.

= Die Papyri der Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek Miinchen; Hagedorn,
D., Hibner, R. and Shelton, J.C., Griechische Urkundenpapyri der
Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek Minchen, Part I, 3.VOLS, VOL.III,
Stuttgart 1986.

= Eitrem,S and Amundsen, L., Papyri Osloenses, 3.Vols, Vol.lll,
Oslo,1936.

= Grenfell, B.Fand A.S. Hunt, The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Published
by the Egypt Exploration Society in Graeco-Roman Memoirs,
Vol.6, London, 1908; XII, 1916; Browne and others, XXXVIII,
1971.

= Papyri from Panopolis in the Chester Beatty Library Dublin,;
Skeat,T.C., Dublin,1964.

= Mahaffy, J.P., The Flinders Petrie Papyri, 3.Vols; Dublin;
11.1891; 111, 1893.

= Papyri russischer und georgischer Sammlungen; Kriger, O.,
Ptolemaische und friihrémische Texte, VVol.ll, Tiflis, 1929.

= Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri in the John Rylands
Library; Johnson, M, Martin, V. and Hunt, A.S., Documents of the
Ptolemaic and Roman Periods, 4.Vols, Vol.Il, Manchester, 1915.

= Paréssoglou, G.M., The Archive of Aurelius Sakaon: Papers of
an Egyptian Farmer in the last Century of Theadelphia, Bonn,
1978.

= Preisigke, F., Griechische Papyrus der Kaiserlichen Universitéts-
und Landes-bibliothek zu Strassburg, 9.Vols, Vol.VII, 1976-1979;
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V111, 1980-1985.

P.Tebt = GRENFELL, B.P & HUNT, A.S& OTHERS., The Tebtunis Papyri,
London, 5 vols, 1902-1976,Vol.111,1933; 1,1902; 11,1907; 111,1933.

P.Thmouis = Kambitsis, S., Le Papyrus Thmouis 1, colonnes 68—160, Paris,
1985.

SB = PREISIGKE, F., & OTHERS, Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden

aus Aegypten. Strassburg-Berlin and Wiesbaden, 26 vols, 1913-
2006; Vol.V, Heidelberg and Wiesbaden, 1934; VI, Wiesbaden
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