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Amphorae and Trade from the New Kingdom to the Greek Roman Period
Noha Shoukry Khedr
Archaeologist Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Cairo, Egypt
noha.mohamed@arch.asu.edu.eg; nskhedr69@gmail.com
Abstract: Pottery vessels (Amphorae) used to transport and store goods represent a unique
source of information about the circulation of goods from the Levant to Egypt. During the
New Kingdom, the Canaanite jar has been depicted on several wall reliefs of the fifteenth
and fourteenth centuries BC, furnishing some of the earliest pictorial evidence for the
shipment of amphorae, there are much archaeological evidence indicating such relation
between the amphora as storage jars and the maritime trade. One of these pieces of
evidence came from the tomb of “Qn Amun” dating back to the 18th dynasty, which
depicts unloading the cargo of ships docking in an Egyptian port, and some canaanite
sailors transporting pots from ships. Amphorae were used for transporting a wide variety of
commodities, but the majority were containers for olive oil, wine, fish sauces, and other
substances that were of comparatively little account. While grain was undoubtedly the most
important foodstuff in the Roman economy. Olive oil was regarded as an ‘absolute
necessity’, The external shape of the amphora also allows to control the components of the
pot. All these reasons led to consider amphorae one of the most important tools that are
used in maritime transportation.
Keywords: Amphora — Goods - Canaanite sailors.
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" Laurent Bavay, “Canaanite Jars and Jar Sealings from Deir el-Medina: Scattered Evidence of Egypt’s
Economic Relations with the Levant during the New Kingdom,” in Policies of Exchange, Political Systems
and Modes of Interaction in the Aegean and the Near East in the 2" Millennium B.C.E. Proceedings of the
International Symposium at the University of Freiburg Institute for Archaeological Studies, 30" May — 2"
June 2012, eds., Birgitta Eder, et al, (Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences Press, 2015), 129.

* David Peacock, Amphorae and the Roman economy, an introductory guide (London and New York:
Longman, 1991), 2.
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 Mary Ownby, “Canaanite jars from Memphis as Evidence for Trade and Political Relationships in the
Middle Bronze Age” (PhD diss., Wolfson College, Department of Archaeology, University of Cambridge,
Cambridge, United Kingdom, 2010), 52.
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11/1/2024).
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* Margaret Serpico, et al, “Commodities and Containers: A Project to study Canaanite amphorae imported
into Egypt during the new kingdom,” in the synchronisation of civilizations in the Eastern Mediterranean in
the Second Millennium B.C. II, Proceedings of the SCIEM 2000 — Euro Conference, Haindorf 2 of May — 7"
of May, 2001, ed., Manfred BietK, (Wien: Osterreichischen Akademie Der Wissenschaften, 2003), 365-366.

? David Aston, “A Taste of Honey: mnt- and mdqt- Vessels in the Late Eighteenth Dynasty,” in Egyptian
Stories A British Egyptological Tribute to Alan B. L1oyd on the Occasion of His Retirement, Alter Orient und
Altes Testament, Band 347, eds., Thomas Schneider, et al, (Ugarit- Verlag Miinster, 2007), 20.

* Hayah Katz, “The ship from Uluburun and the ship from Tyre: An International Trade Network in the
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Dieter Vieweger, Harrassowitz Verlag 124, no. 2 (2008):128.
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Archaeology 92 (1988): 1,5,10.
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Mediterranean, ed., Noel Gale, (Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology, v. 90, 1991), 69-71.
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the amphorae of the Filicudi F and Secca di Capistello wrecks (Aeolian Islands, Sicily),” in
Roman Amphora Contents Reflecting on the Maritim Trade of Foodstuffs in Antiquity, in
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Antique Mediterranean Pottery 17, (Oxford: Archaeopress 2021, 143).
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