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An Artistic Archaeological Study of The Abu Mina Church in
Mariout in light of The Description of the Historian Abu Ubaid Al-
Bakri

Heba Naiem Samy Gayd
Faculty of Arts - Alexandria University
h.samy@alexu.edu.eg

Abstract: The research deals with the analysis of the Arab traveler Abu Ubaid al-
Bakri’s description of the archaeological church of Abu Mina in Mariout, which was
mentioned in the book Mughrib fi Dhikr Bilad Afriqiyah wa-al-Maghrib which is part of
the book “Al-Masalik wa-al-mamalik” written by al-Bakri in 467AH /1075 AD. With
an attempt to clarify the extent to which Al-Bakri was accurate in his description of the
details of the church, by comparing his writings with the descriptions of historians such
as Abu Al-Makarem, and archaeologists, especially Kaufmann, the discoverer of the
Abu mena region, who depended on Al-Bakri’s writings to reach the region; In addition
to comparison with other Coptic archaeological models to clarify whether the
archaeological description provided by Al-Bakri of the church was common in Christian
churches of that period? And Can we be certain that his description is correct, or are
there some exaggerations in his words?

Keywords: Abu Ubaid Al-Bakri, Abu Mina, Mariout, Church, Kaufmann.
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https://st-takla.org/Coptic-Faith-Creed-Dogma/Coptic-Rite-n-Ritual-Taks-Al-Kanisa/Dictionary-of-
Coptic-Ritual-Terms/7-Coptic-Terminology Kaf-Kaaf-Laam/Kandeel Lamp.html access date 22- 11-
2023.

® Kaufmann, Die Menasstadt und das Nationalheiligtum der Altchristlichen, 45.

AN



A aue ol #ysall Ciag s a8 dagipar Line ool Jeni€l A 450 Ay cdua el a4y
E ) 19 o9 (A ag)al » D Anl)d (A (Al ot

Y Jaidie rlias Lise il 8 38 aas 45l 'Perking  5im Wad oS3 LS ilad (oamyall 43 (psiay
o by Sael Ll ) oS N ¢ty o luad) 138 <) e 0538k ) sens Hless S il
A U IEN PO
cra dag sall Jinds salpa (o oS Liae Gul o (1 (T 8ypa) dplaadl jpeall (ans dllia
gl 138 o () skl el (8 lan zlias 4e sedis Lagite el 138 Clis cculia it sley
T Bles S o my sA) o L) 4l Une Gl 8 Jia

(T 2asa)
gl salsn Jiads GuliS Lise Guasl g
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! John Bryan Ward Perkins, "The Shrine of St. Menas in the Maryit", Papers of the British School at
Rome, Vol. 17 (1949): 32.
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Elizabeth Bolman, Monastic Visions: Wall Painting in the Monastery of St. Antony at the Red Sea (New
Haven, CT: American Research Center in Egypt/Yale University Press, 2002), 42.
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Gabra & Krauss, The Treasures of Coptic Art, 58.
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Walter Ewing Crum, Coptic Monuments. Cat. gén. nos. 8001-8741 (Cairo, 1902), 141; John Beckwith,
Coptic Sculpture 300 — 1300 (London: Alec Tiranti, 1963), 26; Ibrahim Kamel, &Girgis Daoud Girgis,
Coptic Funerary Stelae, Catalogue Général des Antiquités du Musée Copte, No. 1-253 (Cairo, 1987), 74 ;
Dominique Benzeth , L' Art copte en Egypte, 2000 ans de christianisne (Institut du monde arabe &
=QGallimard , 2000), 127; Laszl6é Torok, After The Pharaohs, Treasures of Coptic Art from Egyptian
=Collections (Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, 18 March - 18 May, 2005), 179; Gawdat Gabra, &
Marianne Eaton Krauss, Coptic Museum and Churches of Old Cairo (The American University in Cairo
Press, Cairo & New York, 2007), 58.
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Oplaal) e oday aikh hasd) 8550 Laghle i) oa Clan 5900 L 158 3 diomy (550 e
o Al gl 5 a3 S (haa (ool B350 L) JUiy Aasiia (oAT15 Aaseusa 43y s 391
Dlsaas Uie Gunndll yygaai 8 2 gjmall cilaglll ST a 2pu€ay) ilagyl lisdl Canially Ulls aa g

oYA



ooY=e\Y ;(Ya¥E) £ Alaall  jan cpuad G Analy Y1 LS (BCPS) Lyl cluhal) 3$5a Alaa

Janl) b yy Guadll e A paall dail) L 25ay cpleall pygaai ehys canaally o (V0 y5m) (Dlan 4sedd
YJQ)J‘)A @)L} bﬂH ui c.).m.;] dA‘.;“

N
N ¢
W =y
Y s
N4 ’L"““w ol

sL'e - —

-

() )
Lo Gl oualt Aaalsy) 4l
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Beckwith, Coptic sculpture, fig. 10; Nader Alfy, "The Iconography of St. Menas in the Coptic Art",
Journal of the Faculty of Tourism and Hotels-University of Sadat City, Vol. 1, Issue 2/2, (December,
2017: 41.

? Alfy, "The Iconography of St. Menas": 38; Nelly Ramzy, "Abu Mina Complex, One of The Five Most
Historically Important Sites In Egypt is at Risk", Conference Architectural Heritage and Cultural Identity:
Alexandria, Bibliotheca Alexandrina, (December, 2004): 92- 93; Rodaina Mohamed Shideed, "Mar Mina
Miracle Performer", International Journal of Tourism, Archaeology and Hospitality, Vol.3, Issue2 (July
2023): 284.
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Zsolt Kiss, Alexandrie V, Les ampoules de Saint Ménas découvertes o Kom el-Dikka (1961-1981)
(Warsaw: Iksio Pan, 1988), passim.
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Jean Clédat,, "Recherches sur le Kom de Baouit", Comptes rendus des séances de l'Académie des
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, 46 année, N. 5 (1902): 525 — 546; Dominique Bénazeth, "Un monastere
dispersé Les antiquités de Baouit conservées dans les musées d’Egypte", Bulletin De L’ Institut Frangais

D’Archéologie Orientale, 97 (1997): 43-66; HeLéna Rochard, "Les fouilles de Jean Maspero a Baouit:
relecture de la documentation ancienne", Etudes coptes xiv, (Paris, 2016): 81-98.
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Clédat, "Le monastere et la nécropole de Baouit", 1916, pl. VIII.
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Jean Clédat, "Le monastére et la nécropole de Baouit", MIFAO 39 (1916): 14, pl. viii.
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Gertrud J.M. van Loon, "Dayr Abu Hinnis: Quarry Church Paintings", in Finney P. C. (ed.), The

Eerdmans Encyclopedia of Early Christian Art and Archaeology, vol. 1. (William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2017): 401-402.
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Charles Joseph Hefele, A History of The Councils of The Church: From The Original Documents, vol. 3
(431- 451 AD.) (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1883), 9-17.
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James Edward Quibell, Excavations at Saqqara, (1906- 1907) (Le Caire: Impr. de 1'Institut frangais

d'archéologie Orientale, 1908), pl. x; David Talbot Rice, Art of the Byzantine Era (World of Art) (Thames
& Hudson, 1985), pl. 17.

% Jean Clédat, "Le monastére et la nécropole de Baouit saison de fouilles Avril-Mai 1903", MIFAO 12,
(1904): pl. xxxII.
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Moorsel Van, "Les travaux de la Mission des peintures coptes au couvent St Antoine", Bulletin de la
Société Frangaise d' Egyptologie, N°. 97 (1983): 15-29; Catherine Jolivet- Lévy, Elizabeth S. Bolman
(éd.), "Monastic visions. Wall paintings in the Monastery of St. Antony at the Red Sea", Byzantinische
Zeitschrift 96(1) (January 2003): 287-290.
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Kaufmann, Die Menasstadt und das Nationalheiligtum der Altchristlichen, passim; Peter Grossmann, Abu
Mina 1: Die Gruft Kirche und die Gruft (Mainz am Rhien, Philipp Von Zabern, 1989), passim;
Peter Grossmann, "Report on The Excavations at Abu Mina in Autumn 1991", Bulletinn De La Société
D’Archéologie Copte , Tome xxxii (1993): 73-84; Ramzy, "Abu Mina Complex" : 91- 110; Darlene L .
Brooks Hedstrom, "Archaeology of Early Christianity in Egypt", in The Oxford Handbook of Early
Christian Archaeology, eds. David K. Pettegrew; William R. Caraher, and Thomas W. Davis (2019): 675-
676.
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