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The Myth of Anius and His Daughters at Delos

Eslam Ali Maher Abdel-Razek
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt
eslam.ali@art.asu.edu.eg

Abstract: The research deals with the Greek and Roman mythological narrative
concerning the stop of the Greek fleet at the island of Delos during their voyage to Troy,
where the Greeks met the island's king, Anius, son and priest of the god Apollo. Anius
had three daughters named Oino, Spermo, and Elais, also known collectively as the
"Oinotropae." The grandfather of these girls, the god Dionysus, gave them gift of
transforming whatever they touched into wine, grain, and oil. Anius proposed that the
Greeks remain in Delos for nine years, as he, being a seer, knew that Troy would not
fall until the tenth year. During this period, his daughters would provide food for the
Greek army. The study is divided into two main sections: the first analyzes the
mythological narratives from Greek and Roman sources relating to the Greek fleet's
stop in Delos and the support provided by Anius and his daughters. The second section
focuses on analyzing the figures of Anius and his daughters from the mythological and
religious perspectives within the context of Delos, aiming to reach an appropriate
interpretation of the myth. In this research, the researcher will rely on the analytical,
comparative, historical, and descriptive approaches.
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'PEG 1 fr. 29 = EGF ft. 19.

PEG = Albertus Bernabé, Poetae Epici Graeci, Testimonia et Fragmenta, pars 1 (Leipzig: B.G. Teubner,
1987).

EGF = Gottfried Kinkel, Epicorum Graecorum Fragmenta, vol. 1 (Leipzig: B.G. Teubner, 1877).
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Malcolm Davies, The Epic Cycle (Bristol: Bristol Classical Press, 1989), 33-52.

Jonathan Burgess, "Kyprias, the 'Kypria,' and Multiformity," Phoenix 56 (2002): 234-245.

2 FGrHist 3 F 140 = EGM fr. 140.

FGrHist = Felix Jacoby, Die Fragmente der Griechischen Historiker (Leiden: Brill, 1957).

EGM = Robert L. Fowler, Early Greek Mythography, vol. 1 (Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 2000), 349.
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James George Frazer, Apollodorus, The Library, with an English Translation, vol. 2 (Cambridge:
Harvard Univ. Press, 1921), 180-181.
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4 Simon Hornblower, Lykophron, Alexandra, Greek Text, Translation, Commentary, and Introduction
(Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 2015), 252.
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Tryph., 216; Lib., 1.25; Schol. Hom., 1., 7.339b1, 14.36; 23.365; Schol. Lycophr., 276, 581.

3 Schol. Hom., Od., 6.164. = PMG 537 = F 301 Poltera.

PMG = Denys Page, Poetae Melici Graeci (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1962).

Orlando Poltera, Simonides lyricus: Testimonia und Fragmente. Einleitung, kritische Ausgabe, Ubersetzung
und Kommentar. Schweizerische Beitrage zur Altertumswissenschaft (Basel: Schwabe, 2008).
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! Frangoise Létoublon, "Palamedes and Letters: A Hero and Martyr in the Trojan War," in Iépa: Studies
in honor of Professor Menelaos Christopoulos, eds: Athina Papachrysostomou, Andreas P.
Antonopoulos, Alexandros-Fotios Mitsis, Fay Papadimitriou, and Panagiota Taktikou (Special issue,
Classics@ 25, 2023).

https://classics-at.chs.harvard.edu/palamedes-and-letters-a-hero-and-martyr-in-the-trojan-war/
(accessed May 19, 2025).

2 Procl., Chrest., p. 43 1.66-68 Bernabé.

3 Paus., 10.31.2. (= Cypria Fr. 19).

4 Laurent Gourmelen, "Les Traditions Relatives aux Filles d'Anios. Peut-on Reconstituer un Mythe
Fragmentaire?" Gaia: revue interdisciplinaire sur la Gréce Archaique 18 (2015): 499-500.

> Hom., Od., 4.368f; 12.330-332.
¢ Martin Litchfield West, The Epic Cycle: A Commentary on the Lost Troy Epics (Oxford: Oxford Univ.
Press, 2013), 123.
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! Timothy Gantz, Early Greek Myth: A Guide to Literary and Artistic (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ.
Press, 1993), 605.

2 Serv., 2.81.

3 Wolfgang Kullmann, Die Quellen der Ilias (Troischer Sagenkreis), Hermes, Einzelschriften, Heft 14
(Wiesbaden: F. Steiner Verlag, 1960), 165-166.

4 Lycophr., Alex., 583.

5 Robert L. Fowler, Early Greek Mythography, vol. 2 (Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 2013), 42 n.155.
6 Strab., 13.1.42.
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"REX ANIVS Anius [autem], rex Deli, Apollinis sacerdos, cum trium filiarum esset
parens, ne unius tantum dei esset tutus auxilio, filias numini Liberi patris devovit, qui
parem ei gratiam reddens effecit, ut quidquid una attigisset verteretur in fruges, altera in
vinum, tertia in oleum. id cum comperisset Agamemnon, dux Argivorum, cum mille
navibus oppugnaturus iret Troiam, misit qui eas accersirent, ut posset alere Graeciae
exercitum. quae cum vinctae tenerentur invocaverunt Liberum patrem, quas deus in
columbas vertit et ita vincula fecit effugere: unde hodieque Deli columbas violare nefas
est. hunc tamen Anium Palaefatus etiam propinquum tradit Anchisae. alii dicunt huius
Anii filiam occulte ab Aenea stupratam edidisse filium nomine tan. REX ET
SACERDOS hic Anius Apollinis filius et sacerdos fuit, qui habuit filium Andron
nomine, unde Andros insula appellata est. ad quem Anchises ante Troicum bellum
consultum venerat, an Salaminam peteret comes Priamo: unde et agnoscitur. REX ET
SACERDOS maiorum enim haec erat consuetudo, ut rex esset etiam sacerdos, vel

pontifex: unde hodieque imperatores pontifices dicimus."
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bracchia “Bacche pater, fer opem!” dixere, tulitque

muneris auctor opem, — si miro perdere more
ferre vocatur opem, nec qua ratione figuram

perdiderint, potui scire aut nunc dicere possum,;

summa mali nota est: pennas sumpsere tuacque

coniugis in volucres, niveas abiere columbas.' "
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ascendit naves repletas multis rebus pretiosissimis,
quae ab incolis regionais eius offerbantur. ceterum
frumenta, vinum aliaque cibi necessaria Anius et
eius filiae praebuere, quae oenotropae et divinae
religionis antestites memorabantur. hoc modo ex

Aulide navigatum est."?
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2 Dict., 1.23.
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1 Ovid. Met., 643-649; Con., XLI.
2 Hyg., Fab., fr. 147; Schol. Ovid., Ibis., 475.
3 Serv., 3.80; Dion.Hal., Ant.Rom., 1.50, 59.

4 lan Rutherford, "Simonides, Anius and Athens: PMG 537 = 301 Poltera (Kateukhai)," in Simonides
Lyricus: Essays on the 'Other’ Classical Choral Lyric Poet, eds: Peter Agocs and Lucia Prauscello
(Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2020), 143-144.

5 A. D. Trendall, "The Daughters of Anios," in Studien zur Mythologie und Vasenmalerei. Konrad
Schauenburg zum 65. Geburtstag am 16. April 1986, eds: Elke Bohr and Wolfram Martini (Mainz: P. von
Zabern, 1986), 166.

¢ Emilio Suarez de la Torre, "Apollo and Dionysos: Intersections,”" in Redefining Dionysos, eds: Alberto
Bernabé, Miguel Herrero de Jauregui, Ana Isabel Jiménez San Cristobal, Raquel Martin Hernandez
(Berlin: De Gruyter, 2013), 75-76.

YA



FYE-Y Y (YeYe) €Y Alaall  pan puad (e daaly ¢ JEY) A4S (BCPS) dapud) clafal) dlaa

BalSy Lnisag Ko Logia JS ddems sl 3 Epex0eic pasdin) )so peskis (8 Gl 0 4uds Ly
Gl A (S ol s 0alSy IS yga9 e s (N dwe U pepl dpadd 08 s A e TG
Ge Qe oY ol 4l gang calilal Zabiadl) Byshacdl) by )l G Undy Ll OIS 4l (g (9)A) dRiia

s s

ol EDgy (b upeinns Oslled CnalY) Balie Om gan S wsgll A gl (S o A8l b

Osllsd 1Sy EVavOnig Latiilsy o MApov gsle sas cclld e AT sals Lali cdibisall 42!

"Ogoke Ay adilys aul Lgse @) S EOavONG deall o) JLdls A ai Al CTopapog s lesd (8
"L Oegaion AN) Clll (el o

& Osllsd A) 0alS Ggsle e 2l (e Ba Bptie Bl 38T ugsenas) OF ") (8 Gagast son

Ase ey L Jale o 4l Gupmnssl U5 Lo sllpd o 30 o SHISS g jle) Aune
BLIY) 02 & Gusmanngl Gl e g pass Chaar f(Mapdiveta Lis)le s Lo Cuen All) (g lend)
ol (a5 % "Mdpav, EddvOsog vide, ipetdq Atdihmvos" "osllsl caly ¢ ufiily o gl of
BalS (yple Jang ol aily ¢ padl) Jolim A dlgyl) o3 g sadll al] Gugeninnd g Jasy ol Cugpmass of
£41—tA+) Edpunidng wss cheas KOKAOY "GuislSS" dinyn (s . 0sllsd Ga Y Gusensignad
Bagidall dusjun (o3 £YY=0) ) Kpativog pesiahS @lld & lidia cpusmnions ol 4l Ok (o3
o) abe of (Dl S ) OedPog Guskish Sus .ol 'O3V00ELG "4y Lusmwsl
G alilyns oailey 0 Ople OF dwas¥) Sld ae i Lo 3ay CAPLASVN lls asesion
adl) miba s gosle o SN s danagV) ld de ugainn Ol usdgsand daiysg VL Gageion
Osasily Galils e IS o AmOAAGVIOG PEB10G (535 Lusiisllsd )l Sy M ugaigns 4B
s Lelg Gl L) IS Ggole o abeadd) 038 DA e agi 03 Y ably Gusaign el L Olvortimv

! Jon D. Mikalson, Religion in Hellenistic Athens (Berkeley and Los Angeles: Univ. of California Press,
1998), 211.

2 Taxier, "Anios de Delos," 163.

3 Emilio Sudrez de la Torre, "Apollo and Dionysos: Intersections,”" in Redefining Dionysos, edited by
Alberto Bernabé, Miguel Herrero de Jauregui, Ana Isabel Jiménez San Cristobal, Raquel Martin
Hernandez (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2013), 74.

4 Hom., Od., 9.196-198.
>Hom., Od., 9.197-198.
6 Charles B. Newcomer, "Maron: A Mythological Study," Classical Philology 2, no. 2 (1907): 193.
7 Schol. Hom., Od., 9.197.
8 Schol. Hom., Od., 9.198.
% Schol. Apollon. Rhod., 3.997.
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! Newcomer, "Maron: A Mythological Study," 193-194.
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4 Newcomer, "Maron: A Mythological Study," 199.

5 Suérez de la Torre, "Apollo and Dionysos: Intersections," 76.
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! Newcomer, "Maron: A Mythological Study," 195.

2 Hdt., 8.111.

3 Eur., Hec., 1267.

4 Paus., 9.30.9.

3 Paus., 10.33.11.

¢ Newcomer, "Maron: A Mythological Study," 196-197.
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! Cornelia Isler-Kerényi, Dionysos in Classical Athens: An Understanding through Images, trans: Anna
Beerens (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2015), 193.

2 Newcomer, "Maron: A Mythological Study," 194- 200.
3 Apollod., Ep., 3.10.
4 Ovid., Met., 13.667-672; Serv., 3.80.
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