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Ecclesiastical Issues through Unpublished Coptic Ostraca in the Coptic

Museum
Nesma Ibrahim Mohamed
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Arts, New Valley University, Egypt.
N.lIbrahim@art.nvu.edu.eg

Abstract: This paper aims to publish and study two unpublished Coptic ostraca,
currently preserved in the Coptic Museum in Old Cairo. The ostraca were discovered by
the American Egyptologist Herbert Winlock at the Naville's dump for the Metropolitan
Museum's at Deir el-Bahari excavation mission in 1929. The ostraca individually
contribute to the elucidation of ecclesiastical religious issues by an unskilled hand. The
first Ostracon N°. O. Coptic Museum 4557, written on both sides in 7 lines (Recto) and
2 lines (Verso), discusses the issue of Excommunication, while the second ostracon N°.
O. Coptic Museum 4560, written on both sides in 5 lines (Recto) and 6 lines (Verso),
and discusses the issue of the Kingdom and Wealth. The ostraca represented a model of
conditional admonitory-discursive letters, in which the elements of condition, warning,
and guidance are all present. The applied linguistic-analytical by the researcher
approach demonstrates this clearly. According to the paleography, formula, and content,
the ostraca date to the 6th—8th centuries AD.

Keywords: Deir EI-Bahri - Naville's dump - O. Coptic Museum N°. 4557 - O. Coptic
Museum N©.4560 - Winlock.
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! Kent Brown, The Ostraca of Coptic Museum in Old Cairo, (Egypt: Gorgias Press, 2009), 216.
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Publisher, 1991): 1079.
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Porta Linguarum Orientalium XX, 2004), 274; Wolfhart Westendorf, Koptische Handworterbuch,
(Heidelberg: Winter, 1977), 154, 217.

* Pierre Cherix, Lexique Grec-Copte, © Copticherix: Université de Genéve, (2008-2022), 20.

® Henry Liddle, and Robert Schott, A Greek-English Lexicon, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1968),
213; Hjalmar Frisk, Griechisches Etymologisches Worterbuch, Vol.l, (Heidelberg: C. Winter, 1960-
1972), 128; Pierre Chantraine, Dictionnaire Etymologique de la Langue Grecque: Histoire des mots,
Tome 1, (Paris: Klincksieck, 1968-1980), 88, 578.
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Martin Krause, "Abraham of Hermonthis”, In: Coptic Encyclopedia I, (ed.) Aziz Atiya (USA: Macmillian
Publisher, 1991): 13a-13b.
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Museum and others, (London: Sold at the offices of the Egypt Exploration Fund, 1902), N.39,
41,53,55,56, 57, 60, 61-62, 65, 70-74, 78, 79, 81-82, 93, 484-485, Ad.8, 12, 40, 48; O. Crum ST =
Walter Crum, Short texts from Coptic Ostraca and Papyri, (Oxford: New York: H. Milford, 1921),
N%.326, 332; O.Epiph.Mon = Walter Crum, The Monastery of Epiphanius, Vol. I, (New York:
Princeton Theological Seminary Library, 1926), N®140; O. Crum VC = Walter Crum, Varia Coptica,
(Aberdeen: University Press, 1939), N%.40, 41; Or = Walter Crum, Catalogue of the Coptic Manuscripts
in the British Museum, (London: British Museum, 1905), N%. Or.3581A (33), Or.4720(74); P.Ryl.Copt =
Walter Crum, Catalogue of the Coptic Manuscripts in the Collection of the John Rylands library,
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° Dekker, Renata. "Coptic Ostraca Relating to Bishop Abraham of Hermonthis at Columbia University",
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George Steindorff, "Eine Koptische Bannbulle und Andere Breife", ZAS 30, (1892): 37-41; Karl
Reinhardt, "Eine Arabische-Koptische Kirchenbannurkunde"”, In. Aegyptiace. Festschrift Fur George
Ebres Zum 1.Marz 1897, (Leipzig: Aegyptiaca, 1897): 89-91; Abd Al-Masih, "Letter from a Bishop": 15-
18; Eline Scheerlinch, "The Curses Will Be Like Oil in Their Bones", Excommunication and Curses in

Bishops Letters Beyond Late Antiquity, In: Religious Identifications in Late Antique Papyri, 3" -12"
Century Egypt, (ed.) Eline Scheerlinch, (London: Routledge, 2023), 216-218.
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Gawdat Gabra, and Hany Takla, (Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2010): 21-31.

¢l Al L s Dall e salall Al 8 o gl Aae Caiad 1Ly Bl K

£



ANt :(Y~Y°) £Y Aaall « puan cuad G dmala QEY) AS (BCPS) aull cluhall 385 daa

Gy G i skl (mpemil] Gl el (mgemil) 3 i€ laal) o 1 Gty Lo Uy

)

r

(Jaxi¥) as L)
Elaalsl) Jlaa)

=S Gl (Sle)
el

=S Gl (Sle)

(Al =) olay)

cilalsl Jlea)

3

U5 paed il 3
Olasall s aasal Ay

S i€ Glays e

S onlisay sty (e

Olaldll Jlea)

4l Jepall [Juusall
i/ S L
(Y —13) —elabd
) [Aaledl] aa]
(V=1 &) = dal
oAl falalyl Ciud)
(V=1 &) — el
oA/ alaly) Caany!
(V=1 &) ~liam )
iy plaly) )
(p V=1 ) — el
Al falalyl Ciud)

(V=1 3) - e

de sena [alaly) i)

(p V=1 &) —2ueS e

st [alaly) Gy

(e 3) =W

BN AN YR
1)~ Bl s

(O

Al /alaly) i)
(V=1 &) — gy )
Al /alaly) i)
(pV &) — e

Sl

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

Walter Crum
1902

oaill

. Crum 39

.Crum 41

. Crum 53

. Crum 55

. Crum 56

. Crum 57

. Crum 60

.Crum 61

. Crum 62

. Crum 65

.Crum 70

() Jsaall) s Jal sail o cuilacal a8y (Ui (£1) s3n lede Jpemal) cualaind

e

R
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