. The Echo of the Alexandrian

Scholarship in Provincial Egypt |

By
A.H,EL.MOSALLAMY

1-Poeple whom the Mouseion addressed:

Egypt became part of the Greek world since 332 B.C.
and Alexéndria, being a very important centre, gave its name
to the period followed its foundation. Masses of Greeks
céme to-serve in Qarious branches. Greek language prevailed
even in the Roman period., Neither the edict of Catraculla

nor Diocletian's reform helped the Latin language to submerge |

the Greek language, which maintained its existence till a

(1) : .

century after the Arab Conguest. i

This situation instigated individuals to have private

(2}

collections or libraries. Bne of those persons may be
Dioscorus of Aphrodito who wraped up his papers in the leaves

cf a codex of Menander. The same could be said about the

young lady under her head the Haward Homer was found and

her features seem to be Greek. These literary papyri could

(1) S.Daris, II lessico Latino nella lingua greca in Egitto,
Aegyptus 40, 1960, P. 1771.; E.G. Turner, Greek Papyri
1968, P, 75,

(2) F. Kenyon, The Library of a Greek of Oxyrhynchus, JE A.

9, 1923, P. 29 PP, G.D, Kilpatrich, Greek, Rome and By~
zantine Studies iv, 1936, P, 38.
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be the posse551on of such persons who could be able to read.

We can not help saylng that the llterary papyr1 “found 1n

the tombs and the rulns in the various reglons were pesse-

(3)

'esed by persons who were 1nterested in literature

It is snggested that'rolls of literary papyri found

‘_w1th dead people played to the Greeks the same role played

by-the Book of the Dead for the Egyptlans, since a copy of

Isocrates speech ”Agalnst Nlcocrates was fouhd lylng

'_between a mummy s legs. But the 51tuatlon is clearly

dlfferent th Book of the Dead was generally used by the

Egyptlans,'whlle 1t was a matter oﬁ selection in regard of

the Gfeeks. So we my thlnk that the text selected by a Greek

to aScOmpany him 1n hlS tomb as-one'of the most precious

posse551on of hlmself : MOreover,'the example of the Manm
chester papyrus of Deuteronomy, ‘which was found wrapped in

same pleces of the f1rst book of the Illad is consiclered’

(4)

a klnd_of oultural fu51an in the second century B.C.

One may remember here the general trend which prevai led

pericd,

. That is what may'be called “The religion of culture". People
:_asked frlends and relatlves to inscribe on their tombs that

”_they are men of the Muses, bellev1ng that such saying may

(3) W.M.F., Petrie, Hawara, Biahmu ;and Arsinoe, P. 24; The

Legacy of Egypk, P. 252 f.

(4) Legacy of Egypt, P. 253.
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(5)

relieve them in the other world . In these cases people
mus£ be of those who are-interested.in literaturé_énd may
be able to read. S0, between a group of portraits affixgd
to the coffin from Hawara, Rubyat and Antinoe and.carry
the name, few of them mention what-may be a profession,
é.g. Héfmione grammatike,i.e.” Literary lady" or "teacher
of letters".(G)It is natural to fihd literary texts in the

private collectioné of these people as we find with the

(7)

doctor of army in Karanis .

Collections of bussiness men

included also, though vefy:few, literary texts, such as the
' (8) ‘ '

papers of'Zenon,'which included about ten , and the archive
(2) . i
of Aurelius Isidorus, but the archive of Abinnaeus contains .
_ (10) i
nothing of these literary texts . - : o
. . : ok

People interested in literature are expécted to be met |

with in every corner. 50, it is not astonishing to find ;

the Apology of Plato and Hector of Astydamas in Socnopaei

(5) P, Boyance, Le Culte des Muses chez les Philosophes : !

'grecs , Etudes d'Hist. et de Psychol. Religieuses, Paris

1938.
(6) H. Zaloscer, Portraets aus dem Wustensande, Wienn-Munich

1961; A.F. Shore, ﬁprtrait Painting from Roman Egypt,
1963. '

(7) P.Ross. Geogr. iii.i.8;
Atti dell Xlcongr. Intern. di Pap., Milano

J;Rea, list of cornic poets and

their plays,
1966, P. 2i7. _
(8) Cl. Preaux, Les Grecs en Egypte, Pp- 11£,

(9) A.R.Boak, P.Cair; Isidorus. T
(10) D.V.Berchem,E.G. Turner etc., The Archive of Abinnaeus. ‘
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rolls;

Nesos on the edge of the desert The manuscrlpt of Inachus,,o

of Sophocles by chtys the Cretan and the dlege51s to Ca111~

machus were found in the v111age of Tebtynls. Wherever

persons who may be con51dered as ellte llved llke the
promlnent c1tlzen of Oxyrhynshus, Sarapion allas Apollenius
and hlS famlly, they are expected to be owners of llterary
(ll)_sc also was the v1ctor in competltion for poets(lZ}
There is a class of neopie who- clearly represent hhe-
connexlon between the Mouselon of Alenandrla and the chora
Aurellus Plutlon, member of the senate of Hermopolls ??g?a,

is descrlbed as a member of the Mouseln, 1 e. scholar e If

even, hls tltle was honorary, the relatlon Wlth the Mouselon
(14) :

_Stlll clear . This . status remlnds us of other members of

the Mouselon, i.e. scholars, who have estates in the country,r

llke Jullus Ascleplades, phllosopher a tltle whlch means

that he is of the phllosophy sectlon of the Mouselon and
(15} :

- possesses a property 1n the Fayoum. From‘Phlladelphla“lsf

(11)'9 5 1. 1248.

(12) P. Oxy. 2838 A, Calderlnl, stud. Ttal, di filg-ciass.

n.s. 27-8, 1956, P, 59 ff. | -
(13) C.P.Herm. 125 ii= W. Chrest. 40 and C.P. Herm. 124,
' G.M. Mautis Hermopolis - al - Grande,P; 1[5 £,
(14) H.G. Pflaum, Journ. des Savants, 1859, P. 83; cf. W.
o Chrest 39, 17 -18; N, Lewls the non- scholar members of
Alexandrlan Museum, Mnemosyne 14, 1963, P.257 £f.
(15) P. Fa. 87.A.D, 155; CF.P.Ryl. 82, 18; Dlo_Ca551us 77.
" 7.3; 0.G.I. 714, 4n.; P.Ryl. 143.2. |




56

Valerius Titianus, who has a property there and described
(16) -
as Member of the Mouseion . The city council of Antinoe

honoured Flavius Marcius Seurianus Pionysius, who is

described to be "of the company of those maintained tax-
free in the Mousaion, Platonic Philosopher-and councilor
u( 7)

of Antinoce" Valﬂrlus Dlodorus, owner of a boat and

'perhaps ot a property at Oxyrhynchus is "farmer hypomnemato-

graphus and member of the Méuseion"(la).

Thé aforementioned Valerius Diodorus is met with in
cohpéﬁy §i£h othe: two‘AlexandEian scholars exchanging
opinion.abouﬁ @etﬁods.-of procuring books., DPiodorus and
his two fellows; polidn and Harpocration, had special interest
in Attic dratgrs. Mofeover, Hafpocration is the author of

a lexicon to orators which is still surviving(lg).

To the Members of the Mouseion who have properties

in the metropoleis, Tiberius Claudius Demetrius is addedgzo)

The letter which includes the names of the Alexandrian

scholars, Diodorus, Polion and Harpocration, has a special

|

(16) CF, J.F. Gilliam, Mnemcsyne 17, 1964, P, 293 ff.

(17) P. Oxy. 2400.
(18) P. Mert. i. 19, 3; P. Oxy. 2192; JEA. 38, 1952,P.91ff.

{19) E.G. Turner, Greek Papyri, p. 37,
(20) P. Oxy. 2471, Cire. A.D. 50.
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interest. We oan see'that ‘these soﬁolass are as.modesnsd
as our SCholabs.of to daf They read and 1nvest1gate books
formulate opinion about the edltlons and context They always
try to acqu1re standard books for scholary purpose. Ther

wrlter of the letter asks- for coples of ﬁooks six and seven

of Komodoumenol 'men made fun of comedy, or tOplCS in comdey

ralien T

by Hypsicrates. He adds ‘that Harpocratlon says that they
are aoong-Polioo's books,-andrthat‘he also has his epltomes,,
of Tharsagoras' WOrk named "on the Myths of Tragedy He
also.adds:"- a0cord1ng ﬁo Harpocratlon, Demetrlus the oook—
seller‘has got them, I 1ntroduced Apollonius to. send ‘me

certain of:my own‘books which you will hear of in good time

~ from-Seleucus himself Sould-You find'ahy, apart from these,'

-which'I possess, make coples and send them to me. Dlodorus

and hlS frlends also have some whlch I have not got"

It seems that we are Well 1nformed about the varlous

.jways of the movement of books and thelr context between the_

Mouselon of Alexandrla and the varlous reglons of Egypt We_e

see also that these reglons were not 1solated from the proQ
ducts of the Mouseion.: Thls may 1nterpret why the wrlter of
the official letter, sent “from the coun01l or Hermopolls

Magna to'congfatulate Aurelins PlutiOn,'member of the Mouseion,

:when quaoted a line from Euripides, wrought:

3

) M) y 2 - B ,-\ . .
E1S  OuuaT €VVOUY avépos EuBkﬂyglv YAuky (21)

“it is pleasure to book a friend in the eyes

(21) C.P.Herm, 1251 ii= W. Chrest. 40 and C,P,Herm. 124,

.
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When the writer substituted &uspéq ‘ for ¢Q16§

he caused hiatus, a matter hated by the classical Athenian.
This was not completely an error, since it might have come |
from an antholdgy, as we shall see later., In the matter of

anthologies we perceive the effect of the Mouseion.

The efforts of the Mouseion suraly reached the learned
people in the chora. We have seen before that the owners
of the private collections exchangéd_copies of books and
produced others to keep themselves up-to-date. Booksellers
were always there, side by side with local scribes who
phoduced books. From Oxyrhynchus we read on the back of

a papyrus carrying a prose:
(22)

H ’ ; < ‘ y s
ek Bi1BAiobBnkns mwpaEilov Hpuxleréns ATEYPAYEV
These professional scribes played a good roll in spreading

the work of the scholars of the Mouseion in the various nomes
of Egypt, and we are informed about their fee5(23)._

Scholars, who may be members of the Mouseion and authors .
and compilers of literary works, are not infrequently met with
either permanently living, or at least being born, and atta-
ched to thei} birthplaces in the chora. Satyrus and his
epitomiser Heraclides were natives of Oxyrhynchus. Andriscus

and Hermeias are poets of Hermopolis. Athenaeus is a native

(22) Milne, P. Lond. Lit. 97.
(23) #H. I,Bell. Aegyptus ii, 1921, P. 281 ff.;K.Ohly, Sticho-
metrische Untersuchungen, P.88 ff.; CF. JEA 38, 1952,

P.90 f.; P J. Sijpestein, Aegyptus 44, 1964, P,20 ff.

-
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of Naucratis aﬁd Nonnus of Panopolis, and Plotinﬁs of
Lycopolis., This méy'interpret the existence of their-paberé'
injthe various regions of Egypt; and 50 we hear Eheir-
Sl literary discussions in places other than Alekandria(24). | ' K
The possessors of literary papyri in tHe chofa,'e.é.P.
Oxy. 3214 may shqw that p;aéticing Greek literature was - a
necessity for success in world afféirs in Egypt.un&er the
rule of bot?zg?e ptolemies and the Romans, and pﬁetfy in

particular, This attitude seems to be clear in the

courses of education (e-g.p. Oxy.3235 - 9). But ;still we

'see the Alexandrian scholarship influence apparent in the - ﬁ

chora as in the alphabetie glossary (P. oxy. 3235).

2~ Diffpsion of the Mouseion's iﬁpact in provincial Egypt{

The work of the Alexandrian. Mouselon was hlghly 1mportant
due to the dramatlc end of the creative classical. perlod STt -
was difficult, without such an effort, to be clear w1th:many

themes, their arrangement  and their chroneclogical order,

especially in regard of manuscripts and editiones principes. ' -‘f
Amang the benefits of the scholarship of the Mouseion is :

the destinction between authentic and non-authehtic works,

The work of‘thé mouseion could be considered . as a solid

(24) 0. Gueroud et P. jouguet, Un livre d'Ecoller, IFAD; 1938 .

- P, XXVI £.; E.G.Turner, Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient _ - :'é
world, 1971, P. l?f; Milen and skeat, scribes and cor- : '
reétors; van Groningen, Actes du x~ congr. In tern ..

delpap., p. 32.

. (25) A. Camero, the wandering poets, Historid 14,1965, p.

? 470 £f, , : N |
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base of our information about Greek Scholary in both . '
v ty

literature and science.The papyri® inform us that the fruitsz
of the Mouseion spread all over the various parts of Egypt. |
A roll from Oxyrhynchus, containing hypotheses or synopses
of the FBuripides arranged in alphabetic order and tell their
storysz)shows the same method used by Callimachus in his :
(27)

Pinakes.

The variant reading in the papyri of the Paeans, along
with similar abbreviations for unknown editors, suggests
that there was an edition before the writers of these papyri

(28) ]
which come from Oxyrhynchus. The papyrus which contains '

partp of a commentary on Bacchylides' Dithyrambs and repeats

a criticism of (allimachus by Aristarchus because he classi-

fied the dithyramb in question as a paean, is of a great
(29)
“interest to our subject. It shows that serious literary

problems that engaged the Alexandrian scholars wereunder the f
sight of the learned men in Oxyrhynchus.(ao)lt goes without |
saying that Naucratis was a place where the discussions of
the works of the Alexandrian scholarship may occur, since m%
we know that Athenéeus, the native of Naucratis, as wellas

(31)
others, quoted the pinacogtapohical works of Callimachus.

(26)M. Papathomopoulos, Recherches de Pap., iii, p. 38,
(27) E.G.Turner, Greek papyri, P. 101 f. .
(28) P.Oxy. 841 and 2442; see Fraser, Ptol. Alexandria 11 ; ;
p. 653, n. 34. é
(29) P.Oxy. 2368, |
(30) Fraser, Ptolem. Alex. l,p. 452 f.,11p.655, n.46,.
'31) Fraser, id., 1,p.453; 11, p. 656, n. 52.cf. P.Oxy.1367. , 1
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The same could be said about the works of Satyfus about- .

' (32)
Euripides, which were found in’ Oxyrhynchus and other places.
It is well known that Satyrus was indebted too much to

Callimachus; and so the . influence of Callimachus ought

to be found wherever the works of Satyrus were found.

The influence of the Alexandrian scholarshlp in the chora

is qu1te clear in the papyri which contain fragments of llsts

and catalogues beionglng to the tradition of Calllmachus
ang his followers. These may be taken as at least indirect
produéts of the early work of cataloguing and listing done"
in the library. One of these papyri, of late third century
B.C., is a fragment of an Index of tragic writers.in“which
the names of three otherwise unknown tragedians 6ccur,rt§—_
gether w1th their" ethnlcs and the number of tragedies whlch

(33)
they_wrote . Another fragment called by the edltqr."The

{34) , . _
Alexandrian lists" The discussion of the “Ode to Pallas“

which may be a guotation from Eratosthenes is echoed in Oxy—

(35)
rhynchus.,

-In fact, the examples of the d1f£u51on of ‘the effect of

the Alexandrian scholarship are so frequent that it w1ll
(36)

appear more than necessary to count here . Moreover, the

(32) P.Oxy. 1176; Fraser, 1l,p. 453 F.; 11,P. 656 f., n.57.
(33) P.Tebt. 695 cf. Pack, 2071. ' -
(34) C IR B 1287 ed. Diels, Berl. Abh. 1904; cf.Pack, 2068.
(35) P. Oxy. 1611. 158.ff. ' N

(36) see e.g. P. Oxy. 1241; P, Amh. 12; E.G.turner, Chron.

d'Egypte 37, 1962, P.150 f.; Id.,Greek Papyri, P.116 £.; .

Fraser, Ptol.Alexandria, chapt.8.
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art of librerianship was achieved when Zenodotus, Alexander :
the Aetolian and Lycophron undertook to put more than one
and third million books in order in the library of Alexand-

(37) _
ria. This achievement was illustrated in the Pinakes

of Callimachus, which are considered as registers con£aining'
name of thé auther, his-birthplace, father's name, his tea-

cher, the genre of his work, Eﬁe titles of his worké in al- i'-
phbetic order, citation of openihg words, the length of the
work and a nokte about the authenticity of the work. Calli— i

‘machus huge work on the Pinakes was standing after his unusual

PN Y

words and phrases which he used'and interpreted as both scien—;
(38)
This work.was also a psychological

tist and as a lixicon.

factor in his choice of exactness of ‘detail and rejection of
large scale composition, as illustrated in his quarell with :
Appllonius Rhodius, The impact of the work of Callimachus is ‘i
seen clearlyrin the papyri. We can see that the method of

(39)
Callimachus is well illustrated even in dedactic papyri.

In the field of textual criticism, Plato'view against.
use of books. Such view attests the inctination of the classi- b

cal Greeks to carelessness of exactness in gquotation and

R S

{37) F. Schmidt, Die Pinakes des Kallimachos, Kiel, 1924.
(38) Studia Papytologica XVIII, 1979, P. 135; P. Oxy. 3239.
(39) e.g. P. Achmim, no. 2 ed. P. Collart in BIFAO, XXXI,

P. 43; O.@Guerand et P, Jouguet, un livre d'Ecolier, Le
" Caire 1938, P, XXII £,
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(40}
pre01se chronology.r Aristotle belleves that sc1ence and

historical scholarshlp are noi 90551ble on the basis of Plato 5
view. In the papyri of the first half of the th1rd century
B.C., texts on poyeyri sometinps add llnes, sometlmes leave_‘

lines, in comparison-thh medieval manuscoipts. There are
(41) S R
also vairants of phrases . S$uch variants, which sometimes -

reach twenty one lines, cannot be mere'carelessness of the
i

scribe. Studies show that varlants in the fragments of both

Plato s Phaedo and Laches, on papyr1 recovered from mummy

(42)
cartonage at Gurob , are w;ld, while a part of the sophlst
(43)

on papyrus from el-Hibeh. is to better .

It is not always wise to dlsmlss arratic papry1 by con—

sidering them merely the property of uneducated people, but

" more 1mportant is to compare them with the 11terary papyr1

from the Roman perlod.r A strlklnq phenomenon could be notlced.

Errors and dlvergences 1n the literary papyrl of the Roman_

period are not as . hlgh as in those of the Ptolemalc perlod

3,

This may be .explained that the wrlters of the early PLolemalc
Qerlod felt no compu151on to copy accurately because they d1d
not con51der the exact expere551on of the author as a sacred

one. But in the Roman period there was a great respecL for

the authority of the texh. Fh15 1atLer tendency' may be as-

iribed to the Alexandrian scholarship; which follow the

(40) Plato, Phaedrus 274 E. . _

(41} P.Bibeh, Flectra (Pach, 1569); P. Sorbonne Hippolytus 7
(Pack, 393); Pack, 819; 894; 875; 397; 392; 400; -S.West,
The Ptolemaic papyri of Homer, cologne 1967; E.G.Turner,

——

op.cit., p. 107 f. ' _ =
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Aristotelian tradition. It is noticed that since the middlé

of the second century B.C., Homeric papyri conform more

closely than those of the third century B.C. to the stahdart

text,

e.g. no whole series of additional lines,or great

variants, They rather contain few emendations and readings.

of the great _Homeric scholars, as slmost preserved in the

scholia. ®©Galen is good authority about this change, when

he tells us that Ptolemy Ii Eurgetes borrowed the official

copy

ctor

of the Athenian dramatists, which became a decisive fa-
' : (44)
in imposing a stantard of the text . - BEarlier com-

mentaries, such as those of Aristarchus, are suggested to

be made before the arrival of the Athenian official texts

to. Alexandria.

in a

The Aristotelian tradition in Alexandria is reflected

papyrus form Oxyrhynchué, which contains a commentary
{(45)

on Alcman. The writer of P.Oxy. 2438, about the life of

Pindar, could interefere in the date concerning this poet

(46)

depending on the didascaliae . Since Eratosthenes based

== (42) Pach , 1388; 1409.
(43) Pach , 1395.

(44)

(45)
(46)

J.A. Davison, A Compamion to Homer, P.223 f.; G.,M.Bolling,
The Athetized lines in the Iliad; A.H.Van der Valse,':
Textual @ritiecion of the Odessey.

Pach ,81l, Frag 9; D.L. Page, Poetae Melici gr.,Frr.14,16.
The didascaliae are lists of victors in the dramatic

competitions in Athens.

b
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his informations on the lists of vicforsrof the Olympiads,
it is said that the writer of the Oxyrhynchus papyrus about
Piﬁdar dependéd on the original work by Eratoéthe£::?

The rhetor, who sat in his private school at Oxyrhynéhus
to teach his students the art of rhetoric by aSking about
subjects they could not answér without readiﬁg Euripides -'
aﬁd ThUcydides, was.not only client of tﬁe'Mouseion of.
Alekandria, but was also one of the media for diffusion of
the Alﬁxandrian scholarshib in the chdégé? The livres
d'Ecoliers, which were discoyered in various par£s,'sh¢w
the Alexandrian écholarship‘s:impact when they introduce
the epigrammata and the hymns-arrenged alphabeti¢allf;_ The
paidagogia adopted the alphabetic order and the caihef
Bouriant_is a good examplé?g)In these caihars d'E&olieré;

there was gradual manuels used in Greek schools; and if'is;'

represented her by two fragments from Euripides, wheré the -

method depends on the Alexandrian scholarship, which we see

also in the spread of the works of the great names like

Callimachus, Theocritus, Apolionius Rhodius and others in

the chora; and in the influence of the Alexandrian scholarship

(47} Tod, Gr. Hist, Inscript. 187,
(48)P.0Oxy. 2400; E.G, Turner, op.cit., P. 85,

(49) 0.Guerand et P. Jouguet, un livre d'Ecolier, P. XVII.




66

especially in the list of rivers which reminds us of the
laterculi Alexandrini, as seen in the "Un Livre d'Ecolizgg
We may notice that the epigrammata of Callimashus, whicﬁ
were full of rare words that need explanation, are well
represented in the teaching of the schools in the chora.
They represent a genr which was tasted by the Greeks and
answer the spirit of Alexandriaéii;. Moreover, the use of

the anthologies, which show scholary touch, were a principal

element in the schools of the cheora and attest the influence
(52)
of the scholars of the Mouseion.

The theatre is not excluded in regard of evidence for
the influence of the Alexandrian scholarship in the chora.
It is intersting to know that the play of Euripides, (Creso-
phentes, was acted on the theatre of Oxyrhynchus, since ex-
tracts from this play were preserved in an ackting copy on
papyréz?) We expect that various plays were acted on ﬁﬁe
£heatre of Memphis and that of Panopolis, which were seated
Eetween eight and twelve thausanéi?) An explanation had been

previously introduced in regard of the variants and diver-

génces in literary papyri from the standard texts. Another

(50}
50~0. Gu eraud et P. Jouguet, un livre d'Beolier, P. XXI.
51- Ibid., P, XXIII.
52- Ibid., P. XXIV,
53- P,Oxy. 2458; cf. Antiquite classique 32, 1963, P.
54- P. Fouad XIV; P. Beaty panop. I. 333n,

120 fE.

I
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interpretation may be added here. The actors are said_tb
haveradded linson occasion té emphasize a'situéﬁion or fq =
give themselves extended opportunity from dramatic'éffeéiz?
One may suggest here that theatre in Egypt iﬁ the Graeco -
Roman period might have echoed the nature of the periéd.

On one hand, we must have in mind the variants resulted
from the scholary nature in the Mouséion, when we-compare :
the hymné of Callimachus with the Homeric Hymns. We can |
surely see that Callimachus' Hymn to Zeus is greatly dif--
ferent from that of Hdmer. Sb; if the actors of the Greco-
Roman theatre in Egypt made divergences, we then have,to-
look for such variants in £he work.Of therhlexahdrians;_On
the other hand, Greeks in Egypt were minority, but inter-
marriage between Greeks'apd.Egyptians, privelegés in res- .
pect of texes and ébsdrbtioﬁ”of the-energieé ofVHellenism”

by the Egyptiansrmust have played a role in regard of the:'
Greek languagé and literature. Alexandria.was_the_priﬁéipal
centre of learning the Greek_cﬁlture énd reméined a pilgri—_'
ﬁage to any one, even‘to be who HGvG&Vmu Yoéuhuia .
since such persons are heared asking their friends iﬁ Alexa- .
ndria to pend tﬁem papef and boo£§?>

We surely feel the Alexandrian scholarship's influence

and the diffusion of the'effo:ts of the scholars of the'

Mouseion in the chora in the list of comics an&,theif'plaYs--

(55) E.G.Turner, Greek Papyri, P. 107 ff.

(56) SB. 7561; P. Flor. 382; P.Oxy.2190; P.Oxy.326 B.OQOlossen, .
: P.Bried. no.31 etc.;B.A.Van Gronin en,‘L'Egypte dans le _
Mouvement poetique Grec,Actes du X~congr. Intern.de pap.,

Warsaw, 1964,P;27 ff,
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arranged ascording to an alphabetical order on papyrus

(57)
found at Oxyrhynchus. The lines of the papyrus represent
only the beginnings of the lines and we can not say if they;

had been complete, represented or not a kind of Pinakes of

Callimachus.

To conclude this study we find it preferable to have

a simple survey from which we may well understand how far
the influence of Alexandria was in the chora. In the third

century B.C., great scholars such as Asklepiades, Hedylos,
callinashus, Eratosthens, Apollonius Rhodius, neither were
born in Alexandria nor lived permanently in iE, but their
influence reached everywhere in Egypt. These authors still
resemble the classigal standard, though clearly different
in various points from their ancestors. Whgn we reach the
first century B.C,, we feel that the authdrs were influenced
by the environment around them and became too far from the
spirit of classical Greek literature. So is Leonidas of
Alexandria, the author of epigrammata and works to be consi-
dered foreign in regard of real poetry. A Giessen papyrus

preserved a small lyric poebtry composed on the occasicn of

(57) J.Rea, List of comic Poets and their order Atti del'Xl
congr Intern., di pap., Milano 1966, P,209,ff; P.217:cf.
E.G.Twner, Dramatic Representation in Graeco-Roman
Egypt. Actes du xE congr. Intern. de pap. Warsow, 1964
P, 51 f¢f,

B
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3_In the thlrd centuryTA'D'

ia school of whlch we;e Tryphlodorﬁs,‘

the aoce551on of Hadrlan, and Pancrates wrote a panagyrlc,;J'
preserved on. papyrus,rln honour of Hadrlan and his favau*:"
niEeIAntinOOS, of a very modest level Soealso the poem by

Dlony51us the Perlegetes, and the hymn on a papyrus from

VOxyrhynchus represent falble eoho of the-'c1a551cal lyrlc.rwin'

;other papyrusffrom Oxyrhynchus

Contain a hymn to Hermes,raddressed to an;archon.;'The works
of llterature contlnue to be weak representatlon of the

jclass1cal Greek llterature as seen in the eplgrammeta of

Palladas the Alexand 1an,l{¢dfif “When we come to‘

the flfhh century A D.,rauthors who 11ved 1n the metropolles,; i
enable us to hear agaln vigourous v01ce.r Thls was,'e g.-,}ldV
;Nonnos of Panopolls who left us fourty Elghtjb‘oka named

"Dlonys1acs whmch are extremely remarkable. Nonnos reallzed;fi.

dorus of coptos, who followed Nonnos steps and trled to

.1m1tate hlm. But from the etudy of the papryr1 of hhls period
" we can say that there was no hope of the return of thei{'”“él“'

dclasslcal standard 1dhe_ may explaln thls phenomenon by_"

(58)

the Egypt1an absorbtlon and exhaustlon of Hellenlsm.-u

"Cairo'March 1986

’:TA;H.ELLMbSALLAuY,ffL -

58' See B A. Va“ Gronlngen, Le Egypte dans le Mouvement R

l

' poetique Grec, Actes du P congr..lntern. de Pap., Warsowi'lﬂ

1964, P, 27 ff.

-Luthos, Chrlsto-f\?r;”




