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371, Stcent A. D

“a. revenue off1c1al

PAYMENT FOR SEED CORN

| AH.EL = Mosallamy
P.Eg.Mus.SR.3049.inv.104 ' | o A.D.10/11

11.8x6.3cm.. o - . Theadelphia

The papyrus has both 1eft and rlght hand marglns, There 15 a

‘broad hlgher maxgln as well as extenclve lower one (cf .D- Oxy 3474 )

The * beglnung of the first thxee ‘lines is mutllated Close parallelu

to the handwriting are Thompson Pal.,no,27 A D. 17 Schubart Pal.,no.

- 28, A D, 133P. Mert 104 early l—-cent A.D. Montvecchi Paplrologna no.

0

Phoebammon,whose identity 1s not nentioned, OldElS Dlonysius,

v'who is almost a banker, to pay ‘to three YEwa01 100 drachmee of 311» S

“yer 515 11;1( n ) Owepuurun) wupxnun> Phoebammon 1s 11ke1y to bei»:

not me

rm Onspuuta ﬂUleG 1

"exeept‘here}fend the"

Aawale ;

' when used 1n the contracts of 1ease when the 1and was planted wholy

w1th wheat or in one year w1th other crops and dn another W1th wheat f"

(e g.p.Tebt. 375 4 23. AD, 14e P. Oxy 3488 25,44 A, D 70 P Oxy 2973 " D

103;P. Soterlch.,pa851m P. Mert 107, 11 29icent 4. D.,P Ant 89 11 4~-cent

A D ) Slmllar spec1f1cat10n oi payment partlcularly 1n wheat is €K¢
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)10V 0D and  TUPLKGS BOpos (BGU.920.30. 2 cent.A.D.).

Cultivators of the holdings uscd.to gel seed corn from the gov-

roment ; as this was recorded in the accounts of the sitologi as €15
AVELOV or SAVELQ (ﬂTépuaTu (e.g.P.Oxy.3474 introd.;P.Oxy.1024;P.
ixy.2950;P.Fay.80;Thunell, Sitolog.Pap.IlVii,12 et passim;P.Tebt.341;
ﬁCU.BBS;BQU.?OL;P.Oxy.1031;P.F10r.21).This seed corn which was offe-
red as advahce or allowance was repaid with the rent of the coming
year, as happens also in the contracts of lease (cf.JJP.iS.1965.P .
129 sqq.;P.Mert.70 introd.,P.0Oxy.3474 introd.,P.Fay.80 introd.).

The SNUOC101 'yempyx>{ had to pay interest which varies betw-
een the highest rate,fniléklov , namely 507,and lower rates for the
loans or advances of seed corn (cf.C.Michurski,Eos 48,3,1956,p.105~
38=Symb.Taubenschlag.III;P.Lond,1215;P.5trassb,71;Johnson, Rom.Eg.,
p-488 sqq.).Private cultivators also resorted to loans of seed corn
at almost high interest (cf.Mont;ecchi; Papirologia,p.229), since the
seed corn was lended when the price of wheat was high and repaid in
the season of harvest when the price was low. The cultivator,under
pressure of need, may leave to the lessor to impose the rate of inte-
rest (P.Oxy.2775.16-18). In case of failure to repay the seed corn,
the cultivator had to pay the price fixed by the lessor for each art-
aba (e;g.P.Oxy.3488.44f53 and note 1 .51;Johnson,Rom.Eg.,P.460 sqq. ),
besides a fine.To avoid troubles, the cultivator sometimes provides
himself with seed corn.

Since sowing the land with seed corn was the responsibilitg o8 Bhe

cultivators themselves and on their own,it was not used to meet the

i
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cultivators supply the seed corn and receive its price either from

the administration or from the lessors. The cultivators may receive

the value of the ﬂupbr OUvuYocﬂxﬁlKés as imposed by the government
(cf.Wallace,Tax.,P.22,365;Thune11,Sitolog.Pap.IVi.lO etc;0.Leid 221,
223 etc .).A deposit valued in money was paid by the assistant of

sitologi on account of state cultivators, though it is not clear whe-

ther they actually received this money (cf.O.Leid.inv.1969;JEA. 52 ,

1966.p.131-133).

beed corn was offered to the cultlvators on account of provisions

which varied according to the condition of the land. In a eontract.of

lease,Apollonius,the lessee acknowledges that he received from Sarap-.-

jon,the lessor "for seed and other expenses'of sowing without intere-

st 7%Eutabae of harley and 73artabae of 1entlls and for clearing the
1and from rushes 1500 drachmae-of copper, Wthh are not repayable,all.

free from risk and not subject to any risk"(P.Oxy.1628,15-20.B.C.73 ).

Land, which was removed in land-survey from the class of profitable :

land,
61(5)17 and note 1.17;cf.P.Brit.Mus.314; P. Amh.ii.90.9).Such a .poor

land was descrlbed in the survey-lists as uonopos (cf.P. Tebt.61(a) .

40—41 P.Tebt.63.127) ‘and the lessee was required to .pay a specified -

rent with no ‘allowance of seed corn’ aveu (ﬂTepuaTOS’ (P Tebt 105. 18

" p.Tebt. 106).

Tt seems that the landowrer of poor quallty land had to help the

lessee ina way or another. Heraclides has leased to Ision two catoe-

cic holdings for two years.The first holding,which is 6% arourae ,,

d,was leased in another case without grent of seedrdONEQu{ (P.Tebt[

.
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111 be cultivated with whatever the lessee chooses for a rent in mo-
:ey. The second,which is 4 arourae, is leased in the first year for a
cearly rent of 25 artabae of barley, with no allowance for seed dOﬂ-‘
apu{ .The rent for the second year,which is the last year of the
lease, is 106 7 artabae of wheat, of which the lessee will receive 6%
artabae of wheat for seed, and he will deliver to the lessor the bal-
ance, 100 artabae of wheat (P.Tebt.375.4-23.A.D.140). This means that
the lessor gives the seed corn for sowing to the lessee ,who pays the
regt without the seed corn (cf.P.Tebt.377.17-20.A.D.210 ).

Cultivators sometimes acknowledge thét they received from the sit-
ologus seed corn for the KANpo1l which they hold, but nothing is ment-
ioned about repayment (e.g.P.Hib.87.B.C.256). This may show that the
government offered ‘seed corn to certain cultivators of the Kkﬁp01 as
present ‘or grant, since repayment of the loans of seed corn was usually
mentioned (e.g:P.Hib.85;P.Hib.86).In receipts for payment of rent, we
meet the lessor acknowlédges that he received the %Kdﬂﬂplov from_the'<
lessee without mention. of the repayment of the OﬂépLHXTa (e.g.P. Ibs-
cher 15.A.D.209,in JJP.13,p.82 sqq.).

’In'cértain lease contracts, the condition of the land may require
that the lessor should provide both seed corn and be responsible for
all ‘expenses. Petesuchus has leased 15 arourae on condition . that he sh-
all pay 15 artabae for seed and all expenses (P.0xy.108.B.C.93-or 60) .
More“help-iS”sométimes offered by the lessor .Aurelius Aeil proposed

to Aurelius Abinas to lease from him 10 arourae planted with wheat.The

"lessor will have the rent of one artaba per arqura, offer the seed corn,

.
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furnish the beasts, undertake the charge of irrigation and ﬁay the
6nLu501u (P.Thead.5.A.D.338 ).The low rate of the rent indicates the
'3 poor condition of the land. A similar proposal of lease (metayage) is
of fered by Aurelia Cotyrillous to Sakaon, from-Theadelphia shows that
the lesseewill receive half of crops and the lessor must offer the
seed corn, furnish the beasts and pay the 6rn1601u (P.Thead.6.A.D.
322). There is evidence that the lessor presents seed corn to lessee
(S.Weszynski,die Bondenpachc.P.78-7é ).

Tt seems that the government sometimes buys the seed corn and sup-
plies it to the cultivators. This may be deducted from the trouﬁies in
which'Criton and Plutarchus found themselves. The two persons, who are
suggested to have been minor revenue officials at Heira Nesus in the
Afsinoete nome, were involved in a demand to pay for some seed which
had been sown upon BuCi1X1KO§;I<Xﬁp01 . Criton sendé a letter to Plu-
tarchus saying ,TTOLDOLYE\)(;UE\)O;F Trpr‘os‘ u:: Nikoios ‘Bmﬁl'rm Tr‘]\)"tu.n’nv' '
1OV OTEPUATOS SS £on EuBeBAnKéval el Tov prTuYépOU KXRoov (ETV) Y

P L I T W 1 { '] [T T S |
(aptoBO9 AY (e1) 6e un £én kabekelv TOV XOPTOV U0V TOV EV TW mediwl

(P.Hib.63.2-10). Such a practice is seen also in case of private lands.

A%
r A landowner found himself obliged to search for seed for the cultivat-
ors . He sent a letter to his agent telling him "if the cultivators
come to you wanting seed, tell me at once in order thaf I may send you
a few measures to them from somewhere " (P.Tebt.423.20-23. eaely BEQ
cent.A.D. ).

Dionysius in our document may be, as mentioned before, a banker,

who had received an order from Phoebammon, who in this case may be a
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revenue official. But , since the cultivators are simply described as
yewoyo{ , Phoebammon could be a landowner and Dionysius is his agent,
who paid to the cultivators the value of the seed to supply themsel-
ves with the_seedvcorn (cf.J. Hermann, Sfudien zur Bondenpacht in Rec~
ht der Graepquegyptischen_papyri - 1959,P-129 sqq.). |

The accounts of an esfate deal in the third year only with expendi—

tures for .purchase of wool, hay and seed: TE1UNS OWEPUATWY OTEPUATO

eeeveesses (P.Princ., 152.i1i.13. A.D.55 - 60; cf. P.Mil.Vogl.iv.212.p.2.

2. A.D. 109 ). The agent of the estate paid the price of seed to unme-
ntioned person . So;:our document is an explicit evidence of paying the

price of seed disectly to the cultivators. {1)

1- 1 shouldAiiké to ékbress my gratitude to Professor W.H.Willis of Duke
i ‘ ' ’ ! .
University.for checking the phrase’ Tiun OTMEQPUOTWNY through the Duke

Data Bank . .

o
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¢01Béu ?)'uwv A10vu0fw1
615 ) Yo ( avov) Mavicker kot
’AY)  aBovikdi Ka‘ 'HpaKA{?
TOTS Tp1o1 yewpyo?s €1 iy ( hv)
onepuéva wup;K&v
&pyup{ou 6paxuhs EKuTgv.
(1vov1a1) apy (UplOU) (Ganual) p (erous) U Ewe1¢ un=-
( Vs ) KB

" Phoibam ? ) mon to Dionysius. Deliver to Paniskos, Agathenicus and

Heracllue, the three cultlvators, 100 drachmae of 511ver, the p11 of ...

seed corn, total 100 drachmae of 311ver. 40——year, Epelph 22 " v
1, ¢c>18au ) Hwv The letters in the lacina are counted_by analogy of

1.4,

-5, wupucos (P. Mlch 226 34, 1——-cent A D, ), nuleos <1>opos (BGU 920 30.

2-—(—i cent. A D. )3 Ta THJlea "wheat " (P:lond. 111 924 9 2—~cent A D ),_>

nuleos 'youos (OGl 629.86, 2-—cent A.D. )

7. Paun1 is expected as tlme of harvest but the letter ep81lon 1s c]ear

Epelph may be a su1table time for selllng the surplus of the crops _ '

after paylng the government or prlvate dues

8.( ETOUS) M. Su1ts Lhe relgn of Augustus, cf 0. LEld 43 44
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